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ALICE SMITH, OF HAMPSTEAD, LONDON, ENGLAND, ASSIGNOR 10 WILLIAM
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SKIRT-HANGER.

949,665,

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Arice SmirH, a sub-
ject of the King of Great Britain, residing
at Dunkeld Lodge, South Hill Park Gar-
dens, Hampstead, London, England, have
invented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Skirt-Hangers, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

This invention for improvements in skirt
hangers relates to those hanging appliances
which are formed of a curved bar adapted
to be inserted in the skirt band and pro-
vided near the middle with a suspending
hook. With such hangers as hitherto con-
structed the end of the bar sometimes
presses against the material of the skirt at a
point below the band, whereby the skirt is
liable to be stretched at this point and more
or less disfigured.

Now this invention has for its object to
prevent the displacement of the skirt band
after it has been arranged on the hanger,
and consists in providing one end of the
hanger bar with a clip arranged to grip the
skirt band and hold it in position.

Referring to the accompanying sheets of
illustrative drawings, Figures 1, 2 and 3 rep-
resent in side elevation, end elevation and
plan respectively one arrangement of a
skirt hanger constructed according to this
invention, part of the hanger bar being
broken away. Fig. 4 shows to a reduced
scale an elevation of a hanger with a skirt
attached thereto. Figs. 5, 6 and 7 are simi-
lar views to Figs. 1 to 8 showing a modified
arrangement of hanger, Figs. 8 and 9 are
side elevation and plan respectively of an-
other modified form of construction. Figs.
10 and 11 are side elevations illustrating
two further modified forms of hangers and
Tigs. 10* and 10° are detail views of further
modifications.

A hanger bar ¢ is cut away at the front
end as shown, to form a fixed jaw b while
the end ¢ of a two armed lever d ¢ projects
over it and codperates with it to grip the
skirt band. The gripping lever ¢ ¢ is made
of a single length of wire comprising an
extension 7, through which it is operated by
the thumb or finger of the operator; two
arms d e; the end ¢ for gripping the band
of the suspended skirt; and the transverse
journal part ¢ which passes through an
opening 1n the bar ¢ and is secured in posi-
tion by a filling plug % provided with a
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groove ¢ for receiving the journal part ¢ of
the lever and which permits of the adjust-
ment of the position of the end ¢ by turning
the plug A into any desired position and
then securing it by means of a pin j. The
lever is forced into, and maintained in, its
normal or gripping position by a spring ¢
secured to the bar as shown.

In order to effect an automatic grip of
the jaws T so arrange the position of the
pivot or journal ¢ and angle of the jaw 0
that the angle between the jaw b and the
line joining the axis of the pivot ¢ and the
extremity of jaw ¢, when closed, shall ex-
ceed the complement of the angle of repose
of the surfaces in sliding contact. It will
thus be readily understood that as a result
of the downward pull caused by the weight
of the garment the friction between the ma-
terial gripped and the gripping jaws b and
¢ causes the jaws to press together with suf-
ficient force to effectually jam the material
between them. It is however unnecessary
to adhere strictly to the angle indicated pro-
vided the spring 1 is made of sufficient
strength to provide the necessary external
reinforcing pressure on the gripping lever.

In using the hanger the end ¢ 1s first
passed through the placket hole of the skirt;
the gripping end ¢ is then raised from the
surface of the jaw O by depressing the end f

.of the gripping lever; the band of the skirt

is then placed between them the release of
the said lever permitting the said band to
be firmly gripped in the jaws as will be
readily understood. A suitable hook is pro-
vided by which the hanger bar « is sus-
pended from any convenient support in the
usual manner.

The modified arrangement of hanger
shown in Figs. 5, 6, and 7 comprises a lever
d e suitably bent and pivoted to the bar «
by the pin ¢, the gripping end ¢ being
pressed on to the gripping surface b of the
bar by means of a spring / secured to the
bar as shown.

In the form of hanger illustrated in Figs.
8 and 9 the lever ¢ is pivoted on a pin g
as before, but the gripping end ¢ is pressed
on to the gripping surface & by a spring /
coiled around a pin p secured in the arms d
of the lever. An opening ¢ is bored in the
bar a for the reception of the coiled part of
the spring and shallow recesses ¢ are made
in opposite sides of the bar to enable the op-
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positely extending ends I’ of the spring to
lie flush with the sides of the bar in which
they are fixed, and the arms & of the lever
to lie close against the said sides as shown.

Referring to Fig. 10 a plate m secured to
the bar ¢ is bent to form a gripping projec-
tion & with which the inclined gripping end
¢ of the lever d ¢ is made to engage, by
means of the spring 7 the material to be
gripped being placed between them as here-
inbefore described. Obviously the gripping
end ¢ may be inclined as shown in Fig. 10*
to engage with the outer side of the projec-
tion 6. Or it may be formed in the shape of
an inverted V as shown in Iig. 10° so as to
press on both sides of the projection b suit-
ably shaped to fit. '

Irig. 11 shows a further modified arrange-
ment in which the gripping device is mount-
ed on the bar @ and comprises a flanged base
o for securing it to the bar a, a bent spring
arm 7 terminating in a gripping extension ¢
formed to engage with a hooked gripping
extension & and a lever d ¢ pivoted by the
pin ¢ to the bar ¢ and whose end o engages
with the arm # so that on operating the said
lever the spring arm = is drawn inward
causing the gripping extensions ¢ and o to
approach each other and so firmly grip the
material placed between them.

949,665

What I claim and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent is:—

1. A skirt hanger comprising a hanger
bar having one end formed with a gripping
surface in combination with a gripper lever
provided with a gripping extension and so
pivoted with respect to the beforementioned
gripping surface that a pull on the gripped
material causes the gripping surfaces to au-
tomatically jam the material between them
substantially as described.

2. In skirt hangers a gripping device com-
prising a fixed jaw secured to or integral
with the hanger bar, a lever pivoted to or
journaled in the hanger bar and provided
with a gripping end to coOperate with the
fixed jaw, a spring secured to the hanger
bar and connected to the gripper lever so as
to press the gripping jaws into engagement
and an adjustable pivot or bearing plug for
securing and maintaining the pivot or jour-
nal of the gripping lever in position sub-
stantially as described.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature,
in presence of two witnesses.

ALICE SMITH.
Witnesses:

H. D. Jamzsoxn,
IF. L. Ra~p.
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