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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, CHARLEs W. DAW 

SON, a citizen of the United States, residing 
at Dayton, in the county of Montgomery 
and State of Ohio, have invented certain 
new and useful Improvements in Window 
Shade Trimmers, of which the following is 
a Specification. 
My invention relates to a “window shade 

trimmer”; and while the device is more 
especially designed and intended for the 
purpose of trimming or cutting down to the 
proper width Window shades and Wall 
papers when rolled up, it will become ap 
parent and be obvious to all that the device 
may be of various styles and dimensions, 
according to the articles to be cut or 
trimmed, and may also be large and power 
ful enough-in like manner--to cut down 
awnings and their poles to the desired di 
mensions; also, that while said device is 
herein illustrated and described as being 
constructed so as to be operated by hand, it 
will be obvious that with very slight and 
minor changes, all within the scope and 
spirit of the invention and without depart 
ing from the principle of the same, said de 
vice can readily be constructed so as to be 
operated by power instead of by hand. 
Some of the principal objects of this in 

vention consist in producing a handy device 
for readily trimming or cutting the ordi 
nary window shades and their rollers so as 
to properly fit windows of much smaller 
widths; also to 
kind that will cut a straight, clean, even 
edge. Further objects are to produce a 
device of this kind that is composed of few 
parts; is simple in construction and will 
need very little if any repairs; and one 
which can be manufactured at a very small 
COSt. 
The invention consists essentially-refer 

ring briefly and in general terms to the de 
vice-in the very peculiar and novel con 
struction, arrangement, and combination of 
the various mechanical elements or parts, 
as will be hereinafter described in detail and 
set forth in the subjoined claims, in accord 
ance with the statutes in such cases made 
and provided therefor. 

Referring to the accompanying drawings 
illustrating my invention and constituting 
a formal part of this specification, and 
wherein the same letters and numerals of 
reference are used to indicate or point out 

provide a device of this 

the same parts wherever occurring through 
Out the Several views:-Figure 1 is a plan 
view of the device in position about to be 
Operated; Fig. 2 is a side elevation of same 
in operative position; Fig. 3 is a front end 
view with the knife or cutter out of oper 
ative position. Fig. 4 is a rear end view 
partially in Section-taken on line y-y of 
Fig. 1. Fig. 5 is a transverse sectional view 
of the revolving head-taken on line 2–2 
of Fig. 4. Fig. 6 is a side view partially 
broken away and in section of the Swivel 
end of the retaining lever. Fig. 7 is a ver 
tical transverse sectional view through the 
knife or cutter, the knife-arm and clamp 
holding same. Fig. 8 is a side view of the 
knife or cutter, the clamp and a broken 
away portion of the arm showing the stop 
for said knife connected thereto; and Fig. 
9 is a perspective view of a broken away 
Section of the gage-arm and the gage car 
ried by Same. , - 
In describing my said invention specifi 

cally, and referring in detail to the different 
and various mechanical parts or elements of 
construction of my window shade trimmer, 
as shown throughout the Several views of 
the drawings and designated by means of 
the letters and numerals of reference as 
aforesaid; A is the gage-arm-preferably 
supported at one end by means of a small 
foot a-as seen in FigS. 1 and 2;-but in 
Some instances if so desired said foot may be 
dispensed with and this end of Said gage 
arm supported by any convenient form of 
rest desired; the opposite end of said arm 
being connected at 6 to the trough shaped 
body B of the device, which is supported by 
means of feet c, which are preferably in 
tended in practice to be Screwed to a counter 
or table the same as foot a. 
The window shade to be trimmed or cut, 

for the purpose of reducing the same to the 
desired width for the window required, is 
placed in a rolled condition in body B; as 
more particularly indicated in dotted lines 
in Figs. 1 and 2: the spring end of roller 
of course being placed to rear and extend 
ing just over the gage-arm, so as to rest in 
the forked or bifurcated portion d of gage 
D, the slotted end d of Said gage receiving 
in its slot the flat spindle 15, thus forming a 
bearing for this end of said roller when 
adjusting same to the proper width the 
shade is to be cut or trimmed at the oppo 
site end. Said gage as shown is adjustably 
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mounted on said gage-arm and is provided 
with a set-screw e for retaining same in po 
sition, also a gib e? of ordinary construc 
tion—as a bearing for the Set-screw. Lever 
F, as fully shown in Figs. i., 2, 3, and 6, 
has hinged thereto at f the short extension 
16 of retaining member or clamp g, which 
is the same length and of similar contour to 
trough-shaped body B-thus adapting it 
to snugly fit over and rest on said rolled 
shade, clamping and retaining same firmly 
in position therein, by reason of the operator 
simply grasping said lever in One hand and 
throwing it over or swinging it from the 
position shown in Fig. 1 to the position 
shown in Figs. 2 and 3; by reason of Said 
lever having a detachably hinged and 
Swiveled connection at g with arm 17 ex 
tending from said body of the device. 
As fully shown in detail in Fig. 9, in 

which instance for an example a window 
shade supposed to be 38 inches wide it is de 
sired instead should be only 36 inches to 
fit a window; the shade and roller being in 
the position shown and just described, gage 
D by means of its set screw and gib is now 
moved forward on the gage-arm-the latter, 
if so desired, having marked thereon inches 
and fractions thereof similar to a yard 
stick-until the indicating edge d’ of said 
gage rests over the 36 inch mark on Said 
arm;--it being here explained, however, 
that said 36 inches are here indicated only 
as a record of the width the shade is to be 
when cut, and solely as directions for guid 
ing the operator, and are two inches less 
than the actual distance or space to the 
knife as indicated, these two inches of the 
shade also the 3 of an inch extension of the 
roller being the distance or space from indi 
cating edge d’ back to the slotted ended 
of said gage, and when measured from this 
latter point forward to the knife or cutter 
le, will be the true distance of 36 inches de 
sired and recorded at Said indicating edge; 
while the remaining 2 inches of shade to be 
cut from the 38 inches at the opposite end 
and balance of roller-extends over and 
forward of Said knife or cutter. In other 
words the gage is to be moved and set on 
said arm so that its indicating edged will 
rest over the number indicating the inches 
or fractions thereof the width of the shade 
is to be when cut, and the space from the 
slotted end of said gage to the knife will be 
the actual or true width of said shade when 
Cult. 

Knife or cutter he rests in the recess in 
knife-arm K and is adjustable by means of 
a slot-as shown in dotted lines—which re 
ceives Set-screw l of said arm (see Fig. 7) 
to allow of said knife being raised, to offset 
any reduction by sharpening, or when worn 
down for any other reason; said set-screw 
also holding the knife-clamp 2 in position 
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in said recess. Said knife-arm is also 
further provided with a knife-stop l' ad 
justably connected thereto by means of 
screws as fully shown in Fig. 8, for the pur 
pose of regulating the depth of the knife 
cut. 

Knife-arm K is movably connected at m, 
to the revolving-head, and at its opposite 
end is provided with a spring in which is 
detachably connected at n to offset n° of 
said revolving-head; while arm O of Said 
head has movably connected to it at O' lever 
P provided with the crank-handle p, and at 
its opposite end p' with a semi-circular 
recess or concavity, which is adapted to en 
gage and rest firmly over and impinge and 
bear against the lug or stop fe' of the knife 
arm, when in the act of forcing said arm 
down to the position shown in Fig. 3-by 
means of its movable bearing at m and the 
expansion of spring n, while one of the 
stops p° of said lever will now rest and 
firmly bear in recess or of arm O adapted 
to receive it (see dotted lines Fig. 3). 
When it is desired to operate the device, 

lever F is brought over from the position 
shown in Fig. I to the position shown in 
Figs. 2 and 3, and the retaining member 
firmly clamps the rolled shade in said trough 
shaped body, by reason of the operator 
grasping and bearing down upon Said lever 
with his left hand, as heretofore fully de 
scribed; and lever P, by reason of its crank 
handle being grasped by the right hand of 
the operator, and through the medium of its 
movable connection at O', will be turned 
from its vertical position shown in Fig. 3 
and just described to the horizontal position 
shown in Figs. 1, 2, and 4, and spring n. 
will now contract and raise the knife-arm to 
a horizontal position until the rolled shade 
rests against the cutting edge of said knife, 
extending forward of same the 2 inches to be 
removed; and lever P which now practically 
forms a horizontal continuation of the 
knife-arm, by means of the lower stop p' of 
said lever bearing up against the base of arm 
O-(see Fig. 4). The device being secured 
to the counter or table, so that all parts be 
yond and forward of the front feet will ex 
tend over and clear of said counter or table 
so that all movable parts will clear same 
When operated, and by turning the crank 
handle down from right to left the knife 
arm, which is now a horizontal continuation 
of lever P, will be turned and with it the 
knife or cutter through the medium of re 
volving-head Q, to which said arm is con 
nected at m, also by Spring in, and said knife 
as it passes and circles around the end of 
said rolled shade will cut off or sever it down 
to the roller, the two inches it is desired to 
remove. Revolving-head Q, as more fully 
shown in Figs. 4 and 5, has the rear face 
of its front Section recessed so that when its 
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back Section q is connected to it by screws at 
9 after said recessed portion rests over the 
stationary-head R, which is securely bolted 
at r to the front standard of said trough 
shaped body-there will be left a groove or 
channel at S as shown by dotted lines in 
Fig. 4 and indicated by solid lines in Fig. 
5, which permits said revolving-head to 
smoothly turn and revolve around said sta 
tionary-head which forms a bearing for 
same. The shade having now been reduced 
in width as desired, to shorten the length of 
the roller proportionately simply place the 
blade of a saw against saw guide or bearing 
S, which is detachably secured at t to the 
front Section of the revolving-head, and saw 
off the end of the roller, then replace the 
metallic end having the round spindle 18 
on cut or new end of roller, then turn the 
parts of the device back to the position 
shown in Fig. 3 as heretofore fully de 
scribed, and move lever F and the retaining 
member or clamp back to the position shown 
in Fig. 1. 

Having now described my window shade 
trimmer; I claim as my invention:- 

1. A trimmer for window shades, pro 
vided with a gage for supporting the shade 
and its roller, also for gaging the Width of 
the shade to be cut; a suitably supported 
body adapted to receive said shade and 
roller; a lever for retaining said shade and 
roller in position in said body; a stationary 
head carried by Said trimmer; a revolving 
head carried by said stationary-head; a 
spring controlled arm carried by said re 
Volving head; a cutter adjustably mounted 
upon Said arm; and means for operating 
Said revolving-head. 

2. A device for trimming window-shades 
comprising -a means for gaging the width 

B 

of the shade to be trimmed; a support for 
Said gaging means; a concaved body for re 
ceiving the shade and roller; a clamp to rest 
over said shade and roller for firmly retain 
ing same in position in said body; a lever 
having a hinged connection with said clamp 
and a swiveled connection with said con 
caved body; a stationary-head connected to 
the device; a Sectional revolving-head car 
ried by Said stationary-head and provided 
with a groove for adapting it to be revolved 
around said stationary-head; a Spring con 
trolled arm connected to said revolving 
head; an adjustable knife carried by said 
arm; and means for operating Said re 
volving-head and throwing said knife in 
and out of engagement with said shade. 

3. The combination in a window-shade 
trimmer, of a gage-arm having mounted 
thereon a gage provided with a slotted end; 
a trough shaped body to which Said gage 
arm is connected; a retaining member 
adapted to rest over said body and clamp the 
shade and roller therein; a lever hinged to 
said retaining member and having a swiv 
eled connection with said body; a stationary 
head of an approximate U shape, carried by 
Said trimmer to facilitate the placing of the 
shade and roller in position; a revolving 
head of an approximate U shape formed With 
a groove and carried by said stationary 
head; a cutter-arm carried by said revolv 
ing-head; a cutter adjustably mounted upon 
said arm; and a crank and lever for operat 
ing said revolving-head and cutter. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature 
in presence of two witnesses. 

CHARLES W. DAWSON. 
Witnesses: 

CHARLEs E. BAUER, 
W. S. RHOTEHAMEL. 
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Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. C.’ 


