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UNITED STATES

PaTenT OFFICE.

CHARLES 8. HIGGINS, OF BROOKLYN, NEW YORK, ASSIGNOR TO MARY
FRANCIS B. HIGGINS, OF SAME PLACE. ‘

SOAP-HOLDER.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 476,014, dated May 31, 1892,
v Application filed August 10, 1891, - Serial No. 402,230, ' (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CHARLES S. HHIGGINS, a
citizen of the United States, residin ¢ at Brook-
lyn, in the county of Kings and State of New
York, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Soap-Holders; and I do here-
by declare the following to be a full, clear,
and exact. deseription of the invention, such
aswill enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to an improved soap
holder or receptacle for use in public places,
sueh as hetel wash-rooms and the like, where
persons are accustomed to wash in suceession.
Ordinarily in such places each person is com-
pelled to use the same cake of soap, which is
unpleasant to those of fastidious tastes and
objectionable, and even dangerons on sani-
tary grounds, as the cake of soap thus used
furnishes a means of communicating disease
from one person to another.

My invention consists of a receptacle or
holder of such size and shape in eross-section
as to correspond to the size and shape of the
cakes of soap to be held therein, said recep-
tacle being provided with a closed 1id or top
and a locking device at its side; also, it has
an opening in its lower front portion through
which the cakes of soap may be withdrawn
one by one; also, the holder or receptacle is
provided with a forwardly-movable slide.in
its bottom and with supporting-brackets on
its rear side, whereby it may be attached to a
wall or other support.

The objects of my invention are, first, to ob-
viate the above objections by furnishing the
soap in separate cakes of sufficient size to be
used but once; second, to provide a soap
holder or receptacle in which such cakes may
be placed and held, the receptacle being so
constructed and the ecakessoarranged therein
that they will descend by gravity and may be
withdrawn cne at a time for use, as more fully
hereinafter explained. These objects are ac-
complished by the peculiar construction and
arrangement or combination of the parts illus-
trated in the accompanying drawings, form-
ing a part of this specification, in which the
same reference-numerals indicate the same
parts, and in which— )

Figure 1 represents a front elevation of my

improved soap holder or receptacle, showing
the same open and the arrangement of the
cakes of soap therein; Fig. 2, a perspective
view of the bottom of said holder or receptacle,
looking from above; Fig. 3, a similar view of
the lower surface of said bottom, looking to-
ward the front-end of the same; Fig. 4, a simi-
lar view with the removable slide removed;
Fig. 5, a detail end view of theremovableslide.

In the drawings the numeral 1indicates the
soap holder or receptacle, which is made of
suitable dimensions to contain the desired
number of cakes of soap,and in eross-section
is of a size to correspond to or approximate
the contour of said cakes. Inthe present in-
stance said holder or receptacle is represented
asoval in shapein cross-section. At itslower
front portion it is formed with the opening 2,
which is of just sufficient size to permit the
passage of a single cake of soap at a time.
The form of thisopening alsc permits the two
lower cakes to be separated in case they ad-
here, and thus provision is made for the easy
and outward passage of all the cakes of soap
from the holder or receptacle. At its top or
upper end the receptacle is provided with the
closed lid or cover 3.

The holder or receptacle is formed of the
two equal-sized front and rear parts 4 and
5, which are divided vertically and connected
by the hinges 6 at their junction on their left
sides and fastened by the locking devices 7
on their right or opposite sides.

The bottom 8 of the holder or receptacle is
removably secured to the rear part 5 thereof
by means of set-screws passed through the
holes 9, formed in said bottom and register-
ing with corresponding holes formed in the
lower end of said rear part of the receptacle.
This bottom is formed with the rectangular
recess 10, which is open at its rear end and
within which is mounted the movable slide
11, which is formed with the longitudinal
grooves 12 in its edges for fitting over the
metal along the sides of said recess and guid-
ing said slide during its reciproecations. The
front portion of the movable slide isineclined
downwardly and provided with the flange 13
at its front edge for stopping the deseent of
the withdrawn cakes of soap.

Upon the under side of the movable slide
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11, at its center, is formed or secured the
rack-bar 14, with which meshes the segment-
gear 15, which is mounted upon the trans-
verse shaft 16, which is journaled in the lower
ends of the brackets 17, which extend down-
wardly from the under side of the bottom of
the receptacle. To therightend of thisshaft
is secured the upwardly and forwardly pro-
jecting finger-lever 18, and around said shaft

is wound the spiral spring 19, which is se-

cured at its ends to the brackets 17. When
said finger-lever is moved forwardly and
downwardly, said spiral spring becomes
wound very tightly around the shaft, and
when said lever is released it acts to reverse
the movement of said shaft, turn the segment-
gear 15, which meshes with the rack-bar 14,
and return the movable slide 11 to the rear
end of the bottom of the receptacle and in po-
sition for its raised front end 20 to move for-
ward anotker cake of soap. To prevent the
spiralspring from movingsaid slide too farfor-
ward, a vertical pin 21 is secured to the under
side of said slide near one of its edges and is
arranged to come in contact with the hori-
zontal pin 22, which projects inwardly from
the upper end of one of the brackets17. For
strengthening the bottom of the holder or re-
ceptaele it is provided on its lower surface
along the edges of the recess 10 with the
downwardly-projecting flanges 23.

The rear or back part of the holder or re-
ceptacle is provided with one or more brack-
ets 39, having perforations through which
screws or other fastening devices are passed
for securing the receptacle to a wall or other
support in vertical position; also, said recepta-
cle is preferably formed of metal and may be
ornamented as desired; also, it may be sup-
ported in any suitable manner, such as by an
ornamental bracket or shelf,instead of by the
brackets hereinbefore described.

Having thus fully described the construc-
tion and arrangement or combination of the
soveral partsof my invention, its advantages,
and the manmner of using the same, what I
claim as new is—

1. A holder or receptacle for cakes of soap,
which isformed in its front lower portion with
an opening of a size sufficient to permit of the
withdrawal of a single cake at a time,incom-
bination with a removable and recessed bot-
tom and a forwardly - movable slide raised
above said bottom, and mechanism for recip-
rocating said slide, and mechanismn for oper-
ating the same, including a rack-bar on the
slide, a segment-rack, a forwardly-movable

slide, a transverse shaft, and a spiral spring
surrounding the same, substantially as de-

seribed.

2. A holder or receptacle for cakes of soap,
which is formed in its front lower portion with
an opening of a sizesufficient to permit of the
withdrawal of a single cake at a time,in com-
bination with a removable and recessed bot-
tom and a forwardly - movable slide raised
above the same, and mechanism for recipro-
cating said slide, and mechanism for operat-
ing the same, including a rack-bar on the slide,
a segment-rack, a forwardly-movable slide, a
transverse shaft, and a spiral spring surround-
ing the same, said shaft being provided with
a finger-lever at one end, substantially as de-
scribed.

3. A holder or receptacle forcakes of soap,
which is formed in its frontlower portion with
an opening of a size sufficient to permit of the
withdrawal of a single cake at a time, in com-
bination with a removable and recessed bot-
tom, and a forwardly - movable slide raised
above the same, and mechanism. for recipro-
catingsaid slide,and mechanism for operating

the same, including a rack-bar on the slide, a

segment-rack, a forwardly-movable slide, a
transverseshaft,and aspiral spring surround-
ing the same, said shaft being provided with
a finger-lever at one end, which projects up-
ward and forward, substantially as deseribed.

4. Inaholder orreceptacle for cakes of soap,
a slide formed with longitudinal grooves in
its sides or edges, in combination with a sta-
tionary recessed and removable bottom, a
transverse shaft, and aspiral spring surround-
ing the same, and gearing between said shaft
and the slide, substantially as described.

5. A holder or receptacle for eakes of soap,
formed in two vertieal parts and provided at
its lower front end with an opening of a suf-
ficient size to permit of the withdrawal of a
single cake at a time and with a forwardly-
movableslide for effecting the removal of said
cake, in combination with a rack-bar, a seg-
ment-gear, and means for operating the same,
said means ineluding a transverse shaft, aspi-
ral spring surrounding the same, and means
for operating said shaft, said means consist-
ing of an upward and forward extending fin-
ger lever, substantially as deseribed.

Intestimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

CIHAS. S. HIGGINS.

Witnesses:

IsaAc LUBLIN,
W. . CORNELL.
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