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oveRWRAP WITH INSPECTION DooRs 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
In the packaging and shipment of storage units and cabinets 

such as are utilized in machine shops, it is customary to ship 
such units, provided with standard drawer arrangements, to 
the distributors in palletized containers, The distributors, how 
ever, often find that their customers specify particular drawer 
arrangements for their requirements, and accordingly it is 
necessary for the distributor to open the palletized carton and 
replace the standard drawers with the special drawers in order 
to meet the customers' demands, 

In the past it was necessary for thc distributor to unband the 
steel straps which are customarily utilized to maintain a carton 
on a pallet, unpack the cabinet from the carton by destroying 
the integrity of the same, and finally repacking the unit in the 
carton and rebanding the container. Accordingly, the present 
invention obviates the difficulties heretofore encountered in 
packaging and repackaging such devices by providing easily 
openable and resealable inspection doors for ready access to 
the packaged article. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
An overwrap is provided for obtaining easy access to the 

contents thereof without destroying the integrity of the com 
posite package, which may include the banding of the over 
wrap to a pallet, The access is provided by forming the over 
wrap from a container, preferably having two identical half 
sections, with a longitudinal slit in the front face of the con 
tainer having peelable or stripable tape applied thereto. In 
order to gain access to the item within the overwrap, it is only 
necessary to open the front of the wrap by pulling the peelable 
or stripable tape. The front panels of the package may then be 
opened like double doors by pivoting the flaps about their 
crease or fold lines, with the side panels, to thus expose the 
package item for ready access, The packaged contents may 
then be easily inspected or altered as desired without remov 
ing any additional packaging material, or necessitating the 
removal of the banding from the pallet. To close and reseal the 
package for shipping, the front panels or door sections are 
merely swung together and the slit or seam therebetween is 
resealed with additional tape. 

It thus has been an object of the present invention to pro 
vide an improved overwrap packaging construction having 
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tends downwardly over an upper portion of the front panels 18 
and rear panels 22. To form a composite packaging structure, 
the overlay 10 is shown banded to a pallet 34 by means of 
metal strips or bands 36 with the bands overlying side panels 
20 and top panels 24 while leaving front panels 18 and rea 
panels 22 free for ready access, 

In operation, the carton 12 is assembled by joining the two 
half sections 14, 16 along the junction of front panels 18 and 
rear panels 22, by means of tape 28 as shown in FIG. l. The in 
sertable flaps 26 of top panels 24 are then folded inwardly 
along fold or crease lines 38 and inserted downwardly within 
the rectangular open-ended cylinder formed by the front, rear 
and side panels, and adjacent the front and back panels as 
shown in FIG, 2. Reinforce tape 32 is then applied to thc top 
panels and may slightly overlap the front and rear panels. With 
the overwrap 10 positioned on a pallet 34 and overlying an ar 
ticle to be packaged, banding 36 is applied to form a unitary 
container. 

In order to gain access to the packaged item, it is only 
necessary to "rip' open the front of the overwrap by pulling 
the peelable or stripable tape 28 overlying the front panels or 
doors 18. If tape 32 overlies a portion of panels 18, such por 
tion should also be torn open. The front of the package may 
then be opened by pivoting the front panels 18 in a doorlike 
manner, as shown by broken lines in FIG. 3, about the crease 
or fold lines 38 made with side panels 20. The package con 
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tents are then exposed for easy inspection and alteration 
without removing any additional packaging material or 
destroying the integrity of the overall package assembly. The 
package may then be closed for shipping by swinging the 
doors or front panels. 18 together in a closed position and 
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easily openable and resealable access doors which permit ac 
cess to the packaged contents without destroying the integrity 
of the overall package. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
FIG. is a perspective view showing an overwrap embody 

ing the present invention with the top flaps in a fully open 
position. 

FIG. 2 illustrates the position of the top flaps in a partially 
closed position, 

FIG. 3 illustrates the overwrap in a completely closed and 
banded position on a pallict. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

Referring now to the drawings, An overwrap. 10 is shown 
lamprising a cantainer 2 formid of two identical half sec 
tions 4 and 16. Each half section is provided with a front 
panel 18, a side panel 20, a rear panel 22 and a top panel 24 
having insertable flaps 26. The two half sections are sealed 
together along the front panels 18 and rear panels 22 by 
means of sealing tape 28. Although the slit 30 formed between 
the adjacent front panels 18 is sealed by a peelable, stripable 
or tear tape 28, so as to provide easy access to the front of the 
container, the tape applied to hold the rear panels 22 together 
may be regular sealing tape. The top panels 24 are preferably 
sealed together by reinforced tape 32 which preferably ex 
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resealing the seam or slit 30 therebetween with a fresh piece of 
tape 28. 
Although the disclosed embodiments illustrate the two-part 

container assembly 12 having identical half sections 14 and 
16, the container could bc fabricated from a single blank hav. 
ing a unitary back wall 22. With such a construction it would 
be necessary to only utilize a front tape strip 28 and the top 
strip 32, since there would be no need for a strip 28 on the 
back panel. Further, should it be desirable to provide access to 
both the front and back of a packaged item, the two-part con 
struction could be provided with peelable or stripable tear 
tape 28 on both the front panels 18 and the rear panels 22 so 
that easy access could be had to both front and back portions 
of the packaged item. 
Although we have disclosed the now preferred embodiment 

of our invention it will be apparent to those skilled in the art 
that various changes and modifications may be made thereto 
without departing from the spirit and scope of the invention as 
defined in the appended claims. 
We claim: 
1. An overwrap packaging construction for providing access 

to the packaged contents without destroying the integrity of 
the packaging assembly which comprises, an overwrap con 
tainer, said container including two separate identical half sec 
tions each having a front, sidc, back and top panel; tape means 
for securing the front panels, back pancis and top pancis of the 
half sections, together; and at least the tape means on said 
front panels being peelably removable so as to provide ready 
access to the packaged contents merely by removing such tape 
and pivoting the front panels outwardly along thcir respective 
foll line to the the carton while maintaining the integrity if 
the remaining portion of the averwrap packaging unnstruc 
th. 

2. An overwrap packaging construction as defined in claim 
1 wherein the lower end of said container is supported and 
closed by a pallict, and banding means extend over the side and 
top panels of said container to secure the same to said pallet 
while leaving both the front and rear panels free for ready ac 
cess to the packaged contents by merely removing the tape 
retaining such panels in a closed position. 

3. An overwrap packaging construction for providing access 
to the packaged contents without destroying the integrity of 
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the packaging assembly which comprises: an overwrap con 
tainer; said container having front, side and back panels; said 
front panel having a longitudinal slit extending parallel to fold 
lines between said panel and adjacent side panels; a removable 
tape sealing said slit and being removable therefrom so that 
said front panel may be opened by pivoting portions of the 
front panel on both sides of said slit about said fold lines to 
provide access to the package contents without destroying the 
integrity of the package structure; the front, side and back 
panels of said container forming a rectangular parallelpiped 
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4. 
shape; top panels having insertable flaps positioned 
downwardly within said rectangular parallelpiped adjacent 
said front and back panels; and tape means sealing said top 
panels in a closed position. 

4. An overwrap packaging construction as defined in claim 
3 including a pallet supporting said overwrap container and 
closing the bottom thereof, and banding means extending 
along side and top panels of said container for securely posi 
tioning and retaining said overwrap container on said pallet. 


