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13 -Claims.

The present invention relates generally to a
fan. stand or pedestal for supporting any desired
or suitable unit, such as air circulating means,
for example, the one iltustrated in the drawings

5. being especially useful where a relatively large
volume -of air circulation is required.

The principal object of the present invention
is the- provision of an adjustable pedestal includ-
ing a relatively heavy base section and tele-

10 scopically associated tubular standard sections,
with a new and improved form of connection be-
tween the tubular standard sections and the parts
associated therewith, such as the base and the
brackel which supports a fan platform or the

15 like. .

More specifically, one object-of the present in-
venticn is the provision of flutes or similar means
limiting the-area of contact ocn the part or parts
adapted to be rigidly and permanently connected

20 ‘with the tubular standard sections, the  diam-
eter of the fluted portions preferably being slight-
ly in excess of the interior diameter of the as-
sociated tubular standard so-that when the parts

. are forced together into a pressed fif, the stand-

25 ard sections securely grip and are rigidly and
permanently attached to  the associated parts
without danger of ever becoming detached. In
forcing the parts into the tubular standards in
this manner, the ends of the standards are ex-

30 panded and the. portions thereof between the
flutes are chorded, whereby the firm and per-
manent attachment between the standard sec-
tions and the associated : parts ‘is maintained
throughout the entire life of the pedestal. Also,

35 by this means, expensive machining, threading,
or other operations are eliminated.

An-additional object of the present invention,
having particularly to do with the formation
of the base section, is the provision of an aper-

40 tured shoulder or flanged portion disposed .ad-
jacent the fluted section of the base and coop-
erating therewith for limiting: the downward
movement .of -the smaller: of the telescopically
asscciated tubular standards, and when the ped-

45 estal is utilized in- supporting electrical appara-
tus, it is a further object of the present inven-
tion to dispese the extension cord or cable means
therefor up through the shouldered base portien
and inte the interior of the telescopically asso-

50 ciated tubular standard sections.

‘ Still further, another object of the present in-
vention in this connection is the provision of a
bar or similar member. carried at the upper end’
of the standard so as to relieve the switch mech-

55 anism, also-carried by the standard, of all stresses

(CL. 248—59)

to which the extension cord or cable may be sub-
jected.  Preferably, according to a  specific’ ob-
ject of the presenf invention, the upper brackeb
is slotted to provide a clamping section and the
cord supporting bar is arranged to be disposed in
the slotted section within the interior of the up-
per end of the smaller standard - section. Not
only does this afford a neat appearance but there
is no danger of disarranging the switch mech-
anism when the pedestal is moved about or when
the upper section thereof is raised and lowered.
. An additional object of the present invention
is the provision of a hew and improved sleeve
member, which may be rigidly and permanently
secured-to the upper end of ‘the larger standard
section by a pressed: fit, as described above, and
which is so constructed and arranged as to serve
as a guide for the upper.or smaller of the tele-
scopically associated standards. Since by the
above method of fastening the base and sleeve
or bracket parts to the tubular standards does
not require that the parts be machined, these
parts may be formed as castings, and where the
sleeve member is in the form of a casting; it
is preferably provided with upper and lower por-
tions which are machined and which constitute
relatively -closely fitting guides for the upper or
adjustable tubular. standard. - It is also an ob-
ject of the present invention to provide the sleeve
member with means which may be tightened for
holding the adjustable standard section in. posi-
tion, this means including a non-metallic part
which engages the upper standard but which does
not tend to mar the surface thereof.

A further-object of the present invention is the
provision ..of -an improved base construction in
which novel means is provided for receiving the
cushioning- feet for the base.

These and other objects of the present inven-
tion will be-apparent to those skilled in the art
after ‘a consideration of-the following detailed
description of the preferred construction, taken in
conjunction with the accompanying drawings il-
lustrating such construction.

In the drawings: :

Figure 1 is a view of a completed pedestal show-
ing in dotted ‘lines a motor driven fan supported
thereon; -

Figure 2 is an enlarged fragmentary view, with
parts broken away in order to illustrate the fluted
construction of the upstanding boss or flange
portion of the base over which the lower tubular
standard section is forced info 2 pressed fit;

Figure 3 is a section taken along the line 3-—3
of Figure 2;
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Tigure 4 is a fragmentary view with certain

paris being broken away in order to show the

teleséoping association of the upper and lower
tubular standard sections and the means for guid-

ing end limiting the movement of the upper or

smaller section; .

Figure 5 is.a vertical section taken substan-
tially midway through the upper end of the up-
per telescopic standard section -and illustrating
the manner of supporting the electric cord in
order to relieve the switch mechanism of stresses
to which the cord is subjected;

Figure 6 is a view, partly in section, taken gen-
erally at right angles to the view shown in Pig-
ure 5, and illustrating the fluted construction of
the upper bracket member and the pivotal con-
nection between the bracket and the fan or mo-
tor platform;

Figure 7 is an elevation of the upper end of the
upper standard section, illustrating the means
provided for limiting the pivotal movement of the
fan or motor platform and the bracket which
supports it; o

Figure 8 is a vertical section taken through one

of the leg portions of the supporting base, illus-

trating the provision made for receiving a cush-
ioning floor engaging foot member; and

Figure 9 is a section taken along the line 9—9
of Pigure 8.

Referring now to the drawings, and more par-
ticularly to Figure 1 which illustrates the com-
plete pedestal, the reference numeral [ indi-
cates the base which is preferably formed as cast
metal having considerable weight and is provided
with a plurality of outwardly extending legs 2
terminating in supporting feet 3. 'These latter
sections of the base member are preferably pro-
vided with floor engaging cushioning members

- which will be referred to later.
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The generally vertically disposed standard of
the pedestal is indicated by the reference numeral
6 and comprises an upper section T and a lower
section 8 telescopically associated to provide for
adjusting the vertical position of the fan 9 or
other unit supported by the pedestal. Each of
the telescoping sections' T and 8 is formed of
relatively light gauge tube stock. 'The lower
standard  section 8 is seeured to the base sec-
tion -without the use of threaded -connections,
welded -joints and the like by providing an up-
standing generally cylindrical fluted portion in-
dicated in Figures 2, 3'and 4 by the reference
numeral 8. The flutes on the section 10 are in-
dicated at 11, and as best shown in Figure 2 these
flutes taper slightly outwardly toward the bot-
tom of the section 10, and similarly, the diameter
of the ‘section 10 adjacent the base 2 is slightly
greater than the diameter at the upper end there-
of. According to the principles of the present
invention, when the standard 8 is assembled onto
the base 2, it is forced over the fluted section with
considerable pressure, and in doing so the lower
end of the standard is expanded or stretched .a
certain amount by the flutes, the portions of the
tubular standard 8 between the flutes being
chorded, as best shown in Figure 3 at 8a. By
virtue of this construction, once the standard has
been forced. into position, it becomes a perma-
nent -and rigid part of the base. The resiliency
of the tubular standard 8 causes it to firmly grip
the base section 10, and the flutes 1, providing

a limited area of contact between the section 19

and the standard 8, make it unnecessary to ex-

ert excessive pressure in forcing the standard on- .

to the base, but once the standard is in position
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itis rigidly and permanently fastened to the base.
The resiliency of the standard and the stretched
or chorded condition of the lower end thereof, by
virtue of the fluted construction, eliminates any
danger of splitting the standard 8 and also serves
to accommodate slight variations in the diameter
of the base section 10. This makes it possible to
use a base in the form of a casting without re-
quiring that any part thereof be machined or
necessitating any other relatively expensive oper-
ation.

The lower tubular standard section 8 extends
upwardly from the base | and at its upper end car-
ries a sleeve member 15 which, like the base |, is
provided with a generally cylindrical fluted sec-
tion 16 having flutes 1T and a laterally directed
flange 18. The sleeve member 15 is secured to
the standard 8 in the same manner that the
standard is secured to the base, namely, by forc-
ing the fluted section into the tube, slightly ex-
panding the same, whereby the parts are rigidly
and permanently fastened together by the fric-
tional and resilient grip which the upper end of
the standard 8 exerts against the flutes 7.

The upper standard section 1 is adjustable ver-
tically relative to the lower standard section 8,
and the sleeve member 15 is provided with verti-
cally spaced portions 21 and 22 which closely fit
against the upper standard section T and serve as
guides in preventing any lateral displacement of
the upper section with respect to the lower. In
order that a close fit at these points may be ob-
tained, the portions 21 and 22 are preferably ma-
chined to bring them to the exact diameter re-
quired. The sleeve member 15 also carries suit-
able clamping means for securing the adjustable
standard section T in position, and to this end
the flange portion 18 of the sleeve member 15 is
provided with a threaded bore 24 in which is dis-
posed a fiber plug 25 or the like and an adjusting
set screw 26 which does not extend outwardly of
the sleeve member (8 but, instead, is provided
with a wrench receiving socket 27. By inserting
a suitable tool in the socket 2T the set screw 26
may be threaded inwardly to force the fiber plug
25 against the upper standard 17, thereby fric-
tionally securing the latter in any adjusted po-
sition. The purpose of the fiber plug 25 is, in the
first place, to provide for sufficient frictional en-
gagement for the purpose of effectively holding
the upper section 7T in its adjusted position and,
in the second place, to prevent any scratching or
marring of the exterior surface of the member T,
as might occur if a metallic set screw or the like
were arranged to be screwed into direct con-
tact therewith. The set screw 26 provides for
convenient adjustment of the section 7 but it
does not extend outwardly from the sleeve mem-
ber 15 and thus is not easily tampered by un-
authorized persons. Similarly, there are no pro-
jecting parts to catch the clothing of persons
passing by the stand.

The downward movement of the upper stand-
ard section 7 is limited by the engagement of
the lower end thereof with a radially inwardly
extending flange or collar section 30 carried by
the base 2 a distance sufficiently inwardly of the
upstanding section 10 to be engaged by the sec-
tion 7. Figure 4 illustrates the lowermost posi-
tion of the latter in dotted lines, and from this
figure it will be noted that the boring or interior
of the upstanding fluted section 10 is large enough
to receive the lower end of the standard section
1. The illustrated construction is preferred, but
if desired the flange stop 32 may be disposed in-
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side or at the upper part of the fluted section 10
proper, or it may be disposed in the base proper
in a somewhat lower position than that indi-
cated in Figure 1. The fluted section 10 may be
solid or closed at its top in which the lower sec-
tion 8 would be limited in its lowermost position
in-substantially the same manner. Whatever the
construction, however, it is desirable to provide
an opening therethrough to receive an electric
cord 31 which is preferably arranged within the
standard sections 7 and 8 and which is disposed
within the base 2, as-indicated. The cord 31,
which conduets current to the fan motor 8 or
other unit carried by the stand, is thus disposed
out of the way.

The upper end of the upper standard section
T cearries a platform-receiving bracket 85, and
like the base 2 and the sleeve member 15, the
bracket 35 carries a fluted section 36 which is ar-
ranged to be forced into the upper end of the
standard section T, making a pressed fit, where~
by the bracket 35 is firmly and rigidly connected
with the tubular standard section 1. If desired,
the flutes may be tapered slightly, as is the case
with the other fluted sections 18 and 6, and the
generally cylindrieal portion in which the flutes
are formed may have a diameter at one end
slightly greater than the diameter at the opposite
end thereof. In this case, the interior diameter
of the associated tubular standard section will
preferably lie somewhere between the two di-
ameters of the fluted section. The bracket 35
includes g flanged exterior section 40 which when
in position is disposed against the upper end
of the standard section T, and a pair of clamp-
ing ears 41 and 42 provided with apertures 43
extend upwardly from the flange 40. The brack-
et 35 is slotted at 45 and 46, as best shown in
Figures 5 and 6, and both slots extend down-
wardly toward the lower end of the fluted sec-
tion 36 an appreciable extent.

Since the upper standard section 7 is adjustable
vertically and since the cord 3! is disposed within
these sections, the present invention contem-
plates supporting the upper end of the cord at
the upper end of the adjustable standard section
1 so as to relieve the associated switch mecha-
nism of stresses to which the cord 3{ may be sub-
jected in use. To this end, a cross bar 48 is
provided ‘and which is adapted to be seated in
the bottom .of the recesses 45 and 46 and well
within. the upper end .of the tubular standard
section 1, as best shown in Figure 5, the ends of
the supporting bar member 48 lying adjacent the
interior walls of the tubular section 1, whereby
the bar 48 is held in position in the slots 45 and
46 of the platform supporting bracket 35. The
supporting bar 48 is provided with a pair of
openings 50 (Figure 5), and the upper end of the
cord 31 is brought through one opening and then
inserted back through the other opening, form-
ing a supporting loop 3ta. The cord 31 is pref-
erably in the form of a rubber covered electric
cable which fits tightly in the holes 5% and, by
disposing the upper end thereof in the bar 48
in the manner just stated, the cord is supported
on the bracket 35 so that all strain comes on the
latter. The cord 31 leads to switch mechanism
52 and, as best indicated in Figure 5, the princi-
pal part of this mechanism is disposed within the
tubular standard section 7, the pull chain 53 and
the attaching nut and guide 54 thereof being
disposed exteriorly of the standard 1. The cord
31 continues past the switch mechanism 52 and
has an -end 60 which terminates in a socket 61

of more or less conventional construction. Pref-
erably, the end 60 is brought out of the bracket
35 in between the clamping ears 41 and 42 there-
of and underneath the fan or motor supporting
platform.

The fan or motor platform is indicated in

Fizure 6 by the reference numeral 78 and, like
the base 2, the sleeve'member 15 and the bracket
35, the platform 78 is preferably in the form of a
casting. ‘'The platform comprises a shelf section
71 and an apertured lug 72 which is hollow, as
indicated at 13, and which includes recessed por-
tions T4 and 75 which receive, respectively, the
clamping ears 41 and 42 of the bracket 35 when
the platform 76 is mounted in position thereon.
The apertures in the lug 12 and the opening 43 in
the clamping ears 41 and 42 are arranged to re-
ceive a pivot bolt 78 which has a head 719 at one
end and a threaded section 80 at the other, the
latter receiving a clamping nut 81 which, when
tightened, serves to force the clamping ears 41
and 42 against the lug section 12, thereby secure-
1y holding the fan or motor platform 70 in any
tilted position. The platform shelf Tl is aper-
tured, as at 82, to receive cushioning bushings
83 of rubber or the like to receive the securing
means for the motor or other unit carried by the
pedestal.

The walls of the recessed portions 74 and 15 are
formed with a downward flare, as indicated in
Figure 7, and cooperate with the clamping ears 41
and 42 in limiting the tilting movement of the
platform 78 with respect to the bracket 35. Each
of the clamping ears #4 and 42 is provided with a
reinforcing rib 84, the rib on the clamping ear 42
terminating in a boss 85 which cooperates with'a
similar boss 86 in receiving the head 19 of the
bolt 18, whereby the latter is prevented from
turning when the nut 81 is tightened. . In forcing
the clamping ears 8! and 42 against the platform
lug 72, the slotted construction 45, 46 provides
some resiliency for the brackef 35, but the firm
attachment of the bracket 35 with the upper end
of the tubular standard section 7 is not affected,
partly because the expansion of the upper end of
the tubular member 1 by the fluted section 36 and
the consequent chording of the member 7 permits
of some yielding at this point without disturbing
the firm attachment of the bracket 36 with the
standard 1.

As mentioned above, the leg sections 2 of the
supporting base | are provided with cushioning
floor contacting members, and these members are
preferably in the form of rubber plugs or inserts
90 having flanged portions 8i. To receive the
cushioning members 88, each of the foot portions
8 is provided with a downwardly facing opening
92 in which the asscciated cushioning member 91
is adapted to be. fitted sufficiently tight to pre-
vent the member from dropping out when the
stand is moved about. The cushioning members
90 are adapted to be pushed into the openings 92,
and to provide for the escape of air and to facili-
tate the insertion of the cushioning members, each
of the downwardly facing recesses 92 is provided
with a small slot or groove 95, By the provision
of this slot or groove, there is no danger of air
becoming entrapped behind the rubber cushioning
member 90 when it is being inserted in the base.
As best shown in Figure 9, the flange 91 is made
sufficiently large enough to cover the lower end
of the slot or groove 95.

By virtue of this construction, there is-no neces-
gity for -providing a hole in each of the cushion-
ing members 96 to allow the air to escape when
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they are being inserted, nor is there any necessity
for forming a hole leading upwardly from the re-
cess 92 to the upper surface of the base. This
surface may therefore be continuous and uninter-
rupted, and the slot 95 may be conveniently and
inexpensively formed when the base 1 is cast,
there being no machining or other operation re-
quired in forming the grooves 95.

‘While I have shown and described above the
preferred construction in which the principles of
the present invention have been embodied, it is
to be understood that my invention is not to be
limited to the specific details shown and described
above, but that, in fact, widely different means
may be employed in the practice of the broader as-
pects of my invention.

What I claim, therefore, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent is:

1. A supporting pedestal comprising a base
having an upstanding portion, and a tubular
standard comprising a pair of telescopic sections,
the lower end of the larger tubular section secured
to said upstanding section, said base carrying a
shouldered section  extending radially inwardly
with respect to said upstanding portion for limit-
ing the telescoping movement of the smaller of
said tubular standard sections inwardly of the
larger tubular section.

2. A supporting pedestal comprising a hollow
base having an upstanding portion, a tubular
standard comprising at least two telescopically as-
sociated sections, the larger section embracing
and secured to said upstanding portion and the
latter receiving the lower end of the smaller sec-
tion in its lowermost position, and a flange car-
ried by said base adjacent the lower part of said
upstanding portion extending radially inwardly
thereof sufficiently to engage and serve as g stop
for said lower end of the smaller of the tele-
scopically associated sections.

3. A supporting pedestal comprising a hollow
base having a tubular upstanding portion, a tu-
bular standard comprising at least two telescopi-
cally associated sections, the larger section resil-
iently engaging and fixed to said upstanding por-
tion, the lower end of the smaller section being
disposed in its lowermost position within said
tubular portion, a sleeve disposed within and re-
siliently engaged by and fixed to the upper end
of the larger section, said sleeve receiving and
serving as a guide for the smaller of said tele-
scopically associated sections, and a flange carried
by said base adjacent the lower part of said up-
standing portion extending radially inwardly
thereof sufficiently to engage and serve as a stop
for said lower end of said smaller section.

4. In a supporting pedestal having a base and a
pair of telescopically associated tubular stand-
ards, the larger being rigidly supported on said
base, a cast metal sleeve member connected with
the upper end of said larger standard, said sleeve
member carrying a pair of vertically spaced in-
terior machined sections closely embracing and
serving as a guide for the telescopic movement of
the smaller of said tubular standards.

5. In a supporting pedestal having a base and a
pair of telescopically associated tubular stand-
ards, the larger being rigidly supported on said
base, a sleeve member fixed to the upper end of
said larger standard and having an exterior flange
extending therefrom, said sleeve member carry-
ing a pair of vertically spaced interiorly facing
machined sections closely embracing and serving
as a guide for the smaller of said telescopically as-
scciated tubular standards, one of said machined

2,111,244

sections being opposite said exterior flange, there
being a boring extending through said exterior
flange to the upper of said machined sections,
and adjustable clamping means carried by said
sleeve and inciuding a non-metallic member with-
in said boring engageable with said smaller tubu-
lar standard for holding it in adjusted position
and a threaded adjusting screw disposed wholly
within said boring so as to be inaccessible to un-
authorized adjustment.

6. In a supporting pedestal having a base and
a pair of telescopically associated tubular stand-
ards, the larger being rigidly supported on said
base and the smaller being adjustable vertically
of the larger, a supporting bracket fixed to the
upper end of said smaller standard and provided
with a pair of generally diametrically opposed
slots and apertured clamping ears on opposite
sides of said slots, switch mechanism carried by
said smaller standard, extension cord means con-
nected with said switch mechanism and disposed
inside said standards, and a bar carried by said
bracket in said slots for supporting the extension
cord means and relieving said switch mechanism

of stresses imposed on said extension cord means. ¢

7. A supporting pedestal comprising a base hav-
ing an upstanding portion, a tubular standard
comprising a pair of telescopic sections, the lower
end of the larger tubular section being fixed to said

upstanding section, an apertured shouldered sec~ o

tion extending radially inwardly with respect fo
said upstanding portion for limiting the telescop-
ing movement of the smaller of said tubular stand-
ard sections, a supporting bracket having a gen-

erally cylindrical portion fixed to the upper end

of said smaller standard section, switch mecha-
nism carried by said smaller standard section,
and a conducting cable extending upwardly
through the apertured shouldered section of said
base into said tubular standard sections and con-
nected at its upper end with said bracket and said
switch mechanism whereby the support of said
cable on said bracket relieves the switch mecha-
nism of stresses imposed on the cabie.

8. In a fan stand, a tubular standard, a slotted
bracket mounted on the upper end of said stand-
ard, the slotted portion extending into the in-
terior of said standard, and a conductor support-
ing bar carried in the slotted portion of said
bracket within the upper end of said tubular
standard, said bar being held in position in said
slots by the interior walls of the latter.

9. In a fan stand, a tubular standard, a slotted
bracket mounted on the upper end of said stand-
ard, the slotted portion extending into the interior
of said standard, a pair of clamping ears carried
by said bracket, the latter having some resiliency
by virtue of the slotted construction thereof, fan
controlling switch means carried by said standard,
a conductor supporting bar carried in the slotted
portion of said bracket within the upper end of
said tubular standard, a conductor supported by
said bar within the standard and connected with
said switch, and a fan platform supported on said
bracket and clamped in position by said clamping
ears.

10. In a fan stand including a tubular stand-
ard, a pivot bracket carried by the upper end of
the tubular standard, said bracket having a pair
of upstanding apertured ears, a platform includ-
ing an apertured lug section with recessed por-
tions to receive said clamping ears, and a clamping
bolt disposed in the apertures of said lug and
clamping ears, the walls of said recessed portions
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cooperating with said ears for limiting the piv-
otal movement of the platform on said bracket.

11. In a fan stand, a base section provided with
generally -outwardly directed legs each having a
continuous outer surface and a relatively short
downwardly opening recess therein, there being
a slot along one side of each recess, and a cushion-
ing foot member disposed and fitting within each
of sald recesses sufficiently close so as to be re-
tained therein: by virtue of such close fit, each
slot providing for the escape of air when the foot
member is inserted.

12, In a fan stand, a base section provided with
generally outwardly directed legs each having a
continuous outer surface and a relatively short
downwardly opening recess therein, there being a
slot along one side of each recess, and a flanged
cushioning foot member disposed and fitting with-
in each of said recesses sufficiently close so as to
be retained therein by virtue of such close fit, each

5

slot providing for the escape of air when the foot
member is inserted and the flange serving to close
the open end of the slot when the cushioning
member is in place in the recess.

13. In a fan stand including a tubular stand-
ard, a pivot bracket having a generally fluted cy-
lindrical section secured in the upper end of the
tubular standard, the inside diameter of the
upper end of said standard being such that the
fluted section is resiliently gripped by the stand-

ard with portions of the latter chorded between the .

flutes of said section, said bracket having a slotted
section with a pair of upstanding apertured ears,
the slots thereof extending into said fluted section,
a platform including an apertured lug section with
recessed portions to receive said clamping ears,
and a clamping bolt disposed in the apertures of
said lug and clamping ears. ‘

HERMAN C. HUEGLIN.
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