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To all, Zw/i??, i? ??? ??????,7°?: 
Be it known that I, JULIUS A. DALUM1, of 

New York city, New York, have invented an 
Improved Sign, of which the following is a 
specification. 
This invention relates to a sign provided 

With changeable lettering which may be set 
in a simple and rapid manner. 
The sign consists of a plate composed of dif 

ferently colored sections, and of lids hinged 
thereto, and having correspondingly colored 
backs and faces. When the lids are swung 
in one direction, they will correspond in color 
to the main body of the background and blend 
therewith, but when swung in the other di 
rection, they together with the exposed part 
of the background, will form the lettering. 
Thus by changing the position of the lids, the 
lettering of the sign may be readily changed. 

in the accompanying drawings: Figure 1 is 
an elevation of my sign. Figs. 2 and 3 are 
vertical sections on line 4, 4, Fig. 1, showing 
the lids respectively lowered and raised. Fig. 
4 is a perspective view of part of the sign; 
Fig. 5, a cross section through the sign and its 
operating mechanism. Figs. 6,7,8 and 9 show 
modified constructions of the lid. 
The letter a, represents the back plate of a 

sign provided with dark stripes or sections Ct', 
that alternate with light stripes or sections a. 
To the backplate a, are hinged between each 
pair of stripes, the lids b, having a dark back 
anda light face, or vice versa, and correspond 
ing in height to the width of a single stripe, 
When a lid is folded up, its dark back will 
cover and conceal a correspondingly sized sec 
tion of the upper dark stripe d', while a white 
square will be formed by the exposed white 
face of the lid and the exposed section of the 
lower light stripe a. On the other hand, if 
the lid is folded down, a dark square will be 
formed in a similar manner by the dark stripe 
a', and the exposed dark back of the lid. Thus 
it will be seen that by simply folding the lids 

5 up or down, light or dark squares may be 
formed, equal in size to double the size of the 
lid, and in this way any desired lettering may 
be produced upon the sign board in a most 
simple mammer. 
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The lids b, may be operated in various WayS. 5o 
I have shown them provided with strings c, 
passing through perforations a, of the sign 
board and wound around a common drum c', 
which when revolved, will simultaneously 
draw up all the lids. To release and drop the 55 
lids, I employ for each lid an electric button 
d, the wires d', of which lead to an electro mag 
net d’. The armature of the electromagnet 
is provided with a catch d, engaging a catch 
d, of the lid b. By operating the proper but- 6o 
tons, the corresponding lids will be rapidly 
released and dropped to formany lettering de 
sired, as will be readily understood. 
In Fig. 6, I have shown a light letter to be 

formed on a dark background. The electric 65 
releasing mechanism is omitted, and the lids 
are dropped by coiled springs e, encircling 
their pivots e'. 
In Figs, 7,8 and 9, I have shown respectively 

triangular, semi-circular and oblong lids b, 7o 
adapted to fold over correspondingly shaped 
sections f of the background. The principle 
that by revolving a lid, a correspondingly 
colored and shaped section of the sign board 
is exposed, and a similar section is concealed, 
remains the same. 
What I claim is 
1. A sign composed of a variegated back 

plate and of lids pivoted thereto between the 
sections, and adapted to conceal alternate sec 
tions and to blend with the exposed sections, 
to form a compound letter, substantially as 
specified. 

2. The combination of a backplate having 
differently colored sections with pivoted lids 85 
having differently colored sides, and with a 
drum and strings that connect the drum to the 
lids, substantially as specified. 

3. The combination of a backplate having 
differently colored sections with pivoted lids 9o 
having differently colored sides, an electri 
cally operated hook engaging the lids, and a 
drum to which the lids are connected, sub 
stantially as specified. 
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Witnesses: 
F. V. BRIESEN, 
WILLIAM SCHULZ, 

  


