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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The presentinvention relates to arigid, hinged-
lid packet of cigarettes with a coupon, and relative man-
ufacturing method.

BACKGROUND ART

[0002] A rigid packet of cigarettes comprises a card-
board outer container with a hinged lid; and an inner pack-
age housed inside the outer container and containing a
group of cigarettes. And a sheet of transparent plastic
overwrapping material (normally cellophane or polypro-
pylene) is wrapped about the outer container and heat
sealed to preserve the moisture and aroma of the tobac-
co.

[0003] Some packets of cigarettes contain a coupon
in the form of a single or fan-folded sheet printed, for
example, with advertising, or in the form of a picture card.
The coupon is normally located between the outer con-
tainer and the transparent plastic overwrapping, so the
coupon is visible without opening the packet; oris located
inside the outer container, at the front, i.e. between a
front wall of the inner package and a front wall of the
outer container.

[0004] One known method of inserting a coupon inside
the outer container is to place the coupon on the front
wall of the inner package, and then fold a blank about
the inner package and the coupon to form the outer con-
tainer. Though widely used, this method has the major
drawback of allowing a considerable time lapse between
placing the coupon on the front wall of the inner package
and folding the blank about the inner package and cou-
pon; during which time, steps must be taken to prevent
the coupon from moving with respect to the inner pack-
age, and to ensure it is kept in the right position on the
inner package. Such steps, however, are normally com-
plicated and, therefore, expensive, and are not always
successful, with the result that a considerable number of
packets of cigarettes are rejected.

DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION

[0005] Itis an object of the present invention to provide
arigid, hinged-lid packet of cigarettes with a coupon, de-
signed to eliminate the above drawbacks, and which at
the same time is cheap and easy to produce.

[0006] Anotherobjectofthe presentinventionis to pro-
vide a method of producing a rigid, hinged-lid packet of
cigarettes with a coupon.

[0007] According to the present invention, there are
provided a rigid, hinged-lid packet of cigarettes with a
coupon, as claimed in the accompanying Claims, and a
relative manufacturing method.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0008] A number of non-limiting embodiments of the
present invention will be described by way of example
with reference to the accompanying drawings, in which:

Figure 1 shows a front view in perspective of a packet
of cigarettes in accordance with the present inven-
tion in a closed configuration;

Figure 2 shows a front view in perspective of the
Figure 1 packet of cigarettes in an open configura-
tion;

Figure 3 shows a rear view in perspective of the Fig-
ure 1 packet of cigarettes in a closed configuration;
Figure 4 shows a spread-out view of a first embod-
iment of a blank, with a coupon, from which to form
an outer container of the Figure 1 packet of ciga-
rettes;

Figure 5 shows a spread-out view of a second em-
bodiment of a blank, with a coupon, from which to
form an outer container of the Figure 1 packet of
cigarettes.

PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS OF THE INVENTION

[0009] Number 1 in Figures 1, 2 and 3 indicates as a
whole a rigid packet of cigarettes comprising a cup-
shaped, rigid-cardboard outer container 2, and a pack-
age 3 housed inside container 2. Package 3 contains a
parallelepiped-shaped group 4 of cigarettes, and has a
top, so-called pull-off portion 5, at the top and front, which
is pulled off when unsealing packet 1, to access the cig-
arettes inside package 3.

[0010] Container 2 has an open top end 6; and a cup-
shaped lid 7 hinged to container 2 along a hinge 8 to
rotate, with respect to container 2, between an open po-
sition (Figure 2) and a closed position (Figures 1 and 3)
opening and closing open top end 6 respectively.
[0011] When lid 7 is in the closed position, container
2isin the form of a rectangular parallelepiped comprising
a top wall 9 and a bottom wall 10 opposite and parallel
to each other; two opposite, parallel major lateral walls
11 and 12; and two opposite, parallel minor lateral walls
13. More specifically, one major lateral wall 11 defines a
front wall of container 2, and the other major lateral wall
12 defines a rear wall of container 2. Four longitudinal
edges 14 are defined between lateral walls 13 and front
and rear walls 11, 12; and eight transverse edges 15 are
defined between top and bottom walls 9, 10 and front,
rear, and lateral walls 11, 12, 13.

[0012] Packet 1 comprises a collar 16, which is folded
into a U and fitted (glued) inside container 2, and projects
partly from open top end 6 to engage a corresponding
inner surface of lid 7 in the closed position. Collar 16
comprises a front wall 17 positioned contacting front wall
11 of container 2; and two lateral walls 18 located on
opposite sides of front wall 17 and positioned contacting
minor lateral walls 13 of container 2.
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[0013] As shown more clearly in Figure 2, package 3
is in the form of a rectangular parallelepiped, and com-
prises a top wall 19 which, when packet 1 is closed, con-
tacts top wall 9 of outer container 2; and a major lateral
wall 20 which defines a front wall 20 of package 3, which,
in use, contacts the front wall 11 of container 2 and the
front wall 17 of collar 16.

[0014] Packet 1 also comprises a coupon 21 printed
with advertising or in the form of a picture card, and which
comprises a portion 22 which is gripped by the user to
extract coupon 21 from packet 1.

[0015] More specifically, coupon 21 comprises asingle
sheet of paper of roughly the same width as, but no wider
than, front wall 20 or top wall 19 of package 3, and is L-
shaped, i.e. comprises a front portion 23 in addition to
grip portion 22. Grip portion 22 defines a top portion 22
of coupon 21 and is located between top wall 19 of pack-
age 3 and top wall 9 of outer container 2 when packet 1
is closed; an edge 24 is defined between front portion 23
and top portion 22; and front portion 23 is interposed
between front wall 20 of package 3 and front wall 11 of
outer container 2.

[0016] As shown in Figures 4 and 5, container 2 is
made from a corresponding flat, substantially elongated
rectangular blank 25, the parts of which are indicated,
where possible, in the following description using the
same reference numbers, with superscripts, as for the
corresponding parts of container 2.

[0017] Blank 25 has two longitudinal fold lines 26; and
a number of transverse fold lines 27 defining, between
the two longitudinal fold lines 26, a panel 11’ forming a
top portion of front wall 11 (in particular, the portion form-
ing part of lid 7); a panel 9’ forming top wall 9; a panel
12’ forming rear wall 12; a panel 10’ forming bottom wall
10; and a panel 11" forming a bottom portion of front wall
11 (in particular, the portion forming part of container 2).
[0018] Each panel 11°, 11", 12’ has two lateral flaps
13’, 13" located on opposite sides of panel 11°, 11", 12’
and separated from panel 11°, 11", 12’ by the two longi-
tudinal fold lines 26. Panel 11’ has a reinforcing flap 28;
and each flap 13’, 13" of panel 12’ has respective rec-
tangular tabs 29 located at opposite ends of flap 13’, 13".
[0019] AsshowninFigure 4, front portion 23 of coupon
21 does not extend the full length of panel 11", and is
glued, before packet 1 of cigarettes is formed, to the inner
surface of panel 11" by a transverse line 30 of weak-stick,
possibly hot-melt, glue close to a bottom edge of front
portion 23.

[0020] To form packet 1, outer container 2 is folded
about package 3 containing group 4 of cigarettes. Lateral
flaps 13’ and 13" are superimposed and glued together
to define minor lateral walls 13 of container 2; each tab
29 is folded squarely with respect to respective lateral
flap 13’, 13", and is superimposed on and glued to an
inner surface of a respective panel 9’, 10’ to define an
inner portion of a relative wall 9, 10; and top portion 22
of coupon 21 is folded along edge 24 so that, when packet
1 is closed, it is located between top wall 19 of package
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3 and top wall 9 of outer container 2.

[0021] When packet 1 is open, portion 22 springs
slightly back up off top wall 19 of inner package 3, so the
user of packet 1, to extract coupon 21 from packet 1, can
grip portion 22 easily and pull slightly on it to detach cou-
pon 21 completely from package 3 and extract it easily
from container 2.

[0022] Inanother embodiment shown in Figure 5, front
portion 23 of coupon 21 does not extend the full length
of panel 11", and is glued, before packet 1 of cigarettes
isformed, to the inner surface of panel 11" by atransverse
line 31 of strong-stick, possibly hot-melt, glue close to a
bottom edge of front portion 23. A precut transverse tear
line 32 is formed beneath line 31 of strong-stick glue, and
is torn when coupon 21 is extracted by the user from
packet 1. In this variation, front portion 23 of coupon 21
is therefore divided into two portions : a central portion
33 connected to top portion 22, and which is removed by
the user together with top portion 22; and a bottom portion
34 comprising line 31 of strong-stick glue, and which re-
mains fixed firmly to package 3 even after coupon 21 is
removed.

[0023] When packet 1 is open, portion 22 springs
slightly back up off top wall 19 of inner package 3, so the
user of packet 1, to extract coupon 21 from packet 1, can
grip portion 22 easily and pull slightly on it to tear trans-
verse tear line 32, detach central portion 33 and top por-
tion 22 of coupon 21 from bottom portion 34, and extract
central portion 33 and top portion 22 easily from container
2.

[0024] In another embodiment, not shown in the draw-
ings, coupon 21 comprises a single sheet of paper of
roughly the same width as, but no wider than, top wall
19 of package 3, is L-shaped, and comprises a rear por-
tion and a grip portion 22. Grip portion 22 defines a top
portion 22 of coupon 21 and is located between top wall
19 of package 3 and top wall 9 of outer container 2 when
packet 1 is closed; an edge 24 is defined between the
rear portion and top portion 22; and the rear portion is
interposed between a rear wall of package 3 and rear
wall 12 of outer container 2.

[0025] In this case, the rear portion of coupon 21 does
not extend the full length of panel 12’, and is glued to the
inner surface of panel 12’, below hinge 8, by a transverse
line 30 of weak-stick, possibly hot-melt, glue close to a
bottom edge of the rear portion, or by a transverse line
31 of strong-stick, preferably hot-melt, glue close to a
bottom edge of the rear portion, and above which a precut
transverse tear line 32 is formed, and is torn when the
user extracts coupon 21 from packet 1.

[0026] It should be pointed out that lines 30, 31 of glue
may be defined by at least one application (not shown)
of glue, and in particular by several applications of glue,
preferably applied to blank 25, by one or more hot-melt
glue applicators (not shown), in the most convenient
number and location. More generally speaking, the glue
connecting coupon 21 to blank 25 may be applied in any
number of applications and wherever effective.
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[0027] The preliminary step of gluing coupon 21 to the
inner surface of panel 11" or panel 12’ of blank 25 may
obviously be performed either at the plant producing
blanks 25 and coupons 21, or on a packing machine for
producing packets of cigarettes 1 of the type described
above, prior to performing the folding steps to form the
actual packet 1 of cigarettes.

[0028] Packet 1 of cigarettes as described above has
numerous advantages. In particular, it is cheap and easy
to produce, by simply gluing coupon 21 directly to blank
25 of outer container 2. This prevents any slippage of
coupon 21 when forming outer container 2, thus simpli-
fying the packing procedure and drastically reducing the
number of packets 1 of cigarettes rejected due to wrongly
positioned coupons 21.

Claims
1. A packet of cigarettes comprising :

a group (4) of cigarettes;

an inner package (3) enclosing the group (4) of
cigarettes;

anouter container (2) housing the inner package
(3) and having a lid (7) hinged along a hinge (8);
and

a coupon (21) housed inside the outer container
(2), between the outer container (2) and the in-
ner package (3);

the packet (1) of cigarettes being characterized
in that the coupon (21) is glued to the inner sur-
face of a first wall (11, 12) of the outer container

2).

2. Apacketof cigarettes as claimed in Claim 1, wherein
the coupon (21) is L-shaped, and comprises a first
portion (23) glued to the inner surface of the first wall
(11, 12) of the outer container (2); and a second por-
tion (22) perpendicular to the first portion (23) and
positioned contacting a top wall (9) of the outer con-
tainer (2), between the top wall (9) of the outer con-
tainer (2) and a top wall (19) of the inner package (3).

3. Apacket of cigarettes as claimed in Claim 2, wherein
the first wall (11, 12) is a front wall (11) of the outer
container (2), and the first portion (23) is located be-
tween the front wall (11) of the outer container (2)
and a front wall (20) of the inner package (3), and is
glued to the inner surface of the front wall (11) of the
outer container (2).

4. Apacketofcigarettes as claimedin Claim 2, wherein
thefirstwall (11, 12) is arear wall (12), with the hinge
(8), of the outer container (2), and the first portion
(23) is located between the rear wall (12) of the outer
container (2) and a rear wall of the inner package
(3), and is glued to the inner surface of the rear wall
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10.

(12) of the outer container (2), beneath the hinge (8).

A packet of cigarettes as claimed in Claim 3 or 4,
wherein the first portion (23) of the coupon (21) is
glued by at least one application (30) of weak-stick
glue close to a bottom edge of the coupon (21).

A packet of cigarettes as claimed in Claim 3 or 4,
wherein the first portion (23) of the coupon (21) is
glued by at least one application (31) of strong-stick
glue close to a bottom edge of the coupon (21); and
the first portion (23) has a transverse tear line (32)
formed above the at least one application (31) of
strong-stick glue.

A method of producing a rigid, hinged-lid packet;
the method comprising the steps of :

folding a first sheet about a group (4) of ciga-
rettes to form an inner package (3);

folding a flat blank (25) about the inner package
(3) containing the group (4) of cigarettes, to form
an outer container (2) with a hinged lid (7); and
inserting a coupon inside the outer container (2),
between the outer container (2) and the inner
package (3);

the method being characterized by comprising
the further step of gluing a coupon (21) to the
inner surface of a first panel (11", 12’) of the
blank (25) before folding the flat blank (25) of
the outer container (2) about the inner package
(3) containing the group (4) of cigarettes.

A method as claimed in Claim 7, wherein the first
panel (11") forms a bottom portion of a front wall (11)
of the outer container (2).

A method as claimed in Claim 7, wherein the first
panel (12’) forms a rear wall (12) of the outer con-
tainer (2).

A method as claimed in Claim 8 or 9, wherein the
coupon (21) is L-shaped, and comprises a first por-
tion (23) glued to the inner surface of a first panel
(11", 12’) of the blank (25); and a second portion (22)
connected to the first portion (23);

the method comprising the further step of folding the
second portion (22) with respect to the first portion
(23) along an edge (24), so the second portion (22)
is perpendicular to the first portion (23) and posi-
tioned contacting a top wall (9) of the outer container
(2), between the top wall (9) of the outer container
(2) and a top wall (19) of the inner package (3).
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