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To all whom it may concern.:

Beitknown that], EMANUEL ADOLPH Ricw,
a citizen of the United States, residing at New
York, in the county and State of New York,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Cigar-Moistening Devices for
Cigar-Boxes, of which the following is a full,
clear, and exact specification.

My invention relates to cigar moistening
devices,and more particularly to 2 moistener
which is applicable to cigar boxes which have
been packed with cigars and placed on the
dealers’ shelves for sale, or for use by the con-
sumer.

It is well known that a great trouble expe-
rienced by cigar dealers and consumers in the
use of cigars,is that when kept in adry place,
or from natural causes, the cigars become so
dry as to be unfit for use; and the object of
my invention is to provide a means within
the boxes in which cigars are packed, where-
by the cigars may be moistened and kept in
a moist condition for any length of time.

Referring to the drawings, forming a part
of this specification, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a cigar box having my improved mois-
tening deviceapplied thereto. Fig.2isa side
elevation of the moistening device removed.
Fig. 3 is a vertical cross section of the same,
taken on line 1—1 of Fig. 2. -

A represents a cigar box, and B a receiver
for the moistener C. As will be seen by the
drawings the receiver B is constructed of two
separate plates, said plates being connected
together at the sides and bottom, and secured
one to the other in such manner as to form a
pocket. The top of said receiver B is open
" to.permit theinsertion or removal of the mois-
tener C. The front plate ¢ is perforated at
its upper portion fora purpose to be described
hereinafter, and the back plate bissolid over
its entire surface.

'The moistening device C is formed of a
strip of metal folded upon itself,and isadapt-
ed to receive within the fold a suitable ab-
sorbent material, such as blotting paper, felt,
&ce.  As seen in the drawings I prefer to use
three thicknesses of blotting paper ¢ for this
purpose.

perforations in its upper side portion for the
purpose of enabling the absorbent maten_al
to receive and exhale moisture. The mois-
tening device C when charged with mois‘ture
is adapted to be inserted within the receiver,
when moisture will be caused to enter the
box through the perforations in both the
moistening device and the receiver.

The device C is moistened by dipping it in-
verted in water, allowing it to remain in the
water only a sufficient length of time for the
outside sheets of blotting to become satu-
rated. By.this means the middle sheet of
blotting will absorb any superfluous water.
The lower portion of the device C is solid to
prevent the absorbent material contained in
said portion from receiving moisture. The
device C being inserted in the receiver, the
moisture with which the upper portion of the
absorbent material has been saturated will
gradually soak down toward the lower edge,
and that portion of the absorbent material
which is covered by the solid lower portion
of the device C will absorb some of the super- -
fluous moisture. Notwithstanding these pro-
visions to prevent water from flowing into
the box, it is possible that a few drops might
escape from the device C. To prevent these
drops from entering the box and damaging

“the cigars, the lower portion (not perforated)

of the receiver B is formed in the shape of a
trough which serves to collect any escaping
water. .

The moistening device Cis provided with a
lip or shoulder d by which it may be removed
from the receiver.

My invention as described does not neces-
sitate any alteration in the construction of
the ordinary cigar boxes, and in this form it
is applicable for use where the boxes are sold
intact to the consumer, who can use the mois-
tener after he has bought and opened the box.

‘Where it is desired to preserve the cigars
in their boxes in a moist condition without
opening said boxes or breaking the revenue
stamps, I provide anauxiliary lid D directly
over the receiver B. This lid may be opened

without violating the internal revenue laws,

as the goods could not be removed through
such opening, but would permit of the re- oo

50 The moistening device C is provided with
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moval and insertion of the moistening device
with ease, thus preserving the goods in a
proper condition for use.

Having now described my invention, I de-
clare that what I claim is— '

The combination with a cigar box, of a re-
ceiving device B within said box, said receiv-
ing device formed of two plates secured to-
gether, closed at the sides and bottom, and
open atthe top, one plate having perforations
along its upper portion; a removable mois-
tening device contained within said receiver
comprising a strip of metal folded upon it-
self, one of the flaps formed thereby being

provided with perforations; absorbent mate-
rial within the fold; a lip to facilitate the re-
moval of the moistening device from the re-
ceiver, and an auxiliary box lid D. situate
over the mouth of the receiver, substantially
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as and for the purposes herein shown and de- 20

seribed.

In testimony that I claim the foregoingI
have hereunto set my hand this 30th day of
January, 1893.

EMANUEL A. RICH.

Witnesses: _

Marx M. DECKER,
E. E. MEARES.




