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This invention relates to a fastener designed 
for fastening and securing the adjacent ends of 
wood sections together, in the construction of 
screen frames, shelving, cabinet work or the like. 
An important object of the invention is to pro 

vide a fastener of this character which will be of 
a length so that it will have a strong purchase 
on the Wood sections secured by the device, and 
at the same time will be Securely braced at the 
central portion thereof, preventing bending of 
the fastener at a point intermediate its ends, 
while the fastener is being driven into the WOOd 
en sections. 
Another object of the invention is to construct 

a fastener having prongs formed in Such a Way 
that they will draw the Sections Secured by the 
fastener together, insuring an accurate fitting of 
the sections. 
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A still further object of the invention is to pro 
vide a fastener which may be stamped from a 
length of sheet metal material, and formed by a 
single stamping Operation, thereby reducing the 
cost of manufacture to a minimum. 
With the foregoing and other objects in view 

which will appear as the description proceeds, 
the invention consists of certain novel details of 
construction and combinations of parts hereinaf 
after more fully described and pointed out in 
the claim, it being understood that changes may 
be made in the construction and arrangement of 
parts without departing from the Spirit of the 
invention as claimed. 

In the drawing 
Figure 1 is a plan view of a fastener construct 

ed in accordance with the invention. 
Figure 2 is a side elevational view of the fas 

tene. 
Figure 3 is a bottom plan view thereof. 
Figure 4 is a view illustrating a blank from 

which the fastener is formed. 
Figure 5 is a view disclosing the fastener as 

used in Securing the adjacent ends of Wood Sec 
tions together. 

45 
Referring to the drawing in detail, the fastener 

comprises an elongated body portion indicated 
generally by the reference character 5, the ends 

spect to the ends of the body portion, 
50 

55 

of the body portion being formed to provide ex 
tensions 6 disposed at oblique angles with re 

the 
extensions 6 being extended downwardly and 
formed into elongated prongs . These prongs 
7 extend slightly outwardly, so that when the 
fastener is driven into wood sections to be con 
nected thereby, the angles of the prongs will be 
Such as to set up a can action, drawing the sec 

(C. 85-11) 
tions of the wood in which the fastener is driven, 
towards each other, insuring a close and accurate 
fit between the wood sections. 
In the construction of the fastener, the body 

portion 5 is formed with a plurality of slits ex 
tending inwardly from the opposite side edges 
thereof, certain of the slits at one edge of the 
body portion being in line with certain slits at 
the opposite edge thereof, the slits at each side 
edge of the body portion being disposed in par 
alled relation with respect to each other. 
The sections severed from the body portion by 

the slits, are bent downwardly providing central 
prongs 8 and prongs 9, the latter prongs being 
disposed at opposite side edges of the body por 
tion near the ends thereof. The prongs 8 and 9 
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are slightly shorter than the prongs 7, so that 
On positioning the fastener, the end prongs con 
tact with the material in which the fastener is 
driven, prior to the prongs 8 and 9, allowing the 
initial positioning of the fastener by hand pres 
Sre. 
As clearly shown by Figure 2 of the drawing, 

the prongs at Opposite sides of a central line 
drawn transversely through the body portion, are 
inclined towards the ends of the body portion in 
opposite directions, with the result that due to 
this construction, the sections connected by the 
fastener are drawn towards each other as pre 
viously stated. 
In order that the fastener will be held against 

displacement, the outer side edges of the prongs 
are Serrated So that roughened Surfaces are pre 
Sented, which surfaces bite into the sections con 
nected by the fastener. 
From the foregoing it will be seen that due to 

the construction shown and described, I have pro 
vided a fastener which will not pull out of the 
wood in which it has been driven, will not split 
the Wood and will not spread or bend at a point 
intermediate its ends, when the fastener is being 
driven into the Wood, due to the fact that the 
central portion of the fastener is braced by the 
contact of the central prongs, with the wood in 
which the fastener is driven. 

It might be further stated that the side faces 
of the various prongs of the fastener are normal 
ly disposed at right angles with the upper and 
lower flat surfaces of the body, portion 5 lending 
strength to the fastener to better withstand lat 
eral or twisting strain which may be directed 
thereto. 

Having thus described the invention what is 
claimed is: 
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In a fastener, a body portion constructed of a 55 
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strip of sheet metal material, the ends of the 
body portion being cut at oblique angles with 
respect to the side edges of the body portion 
providing end prongs, said body portion having 
slits extending inwardly from the side edges 
thereof at oblique angles with respect to the side 
edges, the slits of one side of the body portion be 
ing in direct line with corresponding slits at the 
opposite side thereof, the portions of the body 
portion separated from the body portion by the 
slits, extending laterally from the body portion 

providing prongs, said prongs being arranged in 
staggered relation with respect to each other, the 
prongs at one half of the body portion being in 
clined at oblique angles with respect to the body 
portion, and the prongs at the other half of the 
body portion extending at oblique angles in a di 
rection opposite to the first mentioned prongs, 
and the prongs at the ends of the body portion 
being longer than the remaining prongs. 
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