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To att, tuitor, ii city corder, 
Be it known that, I, HENRY C, BENSON, of 

the city, county, and State of New York, have 
invented a certain new and useful improve 
ment in Pencil-Clasps, of which the following 
is a specification. 
The pencil-clasp in which my in provement 

is comprised is one having two jaws for clas 
ing the pencii. Such a ind of pencil-clasp 

IO is, broadly considered, old, and it has been 

I5 

2O the pencil, are also bodily movable to and froit, 

usual, also, in this old kind of clasp to inake 
the jaws spring-acting and yielding, whicia 
feature characterizes my in proved pencil 
cias also. - 
The features possessed by my i3aproved de 

wice over and above what is for 1 in othes 
pencii-clasps heretofore devised or used to my 
knowledge are that the jaws, hile hayingi 
spring action needed to enable the 

one another, so that the same jaws will acconi 
modate and adapt themselves to widely-dif 
ferent sizes of pencils, and are also so formed 
and arranged that the pencil can beia froduced 

25 between the jaws either from the front or fro: 
either end of the elasp, which latter feat tre 
enhances inch the eonvenient use of the de 
vice. 
The nature of any improveilent will be 

30 readily understood by reference to the accorn 

s' 
53 

panying drawings, in which 
Figures 1 and 2 are respectively a perspee 

tive view and a transversesection of a pencil. ciasp embodying any improvement. Figs, 3 
and 4 are corresponding views of a modified 
form of the same. Figs. 5 and 6 are corre. 
sponding views of still another modification. 

in the device represented in Figs. 1 and 2, 
the clasp consists of a base-plate, A., provided 

4.O. viii tie :'astoiaary pin and hook, ai, or equiv 

#5 jaws BC, which at their outer edges, e, flare or effect. - 

alert Reais for attaching the device to the 
garment, of the user. On the base-piate are 
mounted so as to stand at about, right angles 
thereto the parallei or approximately parai Zei 
round outwardly, to permit, the pencil to be 
easily introduced between them from the 
front. At the same time the pencil can bein 
troduced aiso from either end of the jaws, if 

5o required, for which purpose the ends may also 

be inade outwardly rounding or flaring, if de 
sired, The jaws, made, preferably, of sheet 
biass or other spring metai, have each a lease 
piece, d. This base-piece is attached to a disk, 
e, in the rear of the plate A. by a pin, f, which 55 
passes tin rough a transverse slot, 9, in said 
late. The jaws are tihus held in place on the 

base-plate, while at the same tilise they can 
side to and fron one at other a distance equal 
to the combined length of the two slots g. A 6o 
coiled spring, h, extending inetween and fast 
seized to tie {wo is f, serves to draw the ja's 
together with yielding force, so as to perinit 
them to expand &r move bodily apart when 
ever occasion detai?ds. 65 
The clasp show in Figs. 3 and i is sub 

stantiaily the saile as that aiready described, 
ifference being that hisi, one of the jaws 
waiie on the lase-late A. The nov2 bie 

jaw B, in this instance, inas a base-piece, d, go 
which slides in guides i on plate A, and has 
the form along its longitudinal center of a 
sleeve, i, whici encircles and slides on a cy 
liradirical plug or block, ic, on the base-plate. - 
in the steeve is a spring, i, that presses the 75 
jaw (3 toward its fellow jaw C. 
The device, shown in Figs. 5 and 6 mainly 

diffe's from those silo win in the preceding fig 
tares, in that the jaws and base-plate are formed 
of a single strip of spring sheet metal bent 8c 
into the form indicated clearly in Fig. 6, 
The part, A of the strip constitutes the base. 

late, to which the pia and hook ( i are at 
tached, as customary, and the parts B C con 
stitute the jaws. These jaws (which have 85 
rounded uter edges, c) are spiring-controlled 
yielding jaws, and at the same time are capa 
ble of moving bodily apart by reason of the 
fact that they are susceptible of ovement to 
and from each other at the points and 3). 90 

Other modifications might be illustrated; 
but the foregoing are sufficient to indicate to 
one skilled in the art the tauncerous ways in 
which the improvement may be carried into 

. . . . 95 
What i claia 2s new and of any own inven. . . . 

tion is-, . 
. The combination, with the base or sup. . 

porting piate, of spring - controlled yielding ... 
jaws standing at right angles, or thereabout, OQ. 
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to said base plate, provided with faring or 
rounded outer edges, c, and susceptible of 
bodily movement to and from one another, 
substantially as and for the purposes hereinbe 
fore set forth. 

2. A pencil - clasp the body of which is 
formed of a single strip of spring sheet metal, 
bent as hereinbefore shown and described, so 
as to form a base-plate, A', and bodily-yield 

ing spring-jaws B'C', provided with flaring or to 
rounded outer edges, substantially as and for 
the purposes set forth. -- 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set 
any hand. 

HENRY C. BENSON. 
Witnesses: 

SAMUEL KRANS, 
ANDREW S. VEDDER. 


