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T'o all whom 4t may concern: .
Be it known that I, Warrur L. Werre-
sIpEs, a_citizen of the United States, resic-
ing at Long Beach, in the county of Los
Angeles and State of California, have in-
vented certain new-and useful Improvements
in Tables; and I do declare the following to
be & full, clear, and exact description of the
invention, such as will enable others skilled
in the art to which it-appertains to make and
use the same. i o
This. -invention. relates o an improved
table which is adaptable for use as a display
table, although it is primarily designed for
use as a kitchen table. ‘ L
The principal object’ of the invention is
to_provide an. improved table +which. is ca-
pable of being collapsed.or folded into com-
pact form so . as to enable it to be stored in
an out-of-the-way place when not in uge.
It is another object of the invention to
generally improve upon tablez of this class
by providing one of extreme siraplicity and
durability, which is comparatively inexpen-
sive to both the manufacturer and the user.
More specifically speaking; it is a further
object of the invention to devise a unique
table embodying a plurality of foldable su-
perposed supporting surfaces for various ar-
ticles, these being pivotally connected  at
their outer ends with legs designed to be
brought into abutting relation when the table
is folded and not in use. L
Other objects and advantages ¢f the in-
vention will be apparent during the course
of the following description. ‘
In the accompanying drawings forming a
part of this specification and in which like
numerals are employed to. designate like
parts throughout the same: :
Figure 1 is a side elevational view of a
table constructed’ in accordance with this
invention. ‘ ‘ ‘
Figure 2 is a sectional view taken substan-
tially on the plane of the line 2—2 of Fig. 1.
Figure 3 is a side elevation showing the

table folded or collapsed. L

Figure 4 is an enlarged detail perspective
view of the improved connecting member for
the sections of the superposed sapporting

mémbeérs,

Figure 5 is a similar view showing said
member connected with the sections of one
of the supporting members with said sec-
tions. partially folded. :

Figure 6 is'a top plan view of these parts
of the invention showing the sections folded
into the same horizontal plane. ‘

In carrying out the.invention, I contem-
plate using a tahle which comprises a plu-
rality of vertically disposed legs 1 between
which are arranged a plurality of horizon-
tally disposed superposed article supports
2, the upper one of which may be conven-
iently referred to as a top, and the remain-
g ones as shelves. Inasmuch as the top is
constructed. exactly like the shelves and is
connected with the legs in precisely the same
manner, the description will be in the sin:
gular, it being understood that the same ref-
erence.characters serve to designate all like
parts. " Before proceeding to ‘describe the
construction of the table top, it may be men-
ticned that if desired, the legs may be pro-
vided at their lower ends with rollers or
casters 3 to facilitate movement of the table
from place-to place. Although the table top
could be constructed otherwise, it is prefer-
ably composed of duplicate sections 4 having
their inner ends arranged in abubting vela-
tion and connected together by novel con-
necting members or hinges to be hereinafter
specifically. described. It will be noted that
at their outer ends,.the sections 4 vest on
and are secured to horvizontal cross-hiis 5
which exténd between the legs 1 in the man-
ner shown. So that the legs ma¥y approach
one another.to permit folding of the table,
it is necessary that the cross-bars 5 be mov-
able and although they may be connected
with the legs ity any other manner they are

preferably formed at their outer ends with -

reduced journals 6 rotatably receivable in
sockets 7 formed in the inner faces .of ‘the
legs.  Co-operative with the cross-bars 5 are
other cross-bars 8 which ave vigidly secured
with the legs in any suitable manner. The
last named cross-bars 8 are disposed above
the movable ones so as to permit the ends of
the top sections to be disposed, between. the
bars as illustrated. The stationary bars 8

‘are thus permitted to function as stops and
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they serve +o limit the upward swinging
movement of the onter ends of the sections
4 as 15 obvicus. ‘To hold the parts in opera-
tive position when the table 15 in use, I em-
ploy diagonal braces or sustaining members
9 formed with longitudinal slots 10 for co-
oper"tion with the thumb serews 11 intend-
ed to be positioned in the laterally dirvected
upper ends of the slots. Any other suitable
type of braces may be employed if desired.
Tt 1s of course desirable to make use of some
means for holding the table in the collapsed
condition shown in Figure 8 and although
any other means could be _employed, T sim-
ply use pivoted latches 12 having notches 13
at their free ends for engagement with head-
ed pins or studs 14 carried by one of the
legs.

Tt has been before intimated that I em-
ploy special means for connecting the meet-
ing edges of the sections of the table top
tooether Therefore, I direct attention to
Flo”ures 4 to 6 wherein this means is more
clearly'shown Although the construction
of the connecting members could be of other
design, each member preferably compnses
a pair of apertured leaves or plates 17 and
19 which are pivotally connected together
at their inner ends by the knuckles and
pintle as indicated at 20. In practice these
leaves are adapted to be set in recesses
formed in the under sides of the sections 4
so that a leaf will be connected with each
section on opposite sides of the meeting
ends. So that the sections cannot sag at
this point, each leaf is equipped with a lat-
erally disposed sectors 21 which are adapted
for reception in shallow recesses 22 formed
in the outer edges of the supporting sections
4. The inner ad] acent edges of these sectors
21 are adapted to abut one another so as to
limit the swinging movement of the hinged
leaves in an upward direction, Whercbv to
hold them in a true horlzontal plane when
the table is in wse. It is of course under-
stood that two connecting members will he
used for each suppmtma surface, one bheing
disposed at each of the outer ].onqltndmal
edges of the sections 4 as indicated in the
drawings. It is obvious that connecting
memberq of this type are particularly ad-
vantageous in that they are extremely in-
expensive and very simple in construction,
vet they are such as to effectively accom-
plish the desired ends. It is to be noted
that the laterally disposed sectors 21 do not

extend to the upper surface of the top and
they are practically invisible when looking
down upon the supporting surfaces.

It has been already set forth that the
shelves beneath the top are constructed ex-
actly like the top and are connected with
the legs in precisely the same manner.
Therefore, it is unnecessary to enter addi-

1,442,019

tional description on these defails of the in-
vention.

Assuming that the table 15 in n=e, it ap
pears as shown clearly in Fignre [ the sev.
eral sections of the top and shelves heing:
disposed in the same hovizontal plane per-
mit numerous articles to be supported there-
on either for use in a kitchen or for dis-
play purposes. The braces 9 serve to hold
the legs upright. By loosening the thumb-
SCrews howevel it will be seen that the sev-
eral legs 1 could be moved into abutting re-
lJation. While the legs ave approaching one
another, the sections “of the top and shelves
are automatlcally broken, swung up, and
assume the divergent po%itions shown.
‘When the legs come tooethex the latches 12
are enoraoed with the pins 14 to hold the
parts In this folded condition. Hence, the
table can be stored in a relatively small
space.

Tt is evident from the foregoing descrip-
tion in connection with the dI“lWlanS, that
persons familiar with devices of this class
will doubtless be able to obtain a clear un-
derstanding of the invention. Thertfore, a
more lengthy and detailed description is
deemed unnecessary.

Since probably the best results may be
obtained with the construction and arrange-
ment herein shown and described, this is
taken as the preferred embodiment of the
invention. IHowever, I wish it to be under-
stood that minor changes coming within the
scope of the invention as claimed may he
resorted to if desired.

T claim:

1. A folding table comprising a plurality
of supporting leors cross-bars p]votallv con-
nected with said leqs. and a sectional top,

the sections thereof resting on said cross- |

bars and heing secured thereto.

2. The structure set forth in claim 1, to-
gether with stops arranged on the legs
‘Lbove said cross-bars and engageahle with
the upper sides of the top to limit the up-
ward movement of the pivoted sections
thereof.

3. A folding table comprising a plurality
of vertically disposed suppmtmn legs.
horizontal top compoch of sections pivol-
ally connected together at their inner ends,
horizontally dxsposed ppm and  lower
spaced bars connected with the legs, the
outer ends of the sections of the top heing
disposed hetween said hars, the lm\m hars
heing pivoted and fthe upper hars heiue
1101d and sald sections of fhe top heing se-
cured to the pivoted barvs.

4. A folding table comprising a plurality
of vertically dlqposed spaced lons Tormed
with horizontal bearing bO(/]\etn horizon-

tally disposed bars hcwm(r their outu encls
reduced to form ]ournals rotatable in said
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sockets, and a top. composed of folding sec-
tlons, said sections being secured at their
outer ends to said bars.

5. The structure set forth in claim 4, to-
gether with additional horizontal bars rig-
1dly secured to the legs and spaced above
the first named bars, said rigid bars being
- engageable with the upper faces of the sec-

tions of said top to limit the swinging move-
ment of these in one direction.
In testimony whereot I have hereunto set
my hand.
WALTER L. WHITESIDES.
Witnesses:
Brrraa L. Hiznary,
Laura B. Scorr.
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