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(57)  An assembly method involves mating the top-
sides (26) on a floating offshore structure such as a spar
hull (10), joining components of the spar hull (10), and/
or a combination or variation of these procedures. Gen-
erally, the installation is carried out as follows. Once at
the mating site, the spar hull component (12) is upend-
ed, outfitted with controls and hardware (20) necessary
to effectuate controlled submergence of the spar hull
component, and submerged to a predetermined depth
below the water surface tohave a zero water plane area.
The second component (26) to be mated with the top of
the spar hull component (12) is positioned to float above
the submerged spar hull component (12). The draft of
the submerged spar hull component (12) is decreased
until the two components (12, 26) are fully engaged.

Methods of assembling floating offshore structures
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