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1 6 Clatms,
This 1nventzon relates to ma.ll delivery signals
Tor mailboxes such as rurdl mailboxes.
An'important.object.of the invention iste pro-
vide such.a signal which -may be readily attached

to: the bottom walls of econventional Tura} mail~

boxes ' by : employing easily-handled tools, as
serewdrivers. and hammers and ‘which: instal}a-
tions do not: require. alterations of the eonven-
tional rural mailboxes.

The. new.:signals may - be marketed- for at-
tactiment to ‘already installed bexes, may - be at-
tached to the boxes when the. latter are being
installed, .or may be.sold with- fhe hoxes. ‘Since
the new'signal forms a relatively flat package
it. may be enclosed in -an appropriate: envelope
for sale by itself,.or to. accompany a mailbox:

Another impartant objeet ts to provide a mail

delivery. .signal which does- not require direct
manipulation: by the carrier or mailman since
it automatically operates to signal upon open-
ing of:the closure of the Box in order: o deposit
mail-therein. .

Other. objects and . -advantages of the inven-
tion will be' apparent. during the course of ‘the

following ‘detailed: description of the invention,.

taken in- connection with- the accompanying
drawing, forming a’ part of ‘this ‘diselosure; and
in which drawing:

Pig. 1 is a perspective view of- the new’ sxgnal‘

detached: fromamailbox.

Fig. 27is'a fragmentary side -€levation-of the
mail receiving end--of & mailbox, including a
closure in'a eclosed position; and partly ‘broken
away; and with the new signal ¢in section) in-
stalled and in a non-signalling-position:

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary vertiesl :section, en-
larged over that shown in Fig.’2 with the-closure
open and the signal ¢in-section) ‘moved -out of
its-position in Fig: 2.

. Fig. 4'is-a fragmentary vertical ‘section -along
the lines of . Fig. -3 but ‘with the-closure-again in
a closed position .and-the signal ¢n section) in

- a signalling “position.

In: the “drawing, wherein for- the- purpose of
illustration-is shown-a preferred embodiment of
the:invention: and wherein similarreference ¢har-
acters designate: correspondmg parts throughout
the: several ‘views, the-'letter A -designates.‘the
new signal, the letter B, a mailbox- mounted upon
aiconventional: sub-bottom -€;

The- new mail -delivery-signal A comprises-a

mgnal element 5, pivot means 6 and latch means
T

2

‘ elements It comprises a flat plate which may

10

have aicurved free-end edge 10 and a rolled end

- portion -opposite the. edge 10 to provide a sleeve

1 for & part.of the pivot-means &, although the

:Sheeve has. an ‘additional function as will be sub-

sequently: explained. © It may be of metal, such
as tin,  galvanized . iron; “steel, aluminum, “and

‘hardened: plastic, an& coated, if -desired, with
paint or the: like. = For convenience, one face 12
of ‘the plate may ‘be térmed the inner face, sinee
it faces the sub-bottom- C when the signal ele-
ment § s raised; and the opposite face 13 may be

termed the outer face. The sleeve il is rolled

15 ‘over-theinner face {2,

“The pivot means:6 prefembly comprises a.pivot

. ‘pin or shaft-15 extending through the sleeve 4

20

25

30

35

40

50

A may be appreciated the- signal element 5.

may- take various'shapes and beconstructed of
any suitable-matertal not: readily: aﬂeeted ‘by ‘the

and projecting -outwardly- thereof. Spacers .16

‘may-‘be mounted upon-the pretruding end por-

tions-#¥-of ‘the pin: or shaft 15 and a pair of L~
shaped hrackets #8 are provided, having open-
ings- % to receive the outer extremities of the
‘endportions +1, ‘and openings 20 for screws or
nails 21 to secure the brackets to the under side
of the sub-bottom  C, in positions so that the
pin or shaft #5 ‘cannot drop from the openings
F8"in the brackets (8. "The brackets (8§ are set
so that the pivot pin' or shaft 15 and the sleeve
tare inwardly -of’ the vertical planes of the
edges of ‘the sub-bottom C so that rain will not
be-apt to collect in the pivot means and freeze.
The pivot means may be of steel brass, aluminum
or the like.

“The latch means. T is. of novel construction and ‘
includes a reciprocating member 25 which is
preferably a narrow elongated. strip of slightly
springy or flexible material, as heavy tin, light
steel or ‘iron,-and has one of its end portions
formed into g curved abutment 26 which zlso
functions as .. fingerhold and. extends to. form
with the main portion 27:of the member 25 sub-
stantially .a:letter .J. The other end portion of
the.member 25 is. formed, into a hook 28 extend-
ing.inia. direction.opposite to that in. which the
abutment, 26. extends. The. member 25. is slid-
ably retained by the plate of the.signal element
§.by. suitable spaced-apart.bearings 29 for the
main nortmn 21 thereof, extending from the
face 12 and secured to. the plate in any approved
way,, .In the example shown, their end por-
tlons extend through suitable openings in the
plate and are turned over upon the adjacent por-
tions of the face 13 so that the greater portion
of the member 25 slides, over the face 12 at stib-

,stanttally the axial longitudmal center of the

plate. It 'will‘be noted -irx Fig. 1, 3 and 4 that
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the resilient member 25 is sprung against the
sleeve 11 so that the member 25 is slightly bowed.
Thus the sleeve 11 functions as a means to fric-
tionally retain the member 25 in a fixed posi-

tion, against accidental movement with respsct.

to the plate of the element 5. The additional
poriion of the latch means T comprises a keeper
30 which may be a conventional staple of the
type having a substantially straight connecting
- portion 31 for the legs 82. The hook 28 is adapt-
ed to hook over the connecting portion when
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‘portioni extending beyond said €lement adjacent

the staple is properly driven into the sub-bot-

tom C in g position as in Figs. 2, 3 and 4. When- -~

s0 hooked, the abutiment 26 should be positioned ;-

as in g, 2.

The mailbox B is of conventional constritetion =~

including a metallic housing 35 defining- a. mail- . -

receiving compartment 36 closed by a swinging

closure 387 having & substantially flat lower ‘edge =

38, with the closure hinged, as to the sub-bottom
C to.swing by gravity to the position shown in
Fig. 3. However it may be retained in a closed
position as by conventional latch means39.
The sub~bottom C is also conventional and is

usually a suitable length of lumber upon which

the housing ‘35 is mounted and the sub-bottom
C, in turn, mounted upon a post (not shown) .or
the like. The new signal A is carried by this
sub-bottoma C which, .being generally  of wood,

renders installation of the new signal very easy,

since all that is required is to-screw.or nail the
brackets {8 and nail the keeper (staple) 398 there-
to.

After the new signal A is 1nsta.11ed the closure

21 is raised to the position shown: in Fig. 2 and
latched by the latch means 39, whereupon the
operator pivots the signal A upwardly to sub-
stantially -parallel the sub-bottom C and. hooks
a finger about the abutment and fingerhold 2§
drawing it and the rest of the member 25 for-
wardly until the hook 28 engages the keeper 30
as in Fig. 1. It will be noted that, then, .the
abutment and fingerhold is within the wvertical
plane of the closure 37,

When the mailman releases the closure 37 in
order to deposit mail matter in the compartment
38, he will, of course, pivot the closure downward-
1y and the edge 38 thereof will swing in an arc,
engage the abutment and move the entire mem-
ber 25 to the left as in Fig. 1, releasing the hook
28 from the keeper 36 and the signal A will pivot,
due to gravity, to the position in Fig. 3. Thé mail-
man will then close the mailhox by pivoting the
closure 37 to its latched position, but the sighal
A will remain vertical as in Fig. 3 and afford
4 visible signal that mail matter has been de-
posited in the mailbox. It will be noted that, in
these operations, the mailman has not needed
to manipulate the signal at all; since it p1voted to
& signalling position” automatically.

The closure 37 may be pivoted. downwardly
in order to remove the mail matter without inter-
ference from the signal A and, after the ma11
matter has been removed and the closure 37 piv~
oted to alatched position, the first step of latch-
ing the signal A is repeated.”

As may be seen from Fig. 3 or 4 for example ‘the
member "85 will not slide longitudinally of the
signal element plate because it is sprung against
the rolled sieeve ti of the latter and it cannot

separate from the bearings 29 because the curved
abutment or fingerhold 26 forms a hook w1th
respect to this sleeve 11.

Various changés may be made to the form of

~the invention heréin shown and described With-
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4

oub departing from the spirit of the invention or
scope of the claims.

‘What is claimed is:

1. A mail delivery signal for a mailbox includ-
ing a signal element provided with a body hav-
ing an edge provided with a sleeve, an elongated
reciprocable member of springy material, slidable
over a portion of said element including a por-
tion of the outer face of said sleeve and sprung
against said sleeve, said member having an end

said sleeve, with said end portion provided with
a fingerhold, the other end portion of said mem-
ber having a:hook, a keeper for said hook, dis-
posed in the path of travel of said hook and car-
ried by said' 'mailbox, a bearing for said member
and carried by said element, and means for piv-

“otally mounting said signal upon said mailbox

including a shaft extending through said sleeve.

2. A mail delivery signal for mailboxes accord-
ing to claim 1, characterized in that said finger-
hold is a curved extension of said member, and
said hook extends in a direction opposite to the
direction of extension of said fingerhold.

3. A mail delivery signal for mailboxes accord-
ing to claim 1, characterized in that said finger-
hold is a curved extension of said member, and
said sleeve is disposed in the path of travel of
said fingerhold toward said sleeve.

.4, In combination with a mailbox having a sub-
bottom and a downwardly-swinging closure hav-
ing a lower edge projecting forwardly of said sub-
bottom and in substantially the same plane as
the bottom. face of said sub-bottom when said
closure is raised to close said mailbox, a signal

. for said mailbox, including a signal element pro-
- vided with a body having an edge provided with

a sleeve, the exterior diameter of said sleeve being
greater than the thickness of said body, an elon-
gated reciprocable member of springy material,
slidable over a portion of said element, includ-
ing a portion of the outer face of said sleeve and
sprung against said sleeve, said member having
one end portion extending beyond said element
adjacent -said sleeve and provided with a com-
bined abutment and fingerhold, said member hav-
ing a .hook at the other end thereof, means
recipreeably mounting said member upon “said
element, a keeper for said hook and carried by
said sub-bottom, and means pivotally mounting
sald element upon said sub-bottom so that when
said- hook engages said keeper, said combined
abutment and fingerhold is disposed in the path
of ‘travel of said lower edge when said closure is
swung downwardly.

5. In: combination with a mailbox having a
sub- -bottom -and a downwardly-swinging closure
having a-lower edge projecting forwardly of said
sub-bottom and in substantially the same plane

as the bottom face of said sub-bottom when said
closure is raised to close said mailbozx, g siznal for
said mailbox, including a signal element provided
with a body having an edge provided with a
sleeve, the exterior diameter of said sleeve being
gr\,ater than the thickness of said body, an elon-
gated reciprocable member of springy material,
shdable Qver a portlon of said element, including
a portlon of the outer face of said sleeve and
sprung. agamst sald sleeve, said. member having
one end portion extending beyond said element
adjacent said, sleeve and provided with g com-
bined . abutment and fingerhold, said member
having a hook at the other end thereof, means
reciprocably ‘mounting said member upon -said
element, g keeper for said-hook and carried by
said. sub -bottom, said -hook- bemg disposed with
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reference to said keeper so that the hook engages
said keeper upon travel of -said combined abut-
ment and fingerhold in a direction away from
said sleeve, and means pivotally mounting said
element upon said sub-bottom so that when said
hook engages said keeper, said combined abut-
ment and fingerhold is disposed in the path of

travel of said lower edge when said closure is

swung downwardly.

6. In combination with a mailbox having a sub-
bottom and a downwardly-swinging closure hav-
ing a lower edge projecting forwardly of said sub-
bottom and in substantially the same plane as
the bofttom face of said sub-boitom when said
closure is raised to close said mailbox, a signal
for said mailbox, including a signal element pro-
vided with a body having an edge provided with
a sleeve, the exterior diameter of said sleeve being
greater than the thickness of said body, an elon-
gated reciprocable member of springy material,
slidable over a portion of said element, including
a portion. of the outer face of said sleeve and
.Sprung against said sleeve, said member having
one end portion extending beyond said element
adjacent said sleeve and provided with a com-
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bined abutment and fingerhold extending 'in-a
direction substantially normal to the major por-
tion of said member, said member having a hook
at the other end thereof, mean reciprocably .
mounting said member upon said element, a keep- -
er for said hook and carried by said sub-bottom,
said hook being disposed with reference to .said
keeper so that the hook engages said keeper upon
travel of said combined abutment and fingerhold
away from said sleeve, and means pivotally
mounting said element upon said sub-bottom so
that when said hook engages said keeper, said
combined abutment and fingerhold is' disposed
in the path of travel of said lower edge when
said closure is swung downwardly.
JAMES J. JOYCE.
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