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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

This disclosure relates to a sign post comprising a
longitudinal central portion and a side portion bent back
on opposite sides of said central portion in such a way as
to overlap the edge of a sign blade when such a sign blade
is secured to the central portion of the post. Such an ar-
rangement permits to secure two sign blades on opposite
sides of the central portion of the post at 180° intervals.
A retaining member is also provided for securing an addi-
tional sign blade at 90° from the first sign blade.
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This invention relates to signs and more particularly
to a sign post to which one or more sign blades may be
selectively affixed at 90° intervals.

Various types of signs are known in the art. They gen-
erally comprise a post to which may be secured one or
more sign blades by means of various fixtures which are
usually separate from the post and the sign blades. Such
signs require additional elements to secure the sign blades
which increase the cost of manufacture and furthermore
can be easily lost in the field.

It is the main feature of the invention to provide a
sign post which eliminates the need for a separate fixture
to secure the sign blades to the post, and yet admits selec-
tive positioning of the sign blades.

The sign post, in accordance with the invention, com-
prises a longitudinal member having a longitudinal cen-
tral portion and a side portion which is bent back on
opposite sides of the central portion in such a way as to
overlap the edge of a sign blade when it is secured to the
central portion of the post. The above arrangement al-
lows for the positioning of two sign blades at 180° from
each other such as it may be required.

In accordance with a second feature of the invention,
a retaining member may be provided for securing a sign
blade at 90° from a first sign blade as it is also often
required. The retaining memebr is secured to the central
portion of the post and holds such a sign in position.

The invention will now be disclosed with reference to
the drawings which illustrate a preferred embodiment of
the invention and in which:

FIG. 1 illustrates generally a sign in accordance with
the invention;

FIG. 2 illustrates a cross-section of the sign post taken
along lines 2—2 of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 illustrates a cross-section of the post taken
generally along the same lines as FIG. 2 but showing in
addition a retaining member in accordance with the sec-
ond feature of the invention; and

FIG. 4 illustrates an exploded perspective view of the
embodiment shown in FIG. 3.

In FIG. 1, there is shown a sign comprising a post 1
to which is secured a sign blade 2 which may have vari-
able widths as illustrated by the dash lines. A second
sign blade 3 may be secured to post 1 at 180° from sign
blade 2 as it will be explained in detail later on. The
lower part of post 1 may be sunk in the ground or sup-
ported on a base as it may be required for each particu-
lar application. Post 1 may be made of galvanized steel
or any other suitable material. i

FIG. 2 illustrates a cross-section taken along lines 2—2
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of FIG. 1. The illustrated post comprises a central por-
tion 1a and two side portions 1 which are bent back
on opposite sides of central portion 1a. The side portions
15 further have a portion 1c which is bent inwardly in
such a way as to contact the edge of sign blades 2 and 3
which are secured to central portion 1a of the post by
means of bolt 4.

Portions 15 and 1c¢ of the post may be bent using any
suitable tool depending on the material used.

The post configuration illustrated in FIG. 2 is for the
purpose of illustration only and it will be understood
that side portions 15 may take any shape and do not have
to extend the full width of central portion 1a. Any S-
shaped configuration (straight or inverted) are envisaged
as these configurations permit to secure two sign blades
on opposite sides of the central portion 1« of the post and
at 180° from each other.

When the side portions 15 of the post extends over the
full width of the central portion 1a, such as illustrated in
FIG. 2, it is necessary to drill a hole 5 into portions 15 to
provide for the passage of bolt 4 and the usual tools for
tightening it.

It is to be noted that a single bolt is necessary to secure
the sign blades 2 and 3 because the edge 6 of the sign
blades rests against the bent back portion 15 and are so
prevented from rotating around the single bolit.

FIG. 3 illustrates in cross-section a further embodi-
ment of the invention in which a retaining member 7 is
used to secure a sign blade 8 to 90° from sign blades 2 or
3. As illustrated, retaining memebr 7 is secured by bolt
4 to the central portion 1la of the post and holds sign
blade 8 against the post. Strips 9 of adhesive foam or any
other suitable material may be used between the retaining
member 7 and sign blade 8 and between sign blade 8 and
portions 15 and 1c of the post to tightly secure the sign
blade 8. Although the retaining member 7 is illustrated as
having a T-shaped configuration in cross-section, an L-
shaped configuration for example, may be used when side
portion 15 does not extend over the full width or central
portion 1a.

As it is shown in FIG. 4, which illustrates an exploded
perspective view of the embodiment of FIG. 3, retaining
member 7 comprises an arm portion 7a which is adapted
to be secured to portion 1a of post 1 by boit 4 and a
cross arm portion 7b which bears against sign blade 8.
Sign blade 8 has a slot 9 for receiving the arm 7a of
retaining member 7.

It is to be understood that various modifications of
the sign post may be envisaged without departing from
the scope of the present invention, For example, the bent
back portion 15 of the post does not have to extend the
full length of the post. It may only extend a distance long
enough along the upper end of the post for securing sign
blades of normal size. The remaining portion of the
post may take any configuration.

Iclaim:

1. A sign post comprising a longitudinal central por-
tion and a side portion extending from each edge of said
central portion and bent back on said central portion so
that one side portion overlies one side of said central por-
tion and the other side portion overlies the other side of
said central portion so as to overlap the edge of a sign
blade when a sign blade is secured to either side of said
central portion of the post to extend outwardly in opposite
directions, and means for securing said blade to the cen-
tral portion of said post when said sign blade is carried
by either side of said central portion.

2. A sign post as defined in claim 1, wherein each side
portion of the post extends the full width of the central
portion of the post and is further bent inwardly towards
the sign blade.
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3. A sign post as defined in claim 2, wherein said sign
blade is secured to the central portion of the post by means
of a bolt, said side portion having a hole therein for
allowing for the passage of the bolt.

4. A sign post as defined in claim 1, further including
a retaining member which may be secured to the central
portion of the post and which is adapted to hold an addi-
tional sign blade against the post at 90° from the first sign
blade.

5. A sign post as defined in claim 2, further including
a retaining member having a T-shaped configuration in
cross-section, said T-shaped member having an arm por-
tion which is secured to the central portion of the post and
a cross arm portion adapted to hold an additional sign
blade, at 90° from the first sign blade, against the edge of
one side portion of the post and the edge of the inwardly
bent portion of the other side portion of the post.

6. A sign post as defined in claim 5, wherein said addi-
tional sign blade has a slot therein for receiving the arm
of the retaining member.
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7. A sign post as defined in claim 4, further including
strips of material disposed between said retaining member
and said additional sign blade and between said additional
sign blade and said post to tightly secure said additional
side blade. )
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