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To all whom it may concern : ]

Be it known tha$ I, Huyry {. BENSON, of
the city, county, and State of New Yorlk, have
invented a certain new and useful Improve-

5 ment in Peneil-Clasps, of which the following

“is & specification.. . '

The pencil-clasp in which my improvement
is comprised is one having two jaws for clasp-
ing the pencil. Such a king of pencil-clasp

- 10 is, breadly cousidered, old, and it has been
usual, also, in this old kind of clasp o make
the jaws spring-acting and yielding, whish
feature characterizes my improved pencil-
clasp alsc. U ’

15  The features possessed by my improved de-
vice over and above what is fonud in ‘other
peneil-clasps heretofore devised or used to my
knowledge are that' thé jaws, while baving the.
spring action needed to enablée them te clasp

20 the pencil, are also bodily movableto and from
one another, 50 that the same jaws will gecom-
modate and adapt themselves o widely-dif-
ferent sizes of pencils, and are also so formed
and arranged that the pencil ean beinfroduced
between the jaws either from the front or from
either end of the clasp, which latter festure
enhances much the convenient use of the de-
viee. _

The nature of my improvement will be
readily understood by reference to theaccom-
panying drawings, in which—

Higures 1and 2 are respectively a perspec-
tive view and a transverse seetion of & peneil-
clagp embodying my improvement. Higs. 3
35 and 4 are cerresponding. views of a modified

form of the same. Figs. 5 and 6 are corre-
sponding views of still ansther modification.

In the device represented in Tigs. 1 and 2,
the clasp consistsof a base-plate, A, provided
7ibh thecustomary pinand hook, ab, oreguiv-

alent means for attaching the device to the
garmen of the user. On the base-plate are
mounted so as to stand at aboub right angles
thereto the parallel or approximately parailel

45 jaws B C,which at their outer edges, ¢, flave or |
round ontwardly, to permit the penecil to bs

sasily introduced between them from the
front, . At the same time the peneil can bein-
trodueced also from either end of the iaws, if
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50 required, for which parpose the ends may aiso

be made outwardly reunding or faring, if de-
sired. The jaws, made, preferably, of sheet-
biass or otherspring metal, have each a base-
piecs, 6. This base-pieceisaftached toadisk,

¢, in the rear of the plate A by a pin, £, whick 55

passes through & iransverse slof, g,.in said
plate. The jaws are thus held in placeon the
base-plate, while at the same time they can
siide to and from one avother 4 distance equal

to the combined Jength of the two slots g. A 6o

eoiled spring, %, extending between and fast-
ened o the twoping f, serves to draw the jaws
together with yielding foree, s¢ as to permiy

“them o expand or move bodily apart when-

ever oceasion demands. 65

o

The alasp shown in Figs. 3 and 4 is sub-
¢ as that already deseribed,
the dif y that bub one of the jaws
18 movableon we-plate A, Themovabie
jaw B, in tkis instance, hus a base-piece,
whiech slides in guides ¢ on plate A, and has
the form along its longitudinal center of a

sleeve, 7, which encircles and slides ena gy~

lindrieal plag or bloek, ¥, on the base-plate.
In the sieeve
jaw B toward itg fellow jaw C.
The dgvice shown in Figs. 5 and 6 mainly
(rom yhose shown in the preceding fig-
b the jawsand base-plate are formed

“n

into the form indicated clearly in Fig. 8.

The part A’ of the sirip constitutesthe base-
plate, to whieh the pin and bhook ¢ & are at-
tachsd, as customary, and the pavts B’ { con-
stitute the jaws. Thése jaws (which have
rounded outer edges, ¢) are spring-controlled
yielding jaws, and at the same time are capa-
ble of moviug bodily apart by reason of the
fachk that they ave susceptible of movement to
and feom each other at the poivis gnd ¥

Other modifications might be Hlnstrated;
bub the foregeing ave sufficient to indicate to
ong skilled in the art the numeérous ways in
which the improvemens may be earried into
effect. Lo

What 1 elaim 2s new and of my ewn inven-
tion ig— : - '

1. The combination, with the base or sup-

is a spring, I, that presses the 75

2 single strip of sprivg sheet metal bant 8¢
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porting plate, of spring- controlled yielding
& I S i B

jaws standing af right angles, or thereaboug, 100
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to said base plate, provided with fiaring or
rounded ounter edges, ¢, aud susceptible of
bodily movement ‘to and from one another,
substantially as and for the purposes hereinbe-
fore set forth. -

2. A pencil - clasp the body of which is
formed of a single strip of spring sheet metal,
bent as hereinbefore shown and deseribed, so
as to form a base-plate, A’, and bodily-yield-
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ing spring-jaws B’ ¢, provided with flaringor 1o
rounded outer edges, substantially as and for
the purposes set forth., -
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand. .
HENRY C. BENSON.
Witnesses:
SAMUEL KRANS,
AXDREW 8. VEDDER.



