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To all whom it may concern 
Be it known that I, WALENTINE C. RosEN 

BERGER, a citizen of the United States, resid 
ing at Philadelphia, in the county of Phila 
delphia and State of Pennsylvania, have in 
vented certain new and useful Improvements 
in Separable Squares, of which the follow 
ing is a specification. 
My invention relates to improvements in 

separable squares, the object of the invention 
being to provide an improved construction 
of members comprising the separable square, 
whereby they may be securely held when to 
gether, but readily separated when desired. 
A further object is to provide a square of 

this character of simple, inexpensive con 
struction, strong and durable in use. 
With these and other objects in view, the 

invention consists in certain novel features 
of construction and combinations and ar 
rangements of parts, as will be more fully 
hereinafter described, and pointed out in the 
claims. 
In the accompanying drawings: Figure 1, 

is a plan view illustrating my improved 
square. Fig. 2, is a plan view showing the 
members of the square separated, the gradu 
ations of the scale being omitted in this view. 
Fig. 3, is a view in section on the line 3-3 
of Fig. 1, and Fig. 4, is an end elevation of 
the member 1 of the square taken on the line 
4-4 of Fig. 2. 

1 and 2 represent the two members of the 
square which are both preferably of metal, 
but I am not limited in the material used. 
Member 1 is provided in One end with a 

central longitudinal recess 2" which, at its 
inner end, is connected by a restricted neck 8 
with a circular finger opening 4, one wall of 
said neck 3 being at an angle as illustrated at 
5, for a purpose which will hereinafter ap 
pear. This recess 2 in member 1 is adapted 
to receive a tongue 6 on member 2 and at 
right angles to the latter, and spaced a dis 
tance from the end of member 2 equal to the 
distance between the wall of recess 2 and the 
edge of member 1. Tongue 6 is provided at opposite side 
edges and on a portion of one end, with 
flanges 7 adapted to fit in grooves 8 in the 
walls of recess 2', when the tongue 6 is 
forced into the recess. On the inner end of 
tongue 6, a spring catch. 9 is secured by 
screws 10. This spring catch is provided 
with a shoulder 11, and a finger grip 12 at 

its extreme end. When the tongue 6 is en 
tered in the recess 2', and moved longitudi 
nally thereof, the shoulder 11 will engage 
the Wall 5 of the neck portion 3, and be 
forced backward by the cam action of said 
Wall until the tongue is entered within the 
recess 2", when the shoulder 11 will spring 
into the circular finger hole and securely 
lock tongue 6 in recess 2. 
When it is desired to separate the member, 

the finger is inserted in the hole 4 to press 
back the spring catch 9 and allow the mem 
bers to be separated. Recess 2 is formed 
by means of two tongues 13, and 14 respec 
tively, the former appreciably longer than 
the latter as shown. The longer tongue 13 
is notched or recessed as shown at 15 to re 
ceive a short tongue 16 on the end of member 
2, and inside of this tongue 16, member 2 is 
recessed as shown at 17, and provided with a 
flange 18 to enter a recess or groove 19 in 
the extreme end and inner portion of the 
tongue 13. Member 2 at the inner edge of 
tongue 6, is provided with a shallow recess 
20 to receive the end of tongue 14, and a 
flange 21 is provided in this recess 20 to en 
gage in groove 22 in the end of tongue 14. 

It will be noted that when the members 
are securely locked together by means of the 
spring catch 9, not only is member 2 held 
against any movement longitudinally of 
member 1, but member 1 is held against any 
movement longitudinally of member 2, and 
the members are securely held against any 
pivotal lateral or Wabbling movement what 
ever relative to each other, but have a fixed 
relation at an exact right angle to each 
other. 

Various slight changes might be made in 
the general form and arrangement of parts 
described without departing from my inven 
tion, and hence I do not limit myself to the 
precise details set forth, but consider myself 
at liberty to make such changes and alter 
ations as fairly fall within the spirit and 
scope of the appended claims. 

Having thus described my invention, what 
I claim as new and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent is: 

1. In a separable Square, the combination 
of two members, one of said members having 
a longitudinal central recess in one end, the 
inner end of said recess connected by a re 
stricted neck with a finger opening, a tongue 
on the other member constructed to fit said 
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recess, a spring catch on the end of said 
tongue adapted to be passed through said 
neck and engage the Wall of said finger open 
ing, and said tongue and recess having inter 
locking flanges and grooves, Substantially as 
described. 

2. In a separable Square, the combination 
of two members, one of said members having 
a longitudinal central recess in one end, the 
inner end of said recess connected by a re 
stricted neck with a finger opening, a tongue 
on the other member constructed to fit said 
recess, a spring catch on the end of said 
tongue adapted to be passed through said 
neck and engage the Wall of said finger open 
ing, said tongue and recess having inter 
locking flanges and grooves, tongues of dif 
ferent lengths at opposite sides of the re 
cess, said longer tongue notched at an 
angle, and Said member having the first 
mentioned tongue recessed at opposite sides 
of said tongue to receive the two tongues 
forming the first-mentioned recess, substan 
tially as described. 

3. In a separable square, the combination 
of two members, one of said members having 
a longitudinal central recess in One end, the 
inner end of said recess connected by a re 
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stricted neck with a finger opening, a tongue 
on the other member constructed to fit said 
recess, a spring catch on the end of said 
tongue adapted to be passed through said 
neck and engage the Wall of said finger open 
ing, said tongue and recess having interlock 
ing flanges and grooves, tongues of different 
lengths at opposite sides of the recess, said 
longer tongue notched at an angle, said mem 
ber having the first-mentioned tongue re 
cessed at opposite sides of said tongue to re 
ceive the two tongues forming the first 
mentioned recess, all of said tongues and re 
cesses having flange and groove engagement, 
One Wall of said neck inclined and exerting 
cam action on the spring catch when the 
latter is entered, and a finger hold on the 
free end of said spring catch projecting into 
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said finger opening, substantially as de 
scribed. 
In testimony whereof I have signed my 

name to this specification in the presence of 
two subscribing witnesses. 

VALENTINE C. ROSENBERGER. 
Witnesses: 

WM. F. HARRIs, 
NATHAN E. VERITY. 
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