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This invention relates to an improved display 
device for use in displaying articles in Store win 
dows, counters, and the like, the invention hav 
ing particular reference to a device for supporting 
shoes, slippers, and other articles of footwear in 
a manner to best display the important featules 
of the Sane. 
One of the objects of the present invention is to 

provide a shoe-supporting stand of the character 
described, in which a shoe, slipper or the like is 
securely grasped and held by a Spring clamping 
means so mounted that the shoe may be held in 
any selected angle to allow its structural or design 
features to be readily observed by the prospec 
tive customer. Another object of the invention 
is to provide a shoe support which has its shoe 
engaging means self-adjustable so that such 
means will not only firmly grip the shoe to best 
support it in any one of a number of positions, 
but will adapt itself to shoes of various sizes and 
designs within the range of the clamping means 
provided as a part of the device. Still another 
object of the invention is to provide a shoe 
supporting device operative to grip and hold One 
or more shoes in any selected position on the shoe 
or shoes, and also arranged to be held at any 
angle whereby the features of the shoe Or shoes 
so held can be readily observed. 
More particularly, the invention contemplates 

the provision of a supporting base or plate on 
which a pair of arms is pivotally secured, the 
free ends of said arms being resiliently urged to 
ward one another by Spring pressure, said arms 
having rotatably-mounted clamping jaWS to 
engage and resiliently grip a portion of a shoe 
between them, the supporting base or plate be 
ing mounted for universal movement whereby the 
device and the shoe supported thereby may be 
held at a selected angle. 
In the accompanying drawing, wherein an 

illustrative embodiment of the invention is 
shown: 

Fig. 1 is a side elevation of the display de 
vice, showing how the same may be employed to 
grip and support a shoe at the arch of the shoe; 

Fig. 2 is a top plan view of the device; 
Fig. 3 is a front view of the device, as viewed 

from the left end of Fig. 1, and with the clamp 
of the ball-and-socket joint omitted; and 

Fig. 4 is a sectional view on the line 4-4 of 
Fig. 1, looking in the direction of the arrows. 
The improved device is arranged to be sup 

ported at any selected angle, and for this pur 
pose is provided a ball-and-socket joint includ 
ing a spherical member or ball adapted to be 
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held by a pair of jaws 2 and 3 in which it can 
Stiffly or frictionally move, the pressure on the 
ball by the jaws 2 and 3 being regulated by the 
Screw 4 which can be tightened, as required, to 
either hold the ball against movement or to 
allow it to be shifted, as required, to position the 
device, and the shoe held thereby, at any selected 
angle. Secured between the jaws 2 and 3 is a 
block 5 which is internally threaded to receive the 
Screw threads provided on a post or standard 6 of 
a suitable display fixture. w 

Extending radially from the ball , and pref 
erably formed integrally therewith, is a stem 7 
which is rigidly secured to a cross head or base 
plate 8 constituting the base member of the shoe 
clamping means. Pivotally secured to the under 
side of the plate 8 adjacent to one end thereof, 
and on the pin 0, is an arm if provided at its 
Opposite end with a clamping jaw 5, rotatably 
Secured to the upper face of the arm by the 
pivot pin 4. 
At the Opposite end of the plate 8 is pivotally 

Secured an arm f3 similar to that shown at , 
the arm f3 being pivoted on the pin 2 and having 
a clamping jaw 7 pivoted at its other end by the 
pivot pin 4. The free ends of the two arms if 
and 3 are normally urged toward one another by 
Spring means, more clearly seen in Fig. 4, wherein 
it will be noted that Said Spring means consists of 
a wire Spring f8 having a part extending between 
the two pins to and 2. Said spring is coiled 
around the pin 0, as indicated at 9, and it has a 
leg 20 extending under the arm t , said leg 20 of 
the Spring engaging against a pin 2 extending 
downwardly from the arm ff. Similarly, the 
Spring 8 has a part coiled around the pin f2, as in 
dicated at 25, from whence the spring extends in 
the form of a Second leg, indicated at 22, to en 
gage against a downwardly-extending pin 23 on 
the arm 3. 
The disposition of the two legs 20 and 22 of the 

Spring 8 is such that the legs are normally urged 
toward One another, and the engagement of these 
legs 20 and 22 with the pins 2 and 23 on arms 
and f3, respectively, is such that they tend to urge 
the free ends of the arms toward one another, or 
to the position shown in Figs. 2 and 4. The piv 
Otal movement of the two arms and 3 toward 
One another may be limited by the contact of the 
end portions of said arms with one another or by 
the ends of the downwardly-extending lip or 
flange 24 provided along one edge of the plate 9 
between the tWO arms and 3. 
From the foregoing, the mode of operation of 

the display device will be readily understood. The 
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two clamping arms and 3 may be spread apart 
to the desired extent, as indicated in dotted lines 
in Fig. 2, against the pressure of the spring 8 
to enable any desired portion of the shoe to be 
inserted between them, whereupon the spring 8 
Will cause the arms to embrace the Shoe and Se 
curely hold it between the two clamping jaWS 
5, and 7. Since the clamping jaws 5 and 
are rotatively mounted on the arms and 3, 
the jaws may be positioned at any desired angle 
with respect to one another to enable them to 
firmly grip any selected portion of the shoe. For 
example, in Fig. 1 the arch portion of a shoe 
is shown as gripped between the jaws 5 and 7. 
The sole, heel or other portion of a shoe can 
also be firmly held by the arrangement of the 
clamping jaws, the spring 8 acting to bring the 
arms and 3 toward one another for the re 
quired extent to enable the shoe to be firmly 
held by the jaws. Since the ball-and-socket 
mounting of the device permits of its angular dis 
position, it will be obvious that a shoe gripped and 
held by the device can be arranged at any Se 
lected angle to best display its structural or de 
sign features. 
While I have described a shoe display device 

for holding a single Shoe, it will be clear that 
by the utilization of the structure herein de 
Scribed in duplicate, a device for holding and dis 
playing a pair or even a greater number of shoes 
will result. That is to say, by merely attach 
ing two or more pairs of the arms and 3 and 
associated parts to a single plate or base in Suit 
ably spaced relation, a Support for a number of 
shoes, will be had. 
What I claim is: 
1. In a shoe display device of the character de 

scribed, an elongated plate member, a stem ex 
tending from the under side of said plate, a ball 
on said stem, a clamp engaging the ball and 
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4. 
frictionally holding the same to enable the plate 
to be supported at a desired angle relative to a 
horizontal plane, a pair of pivot pins extending 
do WinWardly from the under side of the plate, 
the Stem being located between the pins, an arm. 
pivotally mounted on each pin, a clamping jaw 
rotatably secured on top of each arm at the 
end of the arm remote from its point of pivotal 
attachment to the plate, and a spring engaging 
the arms and tending to force the ends of said 
arms on which the clamping jaws are pivoted, to 
Ward One another, said Spring being located be 
low the plate and the arms and having parts in 
engagement With the pivot pins. 

2. In a shoe display device of the character de 
Scribed, a pair of clamping arms between which 
a portion of a shoe is adapted to be embraced, a 
plate extending between the arms to which one 
end of each arm is pivotally attached, and a gen 
erally U shaped Spring attached at one side 
of the plate to the pivots for said arms, said Spring 
having a pair of leg portions normally urged to 
Ward one another, and pins on the arms with 
which the end of each of the Spring legs engages 
to thereby urge the free ends of the clamping 
arms toward one another to cause the portion of 
the shoe to be resiliently embraced between them, 
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