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To ahl whom i€ ) corceriv;

Be it known that T, Scorr STEWART, & citi-
zen of the United States of America, residing
at Rivesville, in the county of Marion and

5 State of West Virginia, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Check-
Locks, of which the following is a specifica-
tion. g

This invention relates to locks; and it is par-

_._xo ticularly designed for use invetaining and re-

“~leasing miners’ checks on mine-cars, |
 The object of the invention is to produce-a
lock which will retain a check against removal
until the car is dumped or until the body of

75 the car is tilted to the position it assumes

when discharging its-contents. |
Hurthermore, the object of the invention is

t6 produce means for preventing the displace-

ment of the locking means except through

20 manipulation of the check to release the lock-

ing means.

Farthermore, the object of the invention is
4o produce a check and a lock for retrining
fthe check against ‘displacerent except when

28l the car is in position to deposit its load, thus
preventing the interchanging of checks or the

Aratdelent marking of a car in transit from |
the miner of the contents of the car to the ve-
| corder. '

39 Finally, theobject of the invention is to pro-
duee a devies of the character noted which will
possess advantages in points of simplicity,
ility, strength, and durability and proving.

st the same time comparatively inexpensive.
35 the feregolng and obher objects in

view the inyention consists in the details of |
jconstructior wd in the arrangernent an coni- |
hination of parts to be hereinalter more fully
set forth and elaimed.
4o In describing the invention indetail refer-
enee will be had .to the accompanying draw-
- ings, forming part of this specifics tlon, wheres
1 hike characters denote corresponding parts
in the sevoral views, and in which—
45 Flgure Iisa view in elevation of a portion
o*f a mining-car with the invention applied.

Wi, 9 is a transverse sectional view of the
o g 8 s an olevation with the face-
plate vemoved.  Fig. 4 is an

glevation of al

check. Fig. 5 is'a sectional view centrally of

Fig. 1. Figs. 6 and 7 illustrate modified con-
structions. ‘

Tn the drawings, 1 indicates the casing of
the lock, which is rectangular in shape and
provided with extending flanges 2 at each end,
said flanges having serew-holes 3,by which the
lock is seeured o a car by means of screws.
Interiorly the casing I provide a boss 4, formed
integral with the casing and having lugs 5 and
. The casing has aslot 9, in which a spring
5 is secured by the Iugs on the boss 4. Xx-

ending from the face of the casing on an in-
cline 1 provide a hole &', forming a way in
which a ball 7'is seated and permitted to travel
frora the front to the rear by the changing
position of the lock, as in dumping the car.
A face-plate is provided antl secured on the
casing in any suitable manner, and the slot 9
is formed botween the face-plate and the cas-
ing. The slot is of such length as to permit
tho insertion of a segment of a check, the said
check 10 having a hole 11 of such diameter as
to receive the retaining-ball 7', heretofore de-
ceribed.  The inner surface of the plateis re-
cossed to form a seat for the ball when in po-
Gition to retain the check against displace-
rnent.  The eheck 10 has shoulders 12 at cach
side which will contact with the lower edge of
the casing when the check is inserted, thus
limiting its upward movement against the ae-
tion of the spring. = The spring bears directly
against the edge of the che %5, and the cheek
in turn bears against the locking-ball with
sufficient tension to prevenithe accidental dis-
placement of the ball by reasoit of vibration
of tho car, since the center of gravity of the
hall is beyond the edge of the check. It will
be observed that the inclination of the way to
the seab for the check causcs the hall to lie in

the lower end of the way when the car to 9

which the lock is applied is in an approxi-
mately horizontal position, and the said ball
is not free o travel when the car is dumped
antil the tension of the spring has been re-
moved by pressing the check upward.
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In themodificationshownin Fig. 6a aravity- -

| detent A is shown which: holds the check

agninst displacement when the car is in ahori-
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zontal position and which swings back out of
engagement with the check when the car is
mlted as m dumping.

In ¥ Tlg. 71 provide a C]]G‘d\ havmg 2 recess
11" at oneedgeto receivethe ball, and the ball-

way 6" is extended longitudinally of the eas-
This form'is de-

ing instead of transversely:
signed to be attached to the side of a car in-
stead of the rear thereof, as is‘the case with
the first-deseribed form. The check used in
this form of my invention may be used with
either form of casing or lock, since the recess
in this case may receive the hall exactly as
does the hole 11 in the former case when used
with the form of casing shown in Figs. 3and 5.

In the modification the check is spring-
pressed, as heretofore deseribed, and the mode
of operation is substantially the same.

Having fully described my invention, what
T claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Puatent, is— ' : »

1. A check-holder comprising a case having
a slot for the insertion of the stemof a c’leck
and having an inclined passage intersecting
said slot, and a locking device mounted to
move in said inclined passage and acted upon
by gravitative force for positive movement in
each direction either to engage with or re-

. lease said checlk, substantially as described.
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‘ing against the “inserted edge of

. In a lock for a minexr’s car-check, a ball,
& casing having a recess therein and provided
with an inclined aperture in which the ball
can travel, a face-plate for the cas wsing, a check
locked in the casing by the ball and means for
securing the casing to the body of a mine-car.
3. Inalock of the character descr 1bec, 2 cas—
ing having a recess therein and provided wit
an inclined aperture, lugs in the casing, a bali
adapted to travol in the inclined apertare of
the casing, a check having shoulders and pro-
vided with means to permit the ball to sup-
port the check, a spring having one end se-
cured by the Iugs and its oppo&,lte end bear-
the check
whereby the ball is prevented from accidental
displacement by the vibrations of the car and
means for securing the lock {o the body of
the car as and for the purpose specfied.

VHES,0L8

4. In a lock for amim s check, a casing
having a recess and provided with aninclined 30

anerture, a 3)@11 adapuer“i o ’m'“wi in th

mg
erf.‘,ure of me caﬂng wnerwv the ) e
mitted to engage the check, mowf ned in- 3
tegral with the casing, a spr'ng having one
end secured Ly the lugs snd its opposi ‘
bearing against the inserted edge of the chie
whereby the check is m’ﬂaenw@ from accl-
dental displacementsubstantially as dvo ihed.
5. In a check- helmr, & 0ase pz'evmm W UI'
& slot for reception of the stem of the ¢
and T IVHW‘ an inclined TassEge inte
with an e 10@ portion oﬂhe 10{, Az 7.0
width, and a locking device
inclined passage by gravitative w'f‘e yand h
ing its end ')ovbﬂ% extended be ovond opwosite
sides of said slot to ma e positive engag
with tht, case, substantially
6. Tn a check-holder, a cas
an intersecting slot and inc .
locking dPVie‘e movable in :3%1 inclin e
sage in each dirvection by gravitative force, o
oheclr having astem ic onter sald sk;t“n&
\'med with & mo*ch for reception of
ing device, and & sp”mﬂ for exey m &
.(Jd or downward pressure uposn !
subﬂta"}maﬂ‘r as described.

. in combina tion, & case
siof and intersecti
ing device movablsin b@d inclined passag
each direction by gravite "'i"e foree,
check having a stem adapted o be ." 1o
into tne aforesaid slot and 1\/‘1:1\, B hotch pro-
vided a3 its 1 upper ith & penden$ por- &5
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edge with
tion to OVLl’ild“’m the locking device and pre-
vent casusl disengagement thereof from ihe
stem, substan M,HJ a5 get forsh.

m’ce\mmon./ whereof Laflix ”Qyulgn fure, in
the presence of two witnessas, this 6th dav T
February, 1803.

NN ‘-‘I MR, ,l‘ Y
SCOTT 8TEW AL

Witnesses:
, Conr. Mornis,
Harpry SATTERFISLL.



