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7o all tirºhom, if anat/ conce Fºn; 

Be it kino w na that ë, , HARRY L. Foi IRBES, a 
citizen of the Inited Siates, residing at 
Kansas City, in the conty if Wyandotte 
and State of Ratists, ly: , e inventet i çertilin 
new and useful i pro ''einents i Åtto 
matic Signs, of which the following is a specification. 
My invention relates to automatic signs, 

and one object is to provide a die vice of this 
character in which a greate: number of dif 
ferent advertisements can be displayed than 
heretofore. - 

Further objects are to pro vie novel means 
for illui)inating the display atter, and to 
provide simple and eficient means for actu 
ating the slats cai’rving said dispia y latier. 
Other objects of the invention will here 

inafter appear, and ill order that said in 
vention any be fully inderstood, reference 
will now be made to the accompanying 
drawing, in which : 
Figure 1 is a sectional plai view of the 

inventiou oin diame #-------i ' of Fig. 2. 3?" 
vertica longitudinal sectioi! oin 
of Fig. i. Fig. 3 is i front eie v 
invention. 

in carrying oit the invention, employ a 

ig. 2 is a 
he i-ii 
ion of the 

case i divided into conparta e ás 2 and . 
the fol'ner of waich contains iline sin proper 
and the liatter time sig operating mechaisii. 
The longitudinal sides of time compartent 
2 are glazed with glass 4, so that advertise 
ments and other cisplay Matter 2:a'ried 
the sign nay be seen from opposite sides 
thereof. 
The sign proper consists of a pirality oi 

vertical stats 5, rovided at their tic' and 
lower ends with ti inin i US {3, journa ed i: 
the top and hotton w:iis of the compart 
ment 2. Eacli slat 5, in pian viev, ape's 
from its centrali portio, toward is Yertica 
edges, as disclosed by Fig. 1, tills ix!?w! 
different kids of display inatter. This con 
figuration of the stats also causes the sign 
to present substantially straight, si "faces i. 
its opposite sides, so that the display mat 
ter, theircon can be easily 'ead. 
The stats 5 are so 'eiated to each other' 

that wine in the position disclosed by Fig. 
1, one slat contacts and as half of the ad 
jacent siat and thus hieles tie islay mat 

s, hence but one advertisement will appear on each side of the sign. 
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8 designities a pair of vibratory wings 
mollisted adjacent the tw:} end most siats 5, 
šo ide certain display surfaces iero 
when other, display strfaces 
For instance when the strfaces 
all the siats are exposed, tihe s 
ilie left end sat and the surfa 
}right, en d s?at are covered by ili, 
Wiings : nal consequently the i ? 
Ola I of the strfaces 7 and 7 c is be 
conne coinfused with the disila Y is atter on 
Said surfaces 7 and of the iwi citing 
slåts. VWilhem the siats are si: 
Verse position to expose the f 
or all of the sirfaces and it 

of the left end slat and 
the rigini end shat are cov 
cent, Yings S. The wings 8 
length as the slats 5 and have - 
lounted in the top and botton; waiis of 
coin): "&heat, 4. Each wing 8 has : rear 
'''Ardy extending a "Mai 16 er:Fajrydi by ªppo 

respecii v 
5 &nd {}i i. 

a 

der to ailow the disp; ?? 
'end at night, ! p:'ovide { ? 
: 's':tiged : ; tine ('ori;ei's 
4 and having refiector's 
says along both sides of 

Alternating rotary notion is simula- 3{ 
iero iis?y i pa 'ted to the siais 5 by a 3:3 nect 
iig-rod i 7, arranged tº orie sile o tie rin 
iuit; as (3. to keep froit contaeti ing there with. 

:šction is ade vi: šie ba 1 and 
the ; ªctive siats š5 through liugs 18, pro- iš 
jecing ateral y fron said bar. "The con 
secting-i: i is actuated by a link, 19, gy. 
ing a ;ivota i connection 30, with said con 
necking-bar and a tiiiversal connection 2; with 
a pitman 22, pivoted to a bevel gear 23. 30 
The bevel gear 23 is part of a train driver: 
by an electric motor 2- and consisting of stic 
Revel gear 23, a bevel gear 25, a inau?iilated 
gear 28, a worn-wheel 27 and a worm 28, 
which jatter is nanted pon ühe shäiº of 

motor 24. The bevel gears 23 and 25 
reversibly-disposed and innounied upol. 

the ends of a shaft, 29, journaled in a bear 
ing 30. i The nutiated geaiº 26 is mounted 
lipon : vertical shaft, 31, carrying the worm-110 
wheel 27, at its lower end and journaled in bearings 32. 
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In practice, the mutilated gear 26 is con 
stantly driven and as it alternately engages 
the bevel gears 23 and 25, imparts an alter 
nate rotary motion thereto. This alternat 
ing motion is in turn imparted to the slats 5, 
so that the display matter upon the surfaces 
7-7 and 7-7 is alternately exposed. As 
the slaats 5 rotate a lhalf revolution the endl 
nost slats psli tle viloratory vings to 
reverse position to that disclosed by Fig. 1. 
There is a sufficient pause after each reverse 
novenient of the slats 5 to pernit the dis 
play in atter to be easily read, due to the fact 
that the teeth on the mutilated gear 26, pass 
out of engageanent with the two gears 23 
and 25. 
While I have shown and described the 

preferred form of the it vention, I do not 
restrict myself to the exact constriction, 
combination and a 'raingenient of parts 
shown, but reserve the right to make such 
changes as properly fall within the spirit 
and scope of the claims. 

Illa ving thus described my invention, what 
I claim and desire to secre by letters Pat 
ent, is: 

1. In a device of the character described, a 
plurality of pivotally-mounted slats having 

y, 

1,161,853 

display strfaces on their opposite sides and 
so disposed that each slat overlaps å display 
slrface on a contacting slat, means for im 
på Irting alternate rotary motion to said slats. 
to alternately display their display surfaces, 
wings to lap display surfaces on the endinost 
slats, and resilient means for holding said 
wings in engagement with said endmost 
slats. 

2. In a clevice of the character described, 
a case ha ving glass sides, a plurality of 
slats pivotally-ino inted in said case and 
having display strfaces on their opposite 
sicles and so disposed that each stat overlaps 
a display strface on a contacting slat, means 
for imparting alternate rotary motion to 
said slats to alternately expose their display 
st trfaces, wings to lap display strfaces on 
the two ehlost slats, amel springs for holdl 
ing said wings in engagement with said end 
most slats. 

In testimony whereof I aflix ny signature, 
in the presence of two witnesses. 

| IAIRIRY IL. F() IRBES. 
Witnesses: 

Filip C. FisciI 1:1, 
Lu. J. IFIscíER. 
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