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This invention relates to baseball constructions adapted -15
" to.provide- batting practice, and to .games intended to"be’
~ played with such baseball constructions: o7l 2.7ns

One object of the invention is to. provide a: novel and
- improved baseball construction:adapted:ito-be used -for
. batting practice purposes, ‘whicli construction i§‘extremely 20°
. rugged, resistant to wear ‘and fough:use;: and capable of
having a long ‘and extenided;:useful life. ]

- Another object of the invention:is to provrde a novel :
and nnproved baseball -construction as above character-
_jzed, which is especially useful -and advantageous: ds-an- 25.
- aid to perfect the techmques of hlttmg, buntmg and catch—
1ng baseballs.

A further object of the mventlon is’ to provrde an im-
proved batting practice ball structuie. in:accordance with
~the foregoing, which may’ be readr]y used not only out- 30
- side or outdoors, but also 1ndoors in restnoted or lumted
~spaces.

A still further object of the invention. is to prov1de an
“improved practice ball constiuction : for- batting;  bunting
-and: catching ‘practice, which is especially adaptable for 35
use with-a tightly strung honzontal hne such as a wash-
lme or the like.. :

- A still. further object ¢ of the mventxon is to prov1de ‘an

- .. ~improved practice ball construcnon whichis: characterized -

-by extreme simiplicity. ‘and compactness, w1th relatrvely 40
“few components:
AT ‘feature- of the mventwn resrdes in the provrsron of

:an improved’ practlce ball construction which utilizes® rela- :
“rtively inexpensive matenals and which may be:economi-
- cally fabricated ‘and’ produced: 'while-still: retammg all of 45
the ‘above pronertres amnid- advantages e

*-Another - féature .0f-the’ invention ‘resides: 1n :-the pro‘
" vision' of ‘a-novel’ practice. ‘ball::¢onstruétion ‘wherein:
_major ‘portion. of the ‘ball.and dlso. a_suspension: ‘means -
+therefor, including ‘the -outside ‘or: wrapper structure,is 50;
- constituted of flexible cord or line, as for. example cotton
~-washline, nylon line and the like. :

A still' further “feature of ‘thé-invention: re81des in the
- provision of a novel ‘practice ball constriiction” formed -*
‘largely of washline orthe -like, wherein the said line 55

or cord is arranged and organized -in a‘novel :manner, Lo
he second series of turns, -and’ is ‘made to underhe ‘the

‘with interrelated and locking portions, so as to provide:a’
sturdy and ruvged construction’ not’ hkely to’ come-apart -~
and one which is charactetized by great simplicity.

‘A’ still further ‘and-jmportant ‘object of the invention 60
is'to’ prov1de an:improved. practice ball construction: with .
suspensmn ‘means wherein:-the’ said- -suspension” means.
is securely attached’ tothe ball:agairst’ separatlon ‘while?
ostill™ mamtaunng *desirable: s1mphc1ty‘ in '-th' structure
- ‘With'a miinimum “of components

Other features and advantages W1 heremafter appear

In the accompanylng drawings;  similar characters of
reference .are usedto des1gnate like: components through-:-
out the several vrews, ‘in “‘which? -
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- Figure-1"is.a side” *élevational-view. of the 1mproved 70

: battmg practlce ‘ball construction as-provided: by: the»mven-
’tlon, mcludmg the suspens1on means for the ball

i F1g 2 is'a sectlonal v1ew of th ,ball constructlon taken B
"- on the line:2—2 of Fig..1. " '

-Fig.-3 is a diagram show1ng the practlce ball rrled,
by a long cord or line such as: a:washline, for playmg

5§ a batting game, hereinafter termed-a “monkey” game:!:

"Fig. 4 is a diagram similar to Fig. 3, but showing; the
practice ball and suspension as confined to a, smaller aréa. :
Referring first to Figs. 1 and 2, there is shown my

" novel batting practice ball construction which-is. consti-

tuted essentlally of two basic components, a core member .
and a wrapping disposed-about the core member. The
core ‘member, indicated by the numeral 10, is preferably
of flexibleand resilient-material such as sponge rubber-
or ‘similar substance’ which may be readily compressed
and deformed and has the ability or property to return-to

Cits onglnal shape. .The core member 10 is also preferably

made in the shape of a ball or ‘sphere, _although an exact»

- shape of this nature-is not essential.

~For the purposes .of the .invention I have found that
when the core member 10-is constituted of sponge rubber

: havmg a diameter on the order ‘of 2 inches the resultant
- size- and characteristics of the practice ball -are generally -
all that would be desired, for the purpose.of using the

practice ball for hitting, buntmg and catchlng practlce,
both ‘indoors and ‘cutdoors. =

By the present invention the wrappmg wh1ch is: pIaced
-about the core member 10 is constituted of heavy cord or
line; preferably on.the order of %-inch in diameter,: and
I have found that sash cord or washline cord. of such diam-
éter serves the purpose admirably. The wrapping about
thé ¢ore member 10 is constituted in a novel manner, in
accordarce with the invention, preferably by using but a
single long piece of cord and wrapping or encircling the .
core. member with a plurality of groups of- convolutions
or turns in such a manner that an interlocking of the con- -

volutions is effected, thereby to securely hold ‘all of the
- -.convolutions .in ‘place. about the core member regardless
. -of rough usage .and the llke : .
- In‘forming the wrapping,- referrmg to Flgs 1 and 2,1
m1t1a11y provide about the.core member 10 & first series of_ B
© -turns, indicatéd by the mumeral 12, the said turns being
8 :,drsposed side ‘by-side and wrapped: tightly-about the core-"
_; member to form in effect an-annular wrapping thereabout.. "
" Upon completron -of “the. first series of ‘turns- the  same -
.cord  preferably is’ used ‘to- provide a.second “series” of
.+tirns, also: disposed: side by -side:but .this’ time at right
‘angles toand overlymg the first series: of ‘turns.- .
second series of turns is-designated ‘by:-the numeral 14'in -~

- 'The

the’ figures: ‘Upon: completlon of 'the ‘'sécond series . of
“turns I-then utilize the:’ rémaining cord.to" ‘form “a third -

_series of turns which ‘is now disposed-at:right angles ‘to
* ‘both. the first and second series.of turns.

“All of the said
“.series .of turns.are constituted of complete convolutlons
ofithe cord or rope, dlsposed tightly agamst one another
Jin_side-by-sidé. relation. -

= The-third -and final -series of turns: is’ made to overhe

“first series ‘of turns, and in- accomphshlng thlS latter any

“- suitable tool, threading device or needle may-be ttilized,

to pull the cord under the first series of turns and: between

‘the 'same and core member 10. . This" constructxon is -
'~clear1y illustrated -in :the figures, - and ‘the’ third" seriesof -
turns-is- 1nd1cated by-the numeral 16. " By so arrangmg R
-the three series ‘of turns-all at right angles to ‘each. other .
- with the third series: overlying the second and underlymg PR
the first; ‘there is aninterlocking of the -series- in such‘a - -
- manner that the turns will not become loose -and- will not- -~ -
- be inadvertently uidone from the core member 19.:-This -
-is-because the turns initially are espec1a11y tightly wrapped Tl
:around- the core, and-because there is a frictional’ reten— S
+:~tion of the third-series:of. turns by the first serles,'»t nd. - e
3 also a frlctlonal retennon of the second senes by-th '
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- third series. In -a like manner-there is 4 frictional .reten~. .
tion of the first series by the second series, since a com- .

pletely interlocking organization is effected by so winding
the ‘turns in the aforesaid manner.

Upon completion of the three séries of turns it Wlll be

found that the two ends of the cord-or rope will come .out
At different locations from the wrapper, and that the turns
directly connected to the sdid ends will be sécurely fric-
“tionally retained in place by the ovérlapping arrangéments
of the various ‘turns.

In accordance with the invention I utilize the said ends
-of the cord or rope to constitute a reliable suspension
means for the ball. As seen in Fig. 1, a long end 18 of the
rope, leading from the last turn of ‘the third series 16 may
‘be.-secured to a split chain link 20 as by means of a suit-
able knot 22 in a manner well understood: The remain-
ing short end 24 of the rope, coming from the first turn
of the first seriés 12, may then be secured to the long end
18 in any suitable way, as ‘for example by means of
groups of fine cord lashings or wrappings, or wrappings
of strong adhesive tape or the like. As shown in the
figures, wrappings of ‘adhesive tape are employed.

The above completes the construction of the ball and
‘the suspension means immediately associated therewith.

I have found that with a ball construction as above
set forth and characterized it is possible ‘to subject the
ball to severe use without the cord wrapping becoming
undone. - Therefore this type of ball construction lends
itself admirably to use as a practice ball, to perfect hitting
and bunting practice and also to perfect catching. tech-
nique both indoors and out of doors.. The ball may be
:suspended from any suitable support, and the user may
swing at the ball while it is at rest or he may make the
ball swmg back and forth, and strike at the ball while ‘it
is swinging.

I have found that a ball construction as above set forth,
while being extremely rugged, is soméwhat softer than a
regular baseball and consequently will not effect as serious
aAn injury if a person should be struck with it. Theé prac-
tice ball is essentially .quite light in weight and the cord
wrapping with the sponge rubber provides for a certain
amount of give or yieldability, which characteristics are
of considerable advantage in a practice ball. - Moreover,
‘because of the secure anchorage of the end ropes 18 and
24, the ball cannot part from the siispension mieans and
is accordingly at all times securely -anchored. . This is.an
important feature of the invention, since it minimizes the
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likelihood of damage or ‘injury which mlght occur if the .

ball should become loose from its ‘moorings: after bemg
struck a solid blow.

Even if the wrapping 16 would for some reason or other

become loose, -the ball would still not be released from.

" the suspension, inasmuch as it is securely anchored at all
times by the long end 18 which is integral with the entire
wrapping about the sponge ruibber core member 10. Such
construction constitutes an important feature of the pres-
ent invention.

In addition to the above advantages, the practice ball
has a certain amount of resilience by which it will re-
bound with appreciable force when struck a stout blow by
a bat. - This is of importance since it p10v1des a degree of
personal satisfaction when ‘the ball is struck a square
blow by the user.

The nature and characteristics of the sash or washcord
are such that they resist'wear and abrasion to a consider-
able-extent. Usually such cord or rope is.impregnated
or permeated with a wear-resistant substance, such as wax
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or the like, to make it weather resistant, and- such sub--

stance may act as a lubricant -and-prevent tearing or rup-
turing-of individual fibers which make up the wrapping.
In consequence, the wrdpping constitutsd. of the inter-
woven turns of rope has great durability, and. the entire
practice ball has been found. to havé:a long, useful life: .
Various interesting games may be played with a prac-

tice ball as above constricted; . For example, as shown

in Fig. 3, a horizontal line 30 such as a washline or the
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like, may be strung.between two sturdy. supports,.and the
ball may be suspended from the washline by means-of the
split chain link 2¢. A pair of stops 32 may be located on
the washline 39, to restrict the movement of the ball and
suspénsion means along the line. These stops, for exam-
ple, may be advantdageously constituted of split rubber
stoppers, and such stoppers may be taped to the washline
for security -to prevent their shifting. Two players may
eiigage in a game ‘with the -above organization. ~One
player may stand under each of the stoppers 32, and the :
ball may be impelled along the washline 39 by one player
toward the -other. When the ball reaches the other player
he may swing at it. If he effects a solid blow with the
bat this will be counted as a point for him. If he should
miss the ball it would be counted as a point against him.
If the impelled ball does not approach the player within a
fair zone suitable for batting, he may decline to swing
at it; and accordingly it would be counted as a point for
him or against the other player. If he should swing ‘at
such a poorly placed ball, and not strike it, it would be
counted a point-against him or for the player who has
impelled the ball: T have termed the above game @
“monkey” . game since :the ball in traveling between -the
two -contestarits may be likened somewhat to the actions
of a monkey or.similar:creature.

Another game, which I term a “rotation” game, is illus-
trated in Fig. 4. This game may be played by one player;
and other players may take turns after the first player
has completed a certain amount of practice. In the ro-
tation game the stoppers 32 which are located on the
clothesline are placed close together, thereby restricting
the travel of the ball greatly. The player stands adjacent
the ball, and either swings at it while the ball is at rest, or
else pushes the ball to start it swinging and then strikes
at it with the bat as the ball swings back toward him, or
away from him.

It should be noted that in both of the described gamés
thie player can pitch to himself, so to speak, by placing the
ball in :motion before swinging with the bat, and this is
an important feature of the games. In so.placing the ball
in ‘motion, he may hold it approximately at ear height

- and then'allow itto swing over the plate. Upon the ball’s

return:the player then strikes at it-with the bat. - The ball
may be also made to swing back toward the playerin a
position’known in baseball as the “outside corner.” When
balls are in such position they. are more difficult ‘to -hit,

~and accordingly by so manipulating the ball the player

may secure excellent batting practice.
Preferably -the height of the ball when it is suspended
from the clothes line should be such as to locate it at the

. midwaist, for best efficiency.

In connection with the monkey game above illustrated
in Fig. 3, homeplates may be located below the stoppers
32 and ‘when a ball which has been impelled crosses the
plate without being struck it may be scored as a run for
the player 'who has impelled the ball. Various other rules.
‘may be readily conceived and put into use.

It will now be understood that by the foregoing I have
provided a rugged and. simplified batting practice ball
construction which s constituted of relatively few com-
ponents, which is safe in use, and which will withstand
severe usage without appreciable deterioration.. The prac-
tice ball is so constituted that it will be securely held by
its mooring, thereby minimizing to the greatest possible
extent the likelihood of a struck ball going out of bounds

“'or doing possible damage or m]ury

Variations and modifications. may be made within the -
scope -of the claims, and.portions of the improvement

may beused without others

¥ claim:

1. A ‘batting practlce ball ‘comprising a core mem-
ber; and a wrapping disposed about-said core member,
comprising heavy cord -arranged in a first series of turns

disposed side by side and wrapped tighfly about the core

member,.a second series: of turns disposed side: by side
at. right angles to and overlying the first series of turns,
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rand a>third $eries. of . turns drsposed Slde by slde at’ nght__'_ :

angles to;:both the first and second

(underlymg -'the sard first series,.
connect the said first and second series.

. and a one-piece wrapping disposed about said core mem- -
ber, comprising a piece of heavy: cord: arranged:in a ﬁrst;‘: R
_series of turns disposed side by:side and- wrapped tightly -

2. A batting practlce ball- comprising 'a core mem- :

‘ber; and a one-prece wrappmg drsposed about.said core

‘member, comprrsmg a piece-of heavy cord: arranged in
a first series of turns disposed side by side and wrapped

_tightly about the core member; a second series of turns
drsposed side by side at right angles to and overlying the .

first series of turns, and a third series: of turns disposéd ™

side by side at right angles to both the first and second

series of turns, said third series of ‘turns overlying-the .

said second series and .underlying the-said. first series;

15

thereby to interlockingly connect the said first and second o

series.
3.A battmg practice ball comprising-a core member,

and a wrapping disposed.about said core member, com-

prising heavy cord arranged in a first series of turns dis-
posed side by side and wrapped tightly -about the core
member, a second series of turns-disposed side by side
at right angles to and overlying the first series of turns,
and a third series of turns disposed side- by side at right

angles to both the first and second series of turns, said

third series of turns overlymg the said second series and

underlying the said first seties, thereby to mterlockmgly )

connect the said first anid second series, said first, second,
and third series of turns each having on the order of
six complete -turns and said cord having a dlameter on
the order of one quarter inch.

4. A battmg practice ball comprising a core- member,

and a wrapping disposed about said core member, com-.

‘prising heavy cord arranged in a first series of turns. dis-
posed side by side and wrapped tightly about the core
member, a second series of turns disposed. side by side
at right angles to and overlying the first series of turns,
and a third series of turns disposéd side by side at right
angles to both the first and second series of turns; said
third series of turns overlying the said second series and

underlying the- said first serles,'thereby to interlockingly .

-}tx s havingg
~series of : turns, -said -
of turns overlymg the said. second series and -
ereby to mterlockmgly :

e
apprecrable Tength W

7oA battmg practree'ball .compri

_-about the core member,a second series of turns disposed -
“side” by side at- right -angles -to- and overlymg the first -
series ‘of turns, and a third-series of turns disposed side

by. side at right angles’ to both the first and second series-

" of turns, said third series of turns overlyrng the said

second series and underlying the said first series, thereby‘
to interlockingly connect the said first and second series,

“the first turn of the first series and the last turn of the

last series being brought out as two separate ends of the.
cord “which constitutes the said wrapping; ‘said end por-

"tions being fastened together adjacent the ball and at least

20
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. one of said ‘end portions having appreciable length where-
by it constitutes a suspension means for the ball.

8. A-batting practice ball comprising-a core member;
and a wrapping disposed about said core member, com-
prising heavy cord arranged in a first series of turns dis-
posed. side by side and wrapped tightly about the core

‘member, a second -series of turns disposed side by side

at right angles to-and overlying the: first series of turms,
and a third series of turns-disposed side by side at right-
angles to both the first and second series of turns, said

-third series of turns overlymg the said second. series-and

underlying the -said first series, thereby to interlockingly -

‘connect the said first and second series, said core member

being constituted of resilient sponge rubber.
9. A battlng practlce ball comprising a core member;

“anda one—prece wrapping disposed about said core mem--
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ber, comprising a-piece of heavy:cord arrangedin a first. - ’
series of turns disposed side by side and wrapped tightly - -
--about the core member, a second series of furns dlsposed

side by side at right angles to and overlying the first series
of turns, and a third series of turns disposed'side by side:
at right angles to both the first and.second series.of turns, -
said third series of turns overlymg the said second series-

~ and underlying the -said. first series,. thereby o interlock-

connect the said. first and second: series; said.core mem-. . .

ber having a diameter -on. the- order’ of -two mches ‘and. -
said cord havmg a dlameter on the order of one quarter_,
457
“tened together adjacent the: ball and ‘at‘least one of said:

-inch.

5. A batung practrce ball comprrsmg ‘a core member,*‘: :

and ‘a wrapping disposed about. said" core member, com-

prising heavy cord arranged in-a first series of turns dis- - -

posed side by side and wrapped-tightly about the core
50

mefnber, a second series of- turns- disposed ‘side- by side

-at right angles' to and overlying the first series of -turns, -
trons are fastened-to each other.

. anda third series of turns disposed side by ‘side at right'
-angles to both the first and second series of turns, said -

third series of turns overlymg the said second. series and
underlying the said first series, thereby to mterlockmgly

connect the said first and-second series, the first turn of-.

55

the second series being. integrally connected with the last”

turn of the first series, and the first turn of the third
series berng integrally connected with ‘the last turn of the
second series. -

" at right angles to and overlyrng the first series of turns,
and a third series of turns.disposed side by side .at right
‘angles to both the first 'and 'second . series of turns, said

. third series of turns.overlying the ‘said second series and

60."
" 6. A batting practrce ball comprrsmg ar core member, -
and a wrapping disposed about said core member, com-. -
prising heavy cord arranged in a first series-of tutns dis-..
posed side by side and.wrapped- tightly’ about. the ‘core- .
member, a second series .of turns- disposed side by’ side”

65

‘of separate . fine ‘tape lashings - securing togethe -
end portions; which are brought out from. the:ball, said

- ingly connect the said first. and second seties, the first turn - - o
- of the first series-and the last turn of ‘the last series being =~
‘brought ‘out as'two separate ends of the cord which con-~ ~

stitutes :the said wrapping;. said end: portions: bemg fas-.

_end portlons havmg apprec1able length whereby! it ‘cons

titiites a’ suspension- means. for the ‘ball;-and; a plurality

tape lashings constituting the means by which the end poro L

10. A battmg practice ball comprlsmg a core member'

‘anda wrapping disposed -about said core member, com-
:prising- heavy cord arranged in.a first series of turns dis-

posed -side by side and wrapped -tightly -about- the core

“member, a second series of turns drsposed side by side at . *:
right angles to and overlying the first series of turns, and a

third series-of turns disposed side. by side at right angles
to.both the first.and second series of turns, said third series
of turns overlying the said second series and underlying

-~ the said first series, thereby -to interlbckingly connect the ~
said first and second series; line ' means comprising a length
~-of line adapted to be strung horizontally -above the ground;

suspension-means attached- to the said wrapping;- and a -

- loop secured to said-suspension’ means and adapted toen-

circle the said line ' whereby the ball and suspensron means.

-may be slid along the lrne when the latter is. strung above

uthe ground.

70,

underlying the said first series, thereby ‘to.interlockingly -

. connect the said first and second. series, the first turn of

- 11.. The mventlon ‘as deﬁned in clarm 10 in Whrch there

is a pair of stops carried by the said line on opposite sides .-

“‘of the said-loop, said stops- being spaced closely together:

the first series and the last turn of  the third ‘series being -~

“brought out as two end portlons ‘of the cord which con:
- atxtutes the” sard wrappmg, at least one. of saxd end por-

-to limit the amount of slxdmg movement of the loop toa .
- short distance, . .

75»‘

12. The invention as deﬁned in claxm 10,in whrch there' e

e said |
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