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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Wittian Remiy, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident
of Waltham, in the county of Middlesex and
State of Massachusetts, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Paint-
Brush Holders, of which the following is a
specification.

This invention has for its object to pro-
vide for the use of painters a device for
holding or storing any desired number of
paint brushes which have been used and are
saturated with paing, the bristle portion of
the brushes being held in a suitable liquid to
prevent the hardening of the paint thereon
while in storage, means being provided for
quickly applying the brushes to and remov-
ing them from the holder.

The invention consists in the improve-
ments which I will now proceed to describe
and claim.

Of the accompanying drawings: Figure
1 represents a perspective view of a holder
embodying my invention, one of the tanks
hereinafter referred to being removed and
the other shown partly withdrawn from the
frame. Tig. 2 represents a front elevation of
the holder in condition for use. Fig. 8 repre-
sents a top plan view showing a portion of
the holder. Fig. 4 represents an enlarge-
ment of a portion of Fig. 3. Fig. 5 repre-
sents a section on line 5—5 of Fig. 4. Tig.
6 represents a perspective view of one of
the members of a brush-engaging clip form-
ing a part of the holder. Figs. 7, 8 and 9
represent fragmentary detail views.

The same reference characters indicate
the same parts in all the figures.

The preferred embodiment of my im-
proved brush holder illustrated by the draw-
1ngs comprises a_skeleton frame having top
openings and side openings, a plurality of
liquid holding tanks removably inserted in
the frame and located when in place under
the top openings, and an indefinite number
of brush-engaging clips movably mounted
on the top portion of the frame and pro-
jecting over the top openings therein, said
clips being adapted to engage brush handles
and support the same with the brush heads
depending into liguid contained in the
tanks. ‘

The frame is composed of a plurality of
approximately U-shaped body members each
having a horizontal base portion 12 and two

vertical portions 18, two horizontal base

members 14 extending across the members
12 and riveted thereto at 15, so that the body
members are rigidly connected and spaced
apart by the base members, two sets of hori-
zontal top members 16 and 17 connected by
rivets 18, the members 17 being at right
angles with the members 18 and the two
sets of members forming top openings 19,
and bearings 20 connected by rivets 21 with
the upper ends of the vertical portions 13
of the body members. The top members 16
and 17 are provided with slots 22 (Iigs.
7 and 8) through which the vertical mem-
bers 13 pass, the top members 16 and 17
being supported by keys 28 (Fig. 9) driven
through the vertical members 13 and bear-
ing on the under sides of the members 17.

The vertical portions 13 and the members
14 and 16 at one side of the frame form
side openings through which liguid-holding
tanks 24 are movable to and from positions
directly under the top openings 19, the bot-
toms of the tanks being slidable on the base
members 14 and being guided by the body
members. With the bearings 20 ‘are remov-
ably engaged horizontal rods 25 which ex-
tend across the frame adjacent to the top
openings19. Oneend of eachrod is preferably
screw-threaded and .engaged with a tapped
orifice in one of the bearings 20, the other
end being provided with an enlarged slot-
ted head 26 adapted to be engaged by a
screw. driver. ‘With the rods 25 are slidably
engaged any desired member of brush hold-
ing clips which project from the rods over
the top openings 19 and are adapted to en-
gage the handles of paint brushes, the bris-
tle portions of which are suspended in the
tanks 24 which contain water or other suit-
able liquid adapted to prevent the paint on
the bristles from hardening.

The preferred construction of the clips is
best shown by Figs. 4, 5 and 6, each clip
being composed of two metal strips each of
which has a corrugated portion 27 and an
arm or lever portion 28. A helical spring
29 is engaged with the clip members and
projects through slots 80 (Fig. 5) in the
same, the ends of the spring being bent to
form ears 81 bearing on the inner sides of
the lever portions 28 of the clips and press-
ing said portions outwardly against the par-
allel arms of a yoke 32 (Fig. 6), the clip
portions 27 being thus yieldingly pressed
toward each other or against a brush han-
dle 33 interposed between them. The lever
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portion 28 have orifices 34 which loosely sur-
round the rod 25 so that the clips are slid-
able on the rod. The yoke 32 has inwardly
bent ears 85 which project under the ad-
jacent frame member 17 as shown by Fig.
5 and serve to prevent the jaw portions of
the clips from swinging upwardly. The
frame member 17 forms a support for the
clips to prevent them from swinging down-
wardly. The jaw portions of the clips are
separable from each other by inward pres-
sure of the operator’s thumb and finger on
the lever portions 28. When said pressure
is released the jaws are closed by the spring
29.  The jaws may therefore be caused to
quickly engage and release a brush handle.

In practice each rod 25 will be provided
with several clips the number being limited
only by the length of the rod and the width
of each clip. Tt is therefore feasible to store
a considérable number of brushes side by
side and to store two rows or series of
brushes in each tank. It is obvious that the
invention may be embodied in a holder hav-
ing but one tank and one rod 25 and a series
of clips engaged with said rod. It is de-
‘sirable, however, to embody the invention in
a holder comprising two or more tanks and
two rods 25 and clips supported thereby for
each tank. While I have shown two tanks
in Figs. 1 and 2, it is obvious that the holder
may include three or more tanks. Each tank
may be secured in position in the frame by
means of a swinging latch 40 pivoted at 41
and adapted to engage a slot 42 in one of the
top frame members 16. Each clip isadapted
to hold two brush handles, as shown by Fig.
4, and is adapted to hold a flat-sided brush
handle of considerably greater size than the
handles here shown.

I claim:—

1. A brush holder comprising a liquid-
holding tank, bearings above the tank, a
horizontal guide rod removably engaged
with said bearings and supported thereby
above the tank, brush-holding clips slidingly
engaged with the rod and projecting over
the tank and means for supporting said clips
against downward movement.

2. A brush holder comprising a frame
having a top opening and bearings at the
front and rear sides of the frame top, hori-
zontal rods removably engaged with said
bearings and extending across the frame at
opposite sides of the top opening, brush-
holding clips slidingly engaged with the said
rods and projecting over the top opening, a
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tank under said opening, the frame being
provided with means for supporting said
clips against downward movement.

8. A brush holder comprising a frame
having a top opening the longitudinal edges
of which constitute clip guides, and bear-
ings at the front and rear sides of the frame
top, horizontal rods removably engaged with
said bearings and extending across the frame
at opposite sides of the top opening, brush-
holding clips slidingly engaged with said
rods and projecting over the top opening,
the clips having ears projecting under the
said guides, and a tank under said opening.

4. A Dbrush holder comprising a frame
having top and side openings, and bearings
at the front and rear sides of the frame top,
horizontal rods removably engaged with said
bearings and extending across the frame at
opposite sides of the top opening, brush-
holding clips slidingly engaged with the
said rods and projecting over the top open-
ing, a tank adapted to slide on the bottom of
the frame and movable through the side
opening, said tank being under the top open-
ing when in place, the frame being pro-
vided with means for supporting said clips
against downward movement.

5. A Dbrush holder comprising a skeleton
frame composed of transverse body mem-
bers, having horizontal base portionsand ver-
tical end portions, horizontal base members
connecting said body members, two sets of
horizontal top members, each slotted to re-
ceive the vertical portions of the body mem-
bers the top members of one set being ar-
ranged at right angles with the top members
of the other set, and the two sets {orming
top openings in the frame, bearings attached
to the vertical portions of the body members
above the top members, horizontal rods re-
movably engaged with said bearings, brush-
holding clips slidably engaged with said
rods and projecting over the top openings,
removable tanks bearing loosely on the base
members between the body members and
located under said top openings when in
place, the frame being provided with means
for supporting said clips against downward
movement.

In testimony whereof Ihave affixed my sig-
nature, in presence of two witnesses.

WILLIAM REILLY.

‘Witnesses:
C. I. Browx,
P. W. PezzerTI.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. C.”
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