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A method for preparing hardened granules from a particulate material which comprises admixing to the particulate material an aqueous

inorganic binder, converting the resulting moist mixture into granules and hardening said granules, characterised in that it comprises the
steps of: (i) selecting a particulate material comprising ingredients suitable as a raw material or an agent in a selected chemical or physical
process; (ii) where applicable bringing the particulate material to a particle size distribution suitable for aggregation into granules; (iii)
composing and mixing a mixture comprising: the particulate material; an aqueous inorganic binder selected from the group consisting of a
calcareous binder, cementitious binder, hydraulic cement, Portland cement, high alumina cement, a mixture of a source of calciumhydroxide
with a source of silica, lime, gypsum and dolomite; bringing about a moisture content so that a granulatable mixture is obtained; (iv)
forming granules; (v) hardening said granules at a temperature above room temperature and below the boiling temperature of the moisture
whilst sticking together of the granules is avoided and where applicable excess moisture from the granules is extracted; (vi) withdrawing
the hardened granules in the form of a feed stock component for said selected process.
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Box I Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 1 of first sheet)

This International Search Report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

1. D Claims Nos.:
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. D Claims Nos.:

because they relate to parts of the International Application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such
an extent that no meaningful International Search can be carried out, specifically:

kR D Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(2).

Box Il Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

Please see attached sheet!

1. m As ali required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report covers all
searchable claims.

d

As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment
of any additional fee.
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. D As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report
covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4, No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this International Search Report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM  PCTNSA/210

I. Claims: 1, 2, 10-18, 2dp(method for preparing hardened
granules from a particulate material comprising conbus-
tible carbon and a specific inorganic binder usable as a
fuel, as a reducing agent or as a carbide production raw

material):

1I. Claims: 1, 3-5, 1-8, 10-17, 20-22, 27-29 (method for
preparing hardened granules from a particulate material
comprising a carbonaceous material and a specific in-
organic binder usable as an adsorbent);

III. Claims: 1, 6-8, 10-17, 23 (method for preparing hardened
granules fronm a metal-containing particulate material
and a specific inorganic binder usable for the produc-

tion of metals or alloys):

Iv. Claims 1, 9, 10-17, 19 (method for preparing hardened
granules from any particulate material usable as a

gasification raw material)

V. claims: 24 (granulate comprising a combustible carbona-

ceous material or a metallic or a metalliferous material
and a specific inorganic binder):

VI. Claims: 25 (granulate of specific hardness comprising
more than 25 wt% of carbon and/or more than 10 wt% of a
metal in metallic or metalliferous form) ;

VII. Claims: 26 (granulate of any composition having been
hardened below 150°C)
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