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This invention relates to a support for a golf bag, which
is designed to be positioned around the bottom of a golf
bag and to support the golf bag in an erect position on the
ground. ‘

When a golf bag is placed flat on the ground, it is some-
what irritating for a golfer to try to find the desired
ciub and to remove it from the angle of other clubs in the
bag. - Further, this requires constant stooping to pull the
selected club from the bag each time. Also, on dewy
mornings, it is undesirable to have the bag and clubs in
contact with the moist ground. )

It is'an object of the invention to provide a simple de-

vice which is readily attachable to the bottom of a golf
bag and has means which can be easily inserted into the
. ground for holding the golf bag in an-upright position.

Other objects and advantages will appear hereinafter.
- The device of the invention, according to one embodi-
ment, is in the form of a split band formed of a flexible
material, preferably steel or other suitable metal, the end
portions of the band having adjustable fastening means
for attaching such end portions to provide a selected band
circumference. The band carries a plurality of inwardly
bent preferably adjustable clips which are positioned
around the upper circumference of the band and adapted
to be clipped over the bead which is normally found on a
golf bag near the lower portion thereof, to thus attach
the support to the golf bag. A brace spans the band to
support the bottom of the golf bag, such brace, for exam-
ple, comprising a pair of sleeves extending diametrically
across the band, the sleeves each being conrected to dia-
metrically opposite sides of the band and in alignment
with each other.. The adjacent inner ends of such sleeves
are spaced from each other to permit longitudinal motion
of the sleeves toward and away from each other as the
band is adjusted by flexing to fit a particular golf bag, as
will be described more fully hereinafter.

A bar is provided which, according to a preferred em-
bodiment, is slidably received within the above noted
sleeves, the outer end of the bar normaily extending ex-
teriorly of the bar. ‘The bar is provided wth an aperture
in the outer end thereof to receive a spike which is mount-
ed on the exterior of the band for axial movement of the
spike through the aperture of the bar, a gnide member
being mounted on the band for guiding axial motion of
the spike in a direction normal to the plane of the bar.
A plurality of axially positioned spaced grooves are pro-
vided on the outer surface of the spike, and a spring Iatch
or detent is mounted on the band and adapted to be re-
ceived in the respective grooves in the spike to maintain
the spike fixed in a selected axial position.

The invention will be more clearly nnderstood by refer-
ence to the description below of a preferred embodiment,
takéen in connection  with the accompanying drawing
wherein:

FIG. 1 shows the invention device mounted on the bot-
tom of a- golf bag;

FIG. 2 is a plan view of the invention device;

FIG. 3 is a vertical section taken on line 3—3 of
FIG. 2;

FIG. 4 is a section taken on line 4—4 of FIG. 3;

FIG. 5 is a view taken on line 5—5 of FIG. 2;

FIG. 6 is a section taken on line 6—6 of FIG. 2;
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FIG. 7 is a front elevational detail showing the spike,
the mounting therefor, and the spring latch;

FIG. 8 is a detail taken on line 8—8 of FIG. 7;

FIG. 9 is a modification of the spike and spring detent
employed in cooperation therewith; and

FIG. 10 is a view taken on line 10—10 of FIG. 9.

Referring to the drawing, FIG. 1 illustrates a golf stand
or support 12 mounted on a conventional type golf bag
14, for upporting such golf bag in upright vertical posi-
tion on the ground 15. )

Referring particularly to FIGS. 2 to 6, numeral 16

designates a band of generally elliptical shape adapted to
be positioned around the bottom portion of a golf bag
which is generally of elliptical cross section. Band 16 is
split and is preferably formed of a metal which has suffi-
cient flexibility to permit the band to be placed snugly ..
around the bottom of the bag and the end portions of the
band adjusted and attached to fixedly secure the band
around the golf bag. For this purpose, one end of band
16 carries an integral flange 18 and the adjacent end por-
tion of the band carries a flange 26 having an angle mem-
ber 22 which fits against the outside of the band and is
held thereagainst by crimping the upper and lower edges
26 of member 22 around the upper and lower edges of thé
band. The band 16 carries a plurality of arcuately spaced
holes 28 adapted to receive a bolt and nut fastener 29 car-
ried by member 22, to position flange 2¢ at various se-
lected positions around a portion of the band for purposes
of adjusting the circumference of the band to fit & particu-
lar golf bag. Aligned lower apertures 31 and aligned up-
per apertures 33 are provided in flanges 18 and 29 to re-
ceive a pair of bolt and nut fasteners, one of which is in-
dicated at 39, for attaching the end portions of the band
securely in any selected position.
- Spanning the lower edge of the band 16 is a split brace,
designated 32 and formed of a pair of aligned sleeves 34
and 36 which are spaced apart at their inner ends 35 and
37 to permit diametrical adjustment of the band. 16
about a particular bag. The sleeves 34 and 36 are in &
plane paralle]l to the plane of the band 16. Sleeve 34 is
connected to the interior surface of band 16 by means of
an upwardly extending end portion.38 connected to the
band by means of a bolt and nut fastener indicated af 40,
and the other sleeve 36 is connected to the interior of the
diametrically opposite side of the band by means of an
upwardly extending bent portion 42 which is attached to
the band by an suitable means such as by welding.  Re-
ceived for slidable movement within sleeves 34 and 36 is
a flat bar 44, the outer end 46 of which is provided with a
circular aperture 48.

Vertically mounted on the surface of band 16 is a
guide member 5@ of generally circular cross section,
which receives for guided slidable movement therein a
spike 52 which passes through the aperture 48 of the bar
44, and which is adapted to be displaced axially in a
plane normal to the plane of bar 44, as most clearly seen
in FIG. 3. Spike 52 has a plurality, shown as three in
number in FIG. 3, of axially spaced grooves 56 each of
which extends entirely around the circumference of the
spike. A spring 58 is fastened at 60 to the outer sur-
face of band 16 adjacent bar 44, the spring having a
looped semicircular intermediate portion 66’ which is
adapted to be received within the respective grooves 56
of the spike 52.

It will be readily seen from FIGS. 7 and 8 that wheri
the looped portion 66" of spring 58 is received within
one of the grooves 56 of the spike, the spike will be rhain-
tained in a fixed axial position. - The spike can be moved
to another axial position by pulling the end of spring 58
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out of the groove 56 in which it is positioned, and permit-
ting axial movement of the spike 52 to a different axial
position until the looped semicircular portion 6% of
spring 58 snaps into another groove 56 at the selected
axial position of the spike.

The band 16 carries a plurality, shown as three in
number in FIG. 2, of clips 62 each having at its upper
cnd an inwardly bent tongue 64, each of the clips being
connected to the band by means of a bolt and nut fastener
68. It will be seen in FIG. 3 that each of the clips 62 is
provided with a pluraiity of vertically spaced heles 66
to permit adjustment of the height of the clips 62 by
placing the fastener 68 in any one of the selected holes
66 and an aligned hole 6% in the band.

The above described device is positioned on a golf bag
and operated in the following manner. The band 16 is
placed around the bottom of the golf bag 14 and the
brace 32 pushed up against the bottom of the bag. The
clips 62 are then adjusted vertically so that the inwardly
bent upper portion, or tongues 64 thereof are positioned
to rest on the upper edge 79 of the bead 72 normally
positioned around the lower end portion of the goif bag,
as best seen in FIG. 4. The end portions of the band
16 are then drawn tightly around the golf bag and fast-
ened tightly together by means of the bolt and nut fast-
eners 39. The split brace 32 permits diametrical adjust-
ment of the band 16 on the golf bag while the bar 44 is
slidable within the sleeves 34 and 36 forming the brace,
but is maintained in fixed position with respect to the
spike 52 due to passage of the spike through the bar.
The axial position of spike 52 is then adjusted to provide
the desired length 52’ of spike 52 which depends below
the band 16, as shown in FIG. 3, by manipulation of the
cooperating spring detent 58 into the desired groove 56
in the spike, in the manner described above. The length
of depending spike 52" desired will depend on the hard-
ness or softness of the ground on which the bag is to be
supported.

The golfer’s foot is then forced down on the outer end
portion 46 of the bar 44 to drive the spike point 54 into
the ground and to sink the lower portion 52’ of spike 52
into the ground to a depth approximately up to the
bottom edge of the band 16 so that the bottom edge of
the band and the brace 32 supporting the golf bag, are
substantially in contact with the ground. It will be seen
that the maintenance of the long inner portion of bar 44
within sleeves 34 and 36 of the brace 32, aids in prevent-
ing bending of the bar when the foot is forced down onto
the short outer portion 46 of the bar. The golf bag is
now supported in upright position within the band 18,
and on the brace 36 and on the bar 44, and the bag is
thus prevented from toppling over due to the positive
attachment of the band to the spike and the fixing of
the spike in the ground. With the bag in this position
as seen in FIG, 1, any club in the bag is easily seen and
removed from the top of the bag without any stooping
or bending by the golfer., When it is desired to move
the bag after a shot is made, the bag simply can be pulled
upwardly to remove the spike from the ground and
carried to the next location, where the above described
operation may be repeated for positioning the bag with
the invention device attached thereto, in upright position
on the ground.

In FIGS. 2 and 10 is shown a modified form of the
spike and spring latch or detent mechanism. Spike 72’
has a plurality of axially spaced notches 74 similar to the
grooves 56 in spike 52, except that such notches are
formed in only a small arcuate portion of the periphery
of the spike as seen in FIG. 16. A substantially straight
spring 78 is connected at 8¢ to the band 16, the cuter end
portion of spring 78 being adapted to be received within
one of the respective notches 74 of the spike 72° to lock
the spike in a fixed axial position, when the spike is
rotated by means of the handle 76 to the proper angular
position, as indicated in full lines in FIG. 10. When the
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spike 72’ is rotated to a position at which spring 78
rotates out of said notch and onto the outer circumfer-
ential portion of spike 72’, that is to the dotted line posi-
tion of the spring shown in FIGS. 10, the spike 72’ can
slide axially while in contact with the spring and can be
moved axially through the aperture in bar 44 to a differ-
ent selected position at which the spike is again rotated
so that the spring 78 can be received in another notch
74 of the spike to maintain it in this new selected posi-
tion. By means of this embodiment, in addition to ma-
nipulating or adjusting the position of spike 76" by hand,
the handle 76 of spike 76’ can be rotated and used to
adjust, that is, to raise or lower, the length of the spike
in the ground, by means of the golfer’s foot only, with~
out removing the spike from the ground, and while the
goif bag remains in a stationary position on the ground.

It is accordingly seen that the simple device of the
invention has the advantages of permitting placement of
the golf clubs in plain view for easy selection and ready
accessibility, eliminating tiresome stooping and lifting of
a golf bag placed in horizontal position on the ground,
and keeping the clubs dry and protecting them from
scuffing and scratching.

While I have described particular embodiments of my
invention for purposes of illustration, it should be under-
stood that various modifications and adaptations thereof
may be made within the spirit of the invention as set
forth in the appended claims.

I claim:

1. A golf bag stand for supporting a golf bag having a
bead positioned circumferentially arcund the lower end
thereof, which comprises a split band, adjustable fast-
ening means for attaching the end portions of said band
for a selected band circumference, a brace spanning said
band to support the bottom of said golf bag, said brace
comprising a pair of sleeves extending diametrically
across said band, said sleeves each being connected to di-
amefrically opposite side of said band, said sleeves be-
ing in alignment with each other, the adjacent inner ends
of said sleeves being spaced from each other to permit
longitudinal motion of said sleeves toward and away
from each other, a bar having its inner end slidably re-
ceived within said sleeves, the outer end of said bar nor-
mally extending exteriorly of said band, said bar be-
ing disposed in a plane parallel to the plane of said band
and being apertured in the outer end thereof to receive
a spike, a spike received in the aperture of said bar and
mounted on the exterior of said band for axial movement
through said aperture, a guide member mounted on said
band for guiding axial motion of said spike in a direction
normal to the plane of said bar, a plurality of axially
positioned spaced grooves in the outer surface of said
spike, a spring detent mounted on said band and adapted
to be received in said respective grooves, and a plurality
of adjustable clips positioned around the upper circum-
ference of said band, said clips having an inwardly bent
portion at their upper ends and adapted to be positioned
on said bead of said golf bag.

2. A golf bag stand as defined in claim 1, said grooves
being notches formed in an arcuate portion of the periph-
ery of said spike, and including a handle mounted near
the upper end of said spike for rotation thereof.

3. A golf bag stand which comprises a split flexible
band, means for expanding and contracting said band,
a brace spanning said band to support the bottom of a
golf bag around which said band is adapted to be posi-
tioned, said brace being split to permit expansion and
contraction of said band, a bar connected to said band
and extending within said band and outwardly thereof in
a plane parallel to the plane of said band, said bar being
apertured to receive a spike, a spike mounted on the ex-
terior of said band for axial movement of said spike
through said aperture, a guide member mounted on said
band for guiding axial motion of said spike in a direc-
tion normal to the plane of said bar, and means for main-
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taining said spike fixed in a selected position, said last
mentioned means comprising a plurality of axially posi-
tioned spaced retaining members on the outer surface -of
said spike, and spring means supported by said band and
adapted to be received by said respective retaining mem-
bers for fixing said spike in a selected axial position, said
brace comprising a pair of sleeves extending diametrically
across said band, said sleeves each being connected to di-
ametrically opposite sides of said band, said sleeves be-
ing in alignment with each other, the adjacent inner ends
of said sleeves being spaced from each other to permit
Jongitudinal motion of said sleeves toward and away
from each other, said bar including an inner portion slid-
ably receive within said sleeves.
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