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United States Patent Office 2,958,304 
Patented Nov. 1, 1960 

2,958,304 
SEWENG MACHINE 

Richard H. Arbib, New York, N.Y., assignor to White Sewing Machine Corporation, Lakewood, Ohio, a cor 
poration of Delaware 

Filed Nov. 20, 1957, Ser. No. 697,630 
10 Claims. (C. 112-260) 

This invention relates to a sewing machine and more 
particularly to a portable sewing machine. 
An object of the invention is to provide a portable sew 

ing machine wherein the head of the machine can be read 
ily enclosed when the machine is not in use or is being 
transported by means forming part of the work bed or 
surface of the machine when the latter is performing 
sewing operations. 

Another object of the invention is to provide a portable 
sewing machine which has swingable front and rear side 
and end panels which in one position extend in the plane 
of the work bed of the machine and provide a work sur 
face of substantial area and in another position serve as 
an enclosure for the head of the portable sewing ma 
chine when the latter is not in use or is being trans 
ported. 
A further object is to provide a portable sewing ma 

chine wherein the head is enclosed during nonuse or 
transportation of the machine by front and rear panels 
and an end panel hingedly connected to the sewing ma 
chine bed and forming part of the work bed or surface 
of the machine during use while the outer end surface 
of the vertical arm of the sewing machine head and the 
upper portion of the horizontal arm thereof provide with 
said panels when the latter are closed a substantially con 
tinuous outer enclosing surface for the machine. 

Another object is to provide a portable sewing ma 
chine such as referred to in the previous objects and 
which is compact and includes side and end panels serv 
ing the dual functions of enclosing the sewing machine 
head during nonuse of the machine and of providing a 
work bed or surface of substantial area during the use of 
the machine. 
A still further object is to provide a portable sewing 

machine as referred to above and wherein the front and 
rear side panels and the end panel can be readily detached 
from the machine when it is desired to do so. 

Further and additional objects and advantages inherent 
in the invention and not specifically referred to above 
will become apparent hereinafter during the detailed de 
scription of an embodiment of the invention which is to 
follow and which embodiment is illustrated in the ac 
companying drawings forming a part of this specifica 
tion and wherein, 

Fig. 1 is a perspective and elevational view on a re 
duced scale of a portable sewing machine embodying the 
invention during nonuse of the machine when it is en 
closed for storage or transportation. 

Fig. 2 is a perspective and elevational view on a larger 
scale of the sewing machine shown in Fig. 1 with the 
front and rear side and the end panels in lowered posi 
tion wherein their upper surfaces are planularly aligned 
with the upper surface of the work bed of the machine; 
the rear side panel being illustrated as moved to its ex 
treme left-hand shifted operative position and the front 
side panel as being in its most right-hand lowered posi 
tion prior to being shifted toward the left. 

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary top plan view of the sewing 
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machine shown in Fig. 2 with the head thereof omitted 
to illustrate the work bed and the front and rear side 
and end panels. 

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary vertical sectional detail view 
taken substantially on line 4-4 of Fig. 3 looking in the 
direction of the arrows. 

Fig. 5 is a fragmentary view, partly in longitudinal 
vertical section and partly in side elevation, taken sub 
stantially along irregular line 5-5 of Fig. 3 looking in 
the direction of the arrows and broken away intermediate 
its ends to shorten the length thereof. 

Fig. 6 is a fragmentary detail horizontal sectional view 
taken substantially on line 6-6 of Fig. 1 looking in the 
direction of the arrows. 

Fig. 7 is a fragmentary detail vertical sectional view on 
a larger scale than the preceding views and is taken sub 
stantially along line 7-7 of Fig. 2 looking in the direc 
tion of the arrows. 

Fig. 8 is a plan view taken substantially from line 
8-8 of Fig. 7 looking in the direction of the arrows and 
with the plate shown in Fig. 7 removed. 

Fig. 9 is a fragmentary substantially horizontal sec 
tional view taken substantially on inclined line 9-9 of 
Fig. 7 looking in the direction of the arrows. 

Fig. 10 is a fragmentary vertical sectional view on the 
same scale as Fig. 7 and is taken substantially on line 
10-10 of Fig. 2 looking in the direction of the arrows, 
and 

Fig. 11 is a fragmentary transverse vertical sectional 
view taken substantially on line 11-11 of Fig. 10 look 
ing in the direction of the arrows. 

Referring first to Figs. 1 and 2, the portable sewing 
machine embodying the present invention comprises a 
hollow base 5, the upper surface of which constitutes a 
work bed 16. The gooseneck head of the sewing ma 
chine is carried by the base 15 and includes a vertical 
portion 17 and a horizontal portion 18, at the free end 
of which is the end face portion which mounts the re 
ciprocating needle bar 19 and presser foot rod 20 as will 
be well understood in the art. 
The presser foot carried by the rod 20 overlies the feed 

plate 2 mounted in the work bed 16 and provided with 
slots through which the feed dogs 22 operate and with a 
needle opening 23, see Fig. 3. It will be understood 
that the mechanism for operating the sewing instrumen 
talities of the machine will be contained in the hollow 
base 15, the vertical portion 7 and horizontal portion 18 
of the sewing machine head. However, since these in 
strumentalities form no part of the present invention the 
same need not be described herein. 
The front and rear sides of the vertical and horizontal 

portions 17 and 18 of the sewing machine head are off 
set inwardly to provide recesses 17a and 18a into which 
front and rear side panels, later to be described, are 
nested so as to form substantially smooth outer surfaces 
merging with the top surface 24 and the end surface 25 
of the head as viewed in Figs. 1 and 2. 
The end face of the horizontal arm 18 of the sewing 

machine head is provided with an inwardly offset Sur 
face 26 to similarly receive an end panel later to be 
referred to. The end face of the head just at the juncture 
of the upper end of the inwardly offset surface 26 and 
the remainder of the end face is provided with a fitting 
27 having a circular base. The right-hand end surface 
25 of the head is provided with a similar fitting horizon 
tally aligned with the fitting 27 in the end face of the 
head and said fittings are for the purpose of attaching 
a carrying strap (not shown) to the portable sewing 
machine. - 
The top surface 24 of the sewing machine head is 

provided intermediate its ends with a cutout 28 to furnish 
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a carrying handle 29 to facilitate the handling of the 
portable sewing machine. 

Reference previously has been made to front and rear 
side panels and said panels are shown, respectively, at 
30 and 3. Also reference was previously made to an 
end panel and the same is indicated at 32. The panels 
30, 31 and 32 are hingedly connected to the base 15 so 
that in their lowered position they will be planular with 
the work bed i6 and provided an extended working sur 
face as shown in Figs. 2 and 3, or said panels may be 
swung upwardly to the position shown in Fig. 1 wherein 
they will enclose the front and rear sides and the end 
face of the sewing machine head and will merge with 
the top surface 24 and the opposite end surface 25 to 
provide a substantially continuous outer surface con 
figuration for the machine when the latter is not in use 
or is being transported. 
The panels 30, 31 and 32 preferably are hinged to 

the base 5 in a manner such that they can be readily 
detached from the base or connected thereto. Also the 
front and rear panels 30 and 3 are so connected to the 
base that in their lowered position they can be moved 
toward the left as viewed in Fig. 2 so that their left 
hand edge will align with the left-hand or outer end of 
the end panel 32 and in such position the panels provide 
a substantial work table or surface area. The manner 
in which the panels are thus connected to the base 15 
will now be described. 
The base 15 at its front and rear sides and just be-, 

low the work bed E6 is provided with horizontal longi 
tudinally extending slots 33 which communicate at their 
inner longitudinal edges with vertical slots 34. The slots 
33 and 34 are shown clearly in Fig. 4 and said slots 
extend longitudinally of the base i5 from the left-hand 
end thereof as viewed in Fig. 2 to adjacent the right 
hand end but terminate a predetermined distance in 
wardly of said right-hand end as indicated in broken lines 
in Fig. 3. 

Angle-shaped hinge members 35 can be slid into po 
sition in the slots 33 and 34 at the front and rear sides 
of the base 5 from the left-hand end of the base as 
viewed in Fig. 2 and said hinge members 35 have eye 
portions 35a extending outwardly of the horizontal slots 
33 at the front and rear sides of the base 5. The eye 
portions 35a of the hinge members 35 are located in 
recesses 36 formed in the adjacent longitudinal sides of 
the panels 30 and 38. The eye portions 35a receive a 
hinge pin or pintle 37 carried by hinge members 38 
fixedly secured to the upper sides of the panels 30 and 
31 by suitable means such as screws 39. The hinge 
members 38 and the heads of the screws 39 are covered 
by plates 49 forming part of the panels 30 and 31 and 
constituting the upper surfaces thereof when the panels 
are in lowered position as clearly shown in Figs. 4, 7 
and 10. 
The longitudinal sides of the panels 30 and 31 adjacent 

to the base 15 and on the underside of the panels when 
the latter are in lowered position as indicated in Figs. 
2, 3 and 4 are provided with a radius 41. Likewise the 
left and right-hand ends of the panels 30 and 31 are 
provided with a radius 42, see Fig. 10, and a radius 43, 
see Fig. 7 so that said panels when in raised or closed 
position will properly interfit and merge into the contour 
of the sewing machine head. 

It will be seen that the front and rear side panels 30 
and 31 can readily be connected to and disconnected 
from the base 15 by merely sliding the hinge members 
35 into or out of the left hand ends of the slots 33 
and 34 as viewed in Fig. 3. 

It will also be seen that due to the hinge connection 
between the panels 30 and 31 the latter when connected 
to the base 15 can be swung either to the lowered po 
sition or to the upper enclosing position and when in the 
latter said panels can be secured to the head by means 
later to be described. 
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4. 
The end panel 32 is connected to the left-hand end 

of the base 15 as viewed in Fig. 2 in a manner similar 
to the connection between the panels 30 and 31 with the 
base. The left-hand end of the base 15 just below the 
work bed 16 is provided with a horizontal slot 44 that 
communicates with a vertical slot 45 and the slots 44 and 
45 extend the entire width of the end of the base 15. 
An angle-shaped hinge member 46 similar to the hinge 
members 35 is adapted to be mounted in the slots 44 
and 45 and is provided with eye portions 46a extending 
into recesses 47 formed in the adjacent end of the panel 
32. 
The panel 32 has secured to it by screws 48 a hinge 

member 49 similar to the hinge member 38 and mount 
ing a hinge pin or pintle 50 which extends through the 
eye portions 46a. A plate 51 forming the upper sur 
face of the panel 32 when the latter is in lowered posi 
tion overlies the hinge member 49 and the screws 48 and 
also the eye portions 46a. 
The panel 32 can be connected to the base 15 by 

sliding the hinge member 46 into the slots 44 and 45 
from either the front or rear sides of the machine when 
both panels 30 and 31 are in the raised position of Fig. 
1. Of course the panel 32 can be readily removed by 
a reversal of this operation. 
The panel 32 in its front and rear longitudinal sides 

is provided with horizontal slots 52 and vertical slots 
53 corresponding to the slots 33 and 34 in the base 15 
and aligning therewith when the panel 32 is in the low 
ered position shown in Figs. 2 and 3. When the panel 
32 is in such lowered position the front and rear side 
panels 30 and 31 when lowered can be slid longitudinally 
of the base 15 toward the left until their left-hand ends 
as viewed in Fig. 2 align with the left-hand or free end 
of the panel 32, it being understood that the hinge mem 
bers 35 will pass from the slots 33, 34 and into the slots 
52, 53 in the longitudinal edges of the panel 32. 
The panel 32 at its outer end and on its front and 

rear sides is provided with angularly shaped stop lugs 
54 which overlie the outer ends of the slots 52. The 
stop lugs 54 are received in cutouts 55 formed in the 
inner left-hand corners of the panels 30 and 31 as viewed 
in Fig. 2, and hence said stop lugs 54 act to arrest 
left-hand sliding movement of the panels 30 and 31 in 
a position wherein the ends of the panels are in align 
ment with the end of the panel 32. The cutouts 55 also 
facilitate the attachment of the end panel 32 to the base 
15 since the slots 44 and 45 are exposed thereby. The 
stop lugs 34 also perform an additional function which 
will subsequently be described. 
The end panel 32 may be provided with a knob 56 

to facilitate the user swinging said panel from its upper 
position, as shown in Fig. 1, to its lower position as shown 
in Fig. 2. The free end of the panel 32 is provided with 
an arcuate recess 57 which interfits the underside of the 
fitting 27 when the panel 32 is in raised position. The 
panel 32 mounts in the wall of the recess 57 a spring 
pressed ball detent 58 which snaps into a recess (not 
shown) in the underside of the fitting 27 when the panel 
32 is in raised position to hold the panel in said position. 
The front and rear panels 30, 31 are provided with a 

pair of swingable legs which will now be described. In 
asmuch as the legs on the panels 30 and 3 are identical 
in construction only the legs on the panel 30 need be 
herein described, it being understood that the legs on the 
panel 31 are of the same construction. 
The panels 30 and 31 adjacent their left-hand outer 

corners (as viewed in Fig. 2) are each provided with a 
leg 59. The leg 59 is substantially rectangular in cross 
section and when the panels are in their lowered position 
the legs 59 will depend substantially vertically from the 
panels and act as supports for one of the outer corners 
thereof. The panels 30 and 31 on their outer or under 
sides are provided with elongated recesses 60 into which 
the legs 59 can be nested when swung to inoperative 
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position when the panels are in their raised position as 
shown in Fig. 1. 
The outer or under wall of each panel 30 and 31 

has an inwardly extending U-shaped portion 61, the side 
walls of which mount a pin 62. Each panel 30 and 31 
interiorly has a metal strip 63 secured thereto by screws 
64. The metal strip 63 is provided with a channel-shaped 
portion 63a between the side walls of which extend the 
upper end of the leg 59. The channel-shaped portion 
63a in the wall thereof connecting the side walls is slit 
to provide a spring finger 65 integral with the strip 63 
and provided at its free end with a V-shaped portion 65a 
located between the side walls of the portion 63a and 
overlying the upper end of the leg 59. The leg 59 has 
its upper end pivotally mounted on the pin 62 and said 
upper end of the leg 59 is provided with two V-shaped 
recesses 66 and 67 spaced 90° apart and cooperating, re 
spectively, with the V-shaped portion 65a of the spring 
finger 65 when the leg 59 is in lowered position and in 
raised position. 
The upper ends of the legs 59 on opposite sides thereof 

are provided with rectangular recesses 68 into which the 
side walls of the channel-shaped portions 63a of the metal 
strips 63 extend when the legs 59 are in raised position 
and are nested in the recesses 60. It will be seen that 
when the front and rear panels are in the raised position 
of Fig. 1 the legs 59 will be swung into the recesses 60 
and will be held therein by the action of the V-shaped por 
tions 65a of the spring fingers 65 engaging in the V 
shaped recesses 67. 
When the front and rear panels 30 and 3 are to be 

swung downwardly the user of the machine can swing 
the legs 59 outwardly of the recesses 60 and against the 
spring load of the spring fingers 65, with the V-shaped 
portions 65a thereof riding out of the V-shaped recesses 
67 and snapping into the V-shaped recesses 66 to main 
tain the legs in substantially perpendicular relationship 
relative to the panels such that they form stable support 
ing legs for one of the outer corners of the panels. 
The front and rear side panels 30 and 3 are provided 

in their right-hand outer corner as viewed in Fig. 2 with 
legs 69. The legs 69 are provided with retaining latches 
later to be referred to, which when the legs 69 are nested 
in the recesses 70 formed in the panels engage with 
keeper portions of the head to retain the panels in raised 
position. The leg 69 is substantially U-shaped in cross 
section for the major portion of its length and the retain 
ing latch 71, previously referred to, is either integral 
with the leg or is a separate member secured thereto as 
by welding and is located intermediate the side walls of 
the leg 69 and more particularly is adjacent to the inner 
side wall thereof as viewed in Fig. 9. The retaining latch 
71 has a hook portion 71a at its outer or free end and 
an upwardly extending portion 71b at its inner end. The 
upper ends of the side walls of the leg 69 are provided 
with slots into which extend trunnion posts 72 and 73 
formed within the panel. The upwardly extending por 
tion 71b of the retaining latch underlies the trunnion post 
73 and the upper end of said portion is arcuately shaped 
So it can move around the circumference of said trunnion 
post, 
A metal plate 74 is secured to the upper end of the leg 

69 by a screw 75 and said plate has a downwardly ex 
tending portion 74a as viewed in Fig. 7 which engages 
the trunnion posts and functions to hold the leg against 
displacement from said posts. The plate 74 also is pro 
vided with a laterally extending lug 74b. 

Located within the recess 70 is a coil spring 76, one 
end of which is provided with a hook or eye portion 
that extends through a slot 77 formed in the internal 
structure of the panel and passes around an anchoring 
pin 78 mounted within a vertical slot 79 as viewed in 
Fig. 7. The opposite end of the spring 76 is provided 
with an extended portion having at its end a loop hooked 
around the lateral lug 74b. 
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It will be seen that when the leg 69 is in its lowered 

position wherein it is slightly inclined to the vertical the 
spring 76 exerts a load tending to hold the leg in such 
position. Also it will be seen that when the leg 69 is 
swung into the recess 70 the spring 76 will act to impose 
a spring load on said leg retaining the same in the recess. 
When the leg 69 is in the recess 70 the hook portion 

71a of the retaining latch 71 engages in a keeper notch 
80 formed in the sewing machine head since during the 
swinging of the leg 69 into the recess 70 said retaining 
latch passes through an opening 81 formed in the panel. 
The action of the spring 76 on the leg 69 when the latter 
is in the recess 70 is such that the hook 71a is held against 
the side wall of the keeper notch 80 and thus the panel 
is firmly latched in raised or enclosing position. 
The front and rear side panels 30 and 3 are each 

provided in its left-hand edge as viewed in Fig. 2 with a 
retaining notch 82. When the panels 30, 31 and 32 
are in the raised or enclosing position of Fig. 1 the stop 
lugs 54 on the panel 32 tightly interfit the retaining 
notches 82 of the panels 30 and 31, see Fig. 6, and this 
assists in maintaining the panel 32 in raised position. 

In assembling the side panels 30 and 31 to the base 
15 the hinge members 35 carried thereby are inserted 
into the slots 33 and 34 from the left-hand end of the 
base as viewed in Fig. 2 and then the panels are slid as 
far as possible toward the right of the base. This mount 
ing of the panels 30 and 31 occurs prior to mounting the 
panel 32. After the panels 31 and 32 have been thus 
mounted and moved as far to the right as possible and, 
preferably swung to their upper position, the hinge mem 
ber 46 carried by the end panel 32 is slid into the slots 
44 and 45 from one end thereof and until the panel 32 is 
in alignment with the work bed 6. 
The side panels 30 and 31 when swung upwardly to 

enclosing position from the position shown in Fig. 2 to 
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the position shown in Fig. 1 should have the legs 69 
swung outwardly from the recesses 70. As soon as the 
panels 30 and 31 are in fully raised position then the legs 
69 can be swung into the recesses 76 and the retaining 
latch 71 will engage in the keeper notches 80 so that the 
panels 30 and 31 will be latched in raised position. When 
this condition exists the end panel 32 can be swung up 
wardly until the lugs 54 are in the retaining notches 82 
of the panels 30 and 31 while the ball detent 58 in the 
arcuate recess 57 at the outer end of the panel 32 snaps 
into its cooperating recess formed in the underside of the 
fitting 27. 
The engagement of the lugs 54 in the notches 82 and 

of the detent 58 in its cooperating recess functions to hold 
the panel 32 in raised position. At this time the sewing 
machine head is enclosed and this is the condition it will 
be in when the machine is not in use or is being trans 
ported. 
As previously stated, a carrying strap, not shown, can 

be secured to the fittings 27 located at the opposite ends of 
the machine, only one of which fittings is shown in the 
drawing. When it is desired to use the machine for sew 
ing operations the operator grasps the knob 56 on the 
panel 32 and exerts sufficient pull thereon to overcome 
the action of the detent 58 and to disengage the lugs 54 
from the notches 82 so the panel 32 can be swung down 
Wardly. Then the operator swings the legs 69 in the 
panels 30 and 31 outwardly from the recesses 70 until 
said legs are in the full line position of Fig. 7 at which 
time the retaining latches 71 are disengaged from the 
keeper notches 80. The operator also swings the legs 59 
outwardly of the recesses 60 from their broken line posi 
tion to their full line position of Fig. 10. Then the panels 
30 and 31 are lowered to a horizontal position and are 
slid toward the left as viewed in Fig. 2 until the hinge 
members 35 are in the slots 52 and 53 of the end panel 32 
and the stop lugs 54 of said panel are in the cutouts 55 of 
the panels 30 and 31 and act as stops against further left 
hand sliding movement of the side panels. It will be seen 
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that the upper surfaces of the panels 30, 31 and 32 lie in 
the plane of the work bed 16 of the base 55 and provide a 
Substantial work table area for the portable sewing ma 
chine, 

if it is desired to remove the panels from the machine 
the side panels 30 and 3; are slid to their most right 
hand position as viewed in Fig. 2 and swung to their raised 
position and then the end panel 32 is removed by siding 
the hinge member 46 out of the slots 44 and 45. When 
this has taken place the side panels 30 and 31 are swung 
downwardly and then removed by sliding the same toward 
the left as viewed in Fig. 2 to remove the hinge members 
35 from the slots 33 and 34. 

Although a preferred embodiment of the invention has 
been illustrated and described herein it will be understood 
that the invention is susceptible of various modifications 
and adaptations within the scope of the appended claims. 

Having thus described my invention, I claim: 
1. A portable sewing machine comprising a base having 

an upper surface constituting a work bed, a head on said 
upper Surface of said base adjacent one end of the latter 
and having a vertical portion and a horizontal portion 
extending from the upper end of the vertical portion and 
overhanging said base, said vertical and horizontal por 
tions being provided on the front and rear sides and the 
free end thereof with recesses, front and rear side panels 
at the opposite longitudinal sides of said base, means 
hingedly connecting said side panels to said base, an 
end panel at the other end of said base, means hingedly 
connecting said end panel to said other end of said base, 
said side and end panels being swingable about said means 
hingedly connecting said panels to said base from an 
upper position wherein they are nested in said recesses 
and merge with and contact and enclose the front and 
rear sides of the head and the free end of the horizontal 
portion thereof to a lowered position wherein their upper 
surfaces are substantially in the same plane as the upper 
Surface of said base, releasable means for retaining said 
panels in said upper position, and means for supporting 
said panels in said lowered position. 

2. A portable sewing machine as defined in claim 1 and 
wherein said horizontal portion of said head has an elon 
gated opening formed therein and extending transversely 
of said portion from the front side to the back side thereof 
and defined by end, bottom and upper walls constituting 
part of said horizontal portion, the upper wall of said 
opening constituting a handle for moving said portable 
sewing machine. - 

3. A portable sewing machine as defined in claim 1 
and wherein said side panels on their outer sides and ad 
jacent the corners thereof at the outer free ends of said 
panels are provided with recesses, and wherein legs are 
pivotally connected to said panels to be swung to a nested 
position within said recesses or outwardly of said recesses 
to a Supporting position extending away from said panels, 
and spring means are located in said recesses and co 
operate with said legs to retain the same in nested position 
in said recesses or in the outwardly swung supporting 
position. 

4. A portable sewing machine as defined in claim 3 
and wherein said head on the front and rear sides thereof 
is provided with keeper notches while one of said legs on 
teach of Said side panels includes a retaining latch member 
'extending laterally from and movable with said one leg 
'and provided at its free end with a hook portion and 
when the side panel carrying said one leg is in its upper 
position and said one leg is nested in its recess said hook 
portion engages in one of said keeper notches to retain 
the panel in upper position. 

5. A portable sewing machine comprising a base the 
upper surface of which constitutes a work bed, a head 
carried by Said base and having a vertical portion ex 
tending upwardly from adjacent one end of said base 
and a horizontal overhanging portion projecting from 
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end of said base, said base on its front and rear sides 
being provided below the level of its upper surface with 
horizontal slots extending inwardly of the base from 
the front and rear sides thereof and longitudinally of 
the base from the opposite end of said base to adjacent 
the end thereof mounting said vertical portion of said 
head, said base also being provided inwardly of the 
front and rear sides thereof with vertical slots connected 
to said horizontal slots and coextensive therewith lon 
gitudinally of the base, angle-shaped hinge members 
slidable in said horizontal and vertical slots and insert 
able therein and removable therefrom at said opposite 
end of said base, said hinge members having eye portions 
located outwardly of the front and rear sides of said 
base, front and rear side panels provided on their lon 
gitudinal edges that are adjacent to said base with hinge 
members hingedly connected to said eye portions of the 
first mentioned hinge members whereby said side panels 
can be swung from an upper position wherein they con 
tact and enclose the front and rear sides of the head to 
a lowered position wherein their upper surfaces are sub 
stantially in the same plane as the work bed of said base, 
releasable means for retaining said panels in said upper 
position, and means for Supporting said panels in their 
lowered position. 

6. A portable sewing machine as defined in claim 5 
and wherein the opposite end of said base below the 
level of the upper surface thereof is provided with a 
horizontal slot extending inwardly of the base and the 
entire width of said end and with a vertical slot extend 
ing the entire width of said end of the base and com 
municating with the said last mentioned horizontal slot, 
an angle-shaped hinge member insertable into and re 
movable from said last mentioned horizontal and vertical 
slots from one end thereof and provided with eye por 
tions located beyond said opposite end of said base, an 
end panel provided on its end adjacent to said opposite 
end of said base with a hinge member hingedly connected 
to said eye portions of said last mentioned angle-shaped 
hinge member whereby said end panel is swingable from 
an upper position wherein it contacts and encloses the 
free end of the horizontal portion of said head to a 
lowered position wherein its upper surface is substan 
tially in the same plane as the work bed of said base, 
and releasable means for retaining said end panel in said 
upper position. 

7. A portable sewing machine as defined in claim 6 
and wherein said end panel on its opposite longitudinal 
sides is provided with horizontal and vertical slots align 
ing with the horizontal and vertical slots in the front 
and rear sides of said base when said end panel is in 
lowered position whereby said front and rear side panels 
when in lowered position can be slid toward said oppo 
site end of the base to engage the angilar hinge mem 
bers connected to the side panels in the horizontal and 
vertical slots in the longitudinal sides of said end panel. 

8. A portable sewing machine as defined in claim 7 
and wherein said side panels are provided with cutouts 
and said end panel adjacent its outer end and on oppo 
site sides thereof is provided with stop lugs engageable 
with said last mentioned cutouts to limit the sliding 
movement of the said side panels. 

9. A portable sewing machine as defined in claim 8 
and wherein said side panels in their margins that are 
adjacent to said opposite end of said base are provided 
with retaining notches which when said side panels and 
said end panels are in said upper position receive the 
stop lugs on said end panel and act to retain Said end 
panel in said upper position. 

10. A portable sewing machine comprising a base, 
the upper surface of which base constitutes a Work bed, 
a head carried by said base and having a vertical por 
tion extending upwardly adjacent one end of said base 
and a horizontal portion overhanging said base and ex 

said vertical portion and extending toward the opposite 75 tending from said vertical portion toward the opposite 
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end of said base, said vertical and horizontal portions 
being provided on the front and rear sides and the free 
end thereof with recesses, front and rear side panels and 
an end panel, and means for slidably connecting said 
panels to and disconnecting the same from said base and 
including hinge members connected to said panels and 
said base substantially in the plane of the work bed of 
the base whereby said end panel and said front and rear 
side panels can be swung about their respective hinged 
connections with the base to an upper position wherein 
said panels are nested in said recesses and merge with 
and contact and enclose the front and rear sides of the 
head and the free end of the horizontal portion thereof 
to a lowered position wherein the upper surfaces of said 

O 
panels are substantially in the same plane as the work 
bed of said base. 
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