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My invention relates to.golf clubs and more
particularly to a putter.
One of the objects of my invention is to provide
3 golf club having a head and a shaft of any
5 suitable type, said shaft being connected to a
hand-hold member, the shaft and the hand-hold
member being connected so as to permit rela-
tive - movement between the same.
Anocther object of my:invention is to provide
10 a golf club having a hand-hold portion connected
to the shaft of the club as above stated and to
which the .shaft is connected so that the shaft
can turn like g pendulum relative to said hand-
hold portion to strike the ball with the striking
18 face of the head, while said hand-hold portion
is held stationary. : :
Another object of the invention is to provide
a. golf- club having a hand-held portion connect-
ed to its shaft so as to permit relative movement
20 hetween the same, said hand-hold portion being
of sufficient length to enable it to be gripped
conveniently by the one hand of the player, such
as the left hand, so that one hand of the player
can be kept stationary or substantially station-
o5 ary while the other hand of the player turns the
shaft of the club in a true pendulum  striking
movement, relative to the stationary hand-~hold
portion. : ]
Other objects of my invention will be set forth
39 in the following description and drawing which
illustrate a preferred embediment thereof, it be-
ing understood that.the above statement of the
objects of ‘my invention is intended generally to
explain the same without limiting it in any
manner.

Tig. 1 is a front elevation of an improved
putter, which is made according to the invention.
The ‘full-line position:of the club indicates the
completion of the swinging movement. The
broken-line . positions respectively illustrate .the
start of the swing, and the position of the club
when it first contacts with the ball.

Fig. 2 is a front elevation of the upper part of

the shaft, partially in vertical section.
45  Fig. 3 is a side elevation showing the inclina-
tion between the shaft of the club and the hand-
hold, when the hand-held. is held so that the
shaft and the head of the club depend freely
from the hand-hold. This figure shows that the
connection between the shaft of the club and the
member which is connected to the top of the
shaft, is more easily bendable than said shaft.

Tt has been well known for many years that
in certain types of golf strokes, it is desirable to
swing the shaft of a club like a'pendulum in a
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direction perpendicular to the striking face of
the head of the club, so that the head of the
club swings during the stroke through a true arc,
without being deflected from this arc and with-
out any twisting or turning movement of the
shaft about its axis.

Golf clubs have hitherto been made with inte-
gral shafts which have only slight flexibility so
that when the stroke was made, the left hand
and the right hand of the player had to turn in
unison. For convenience, the club is described
as used by a right-handed player, although it
can be used by a left-handed player. Many
players have found it extremely difficult, in using
the standard putter, to swing the head of the
club through . a true arc, because the left hand
of the player hindered the desired swinging
movement.

In many cases the left hand of the player de-
flected the head from the desired arc of move-
ment, or else the left hand of the player caused
the shaft to turn more or less about its axis,
while the stroke was being made.

According to this invention, it is possible to
hold the left hand perfectly stationary, so that
the entire pendulum-like movement of the shaft
of the club is accomplished solely by the right
hand of the player.

The improved club has a head H and a shaft
{ - which may be of any suitable design, depend-
ing upon the type of club or the like. The club
is also provided with a top hand-hold which in-
cludes the member 6. While I have shown the
use of a hand-hold which is located above the
shaft, the invention is not to be limited to this
relation. In this embodiment, the member 6 fits
tightly within the upper part of a tube 4 which
can be made of any flexible or resilient material,
such as rubber, leather or the like.

The inner end of the plug 6 is preferably spaced
from the upper end of the shaft I, although this
spacing is not absolutely necessary, as long as
the shaft can move relative to the hand-hold.

The head T of the plug 6 preferably abuts the
end wall of the tube 4 and it may be held thereto
by a suitable adhesive or other securing means.

The shaft ! may be of any desired shape, but
its upper end-portion preferably includes a shaft-
portion 2 which is of greater width or diameter
than the adjacent upper and lower shaft-por-
tions 3 and 3a. The shaft portion 3a fits snugly
in the tube 4 and said shaft-portion 3¢ may be
connected to the inner surface of the tube 4 by
means of any suitable adhesive. The connection
between the tube 4 and the shaft | preferably in-
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cludes cord or wire 5, which is wound in the usual
helical form.

The turns of the wire or cord 5, at the top and
bottom thereof, may have a very small pitch,
and the intermediate turns may have a relatively
large pitch, as shown in Fig. 2.

The lower part of the outer wall of tube 4 may
have a tapered or conical shape, as shown in
Fig. 2.

The relatively wide or bulgy shaft-portion 2
causes the inner wall of the tube 4 to be spaced
slightly from the shaft-portion 32, so as to facili-
tate the desired relative movement between the
shaft and the hand-hold.

In addifion, as seen in Fig. 2, the diameter of
the upper shaft portion 3 may be slightly smaller
than that of the lower shaft-portion 3a or it may
be tapered so as to further insure the desired
relative movement whereby the bulgy shaft-por-
tion 2 could be eliminated. However, the bulge
is desirable as facilitating a firm grasp by the
right hand.

The tube 4 may be made of material which is
flexible or bendable, without having any sub-
stantial resilience. However, I prefer to make
the tube & of resilient rubber or the like, so that
the top portion of the tube 4, above the top of
the shaft (, is held yieldably by its resilience in
a predetermined position relative to- the shaft I.
A part of the tube 4 forms the outer wall of the
hand-hold, in this embodiment, and another part
of said tube 4 forms the connection between the
hand-hold and the shaft. In this predetermined
position, of the hand-hold, said hand-hold may
be aligned with the shaft {, or said hand-hold
portion may be inclined to the shaft . Said
hand-hold may be normally straight or curved
or have any shape.

"If the resilience of tube 4 causes the hand- hold
to be normally inclined to the shaft, the axis
of the shaft and the axis of the hand-hold are
preferably in a plane which is substantially par-
allel tc the striking face of the head H.

The length of the plug 6 is preferably sufficient
to accommodate the full grip of the left hand of
the player so that the left hand of the player
does not actuate the shaft of the club in its
pendulum movement. However, this may be
varied so as to suit individual players and the
invention is not restricted to any particular
dimensions or proportions of the parts. Hence,
whenever I refer to a hand-hold in the descrip-
tion or claims, I include a device which is sup-
plemental to the main shaft of the club and
which can be bent relative to said main shaft by
less force than is required to bend the main shaft
itself. Likewise the term “hand-hold” includes
a supplemental member whose length is sufficient,
to accommodate the grip of one or more fingers
of the hand of the player and the invention is
not restricted to a hand-hold of sufficient length
to take the grip of the full hand of the player.

In utilizing a putter made according to the

invention, the top hand-hold portion is held in .

the left hand while the shaft is free to turn like
a pendulum relative to said stationary hand-hold
portion. Ordinarily the hand-hold is held in-
clined to the shaft, while the siroke is being
made, although the hand-hold portion may then
be wholly or substantially alighed with the shaft
of the club.

The right hand of the player then imparts the
desired pendulum motion to the shaft of the
putier, so as to strike the ball B.

While I have shown one type of golf club in
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which the shaft of the club can be moved relative
to a hand-hold, the invention is broadly new and
it includes every type of connection between the
hand-hold and the shaft, and every type of hand-
hold and shaft,

The shaft has a universal movement relative
to the hand-hold. All types of connections for
securing said universal movement can be sub-
stituted for the connection between the hand-
hold and the shaft, without departing from the
invention. Said connecting means may be inte-
gral or non-integral with the hand-hold. The
connecting means may permit only a swinging
movement of the shaft relative to the hand-hold,
in a single plane, without departing from the in-
vention. The springy rubber which forms part
of the hand-hold and the connecting means be-
tween the hand-hold and the shaft, may be re-
placed by a springy or a resilient metal construc-
tion, including a helical metal spring. The plug
¢ may be omitted, and numerocus other changes
and modifications can be made, without depart-
ing from the invention.

I claim:—

1. A golf club having a shaft and a head,; and
a hand-hold connected to said shaft by connect-
ing means which are sufficiently flexible to permit
the shaft to swing freely and in a pendulum-like
movement relative to said hand-hold, and in a
direction perpendicular to the striking face of
said head, in making a stroke.

2. A golf club having a shaft and a head, and a
hand-hold connected to said shaft by connecting
means, which are sufficiently flexible to permit
the hand-hold to swing relative to said shaft in
all directions and also to.permit the shaft to have
a swinging pendulum-like movement relative to
said hand-hold, and in g direction perpendicular
to the striking face of said head.

3. A golf club having a shaft and a head, and
a hand-hold located above the top of the shaft
and connected to said shaft by connecting means,
which are sufficiently resilient to yieldably hold

" the shaft and the hand-hold in a normal prede-

termined relative position, and said connecting
means being sufficiently yieldable to permit one
hand of the player to move the shaft in g direc-
tion perpendicular to the striking face of said
head relative to the hand-hold in makmg a
stroke.

4. A golf club having a shaft and a head, and
a hand-hold located above the top of the shaft
and connected to said shaft by connecting means
which include a bendable hollow member in which
the upper end of the shaft is located, said con-
necting means being sufficiently bendable to per-
mit one hand of the player to freely swing the
shaft relative to the hand-hold and in a direc~
tion perpendicular to the striking face of said
head, in making a stroke.

5. A golf club comprising a shaft to which a
head is connected, a resilient hollow member
having the upper end of the shaft located there-
in and connected thereto, said member extending
sufficiently above the top of the shaft to pro-
vide a hand-hold independent of the shaft, said

-hollow member being sufficiently flexible to al-

low the shaft to swing freely relative to said hol-~
low member in a direction perpendicular to the
striking face of said head.

6. A golf club comprising a shaft and a head
and a member connected to the top-portion of
the shaft, said member extending sufficiently
above the top of the shaft to provide a hand-hold
independent of the shaft, said member being
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yieldable, so that the shaft can turn in a pendu-
lum-like movement relative to said member, in
a direction perpendicular to the striking face of
the head.

7. A golf club having a shaft to which a head
is connected, a hand-hold located above the top
of said shaft and connected to said shaft, and
bendable hollow flexible means connecting said
shaft and said hand-hold, said hand-hold includ-~
ing a rigid member which is supported by and
enclosed in said hollow means, said hollow means
being sufficiently flexible fo allow the shaft to
swing freely relative to the hand-hold in a di-
rection perpendicular to the striking face of the
head.

8. A golf club having a shaft to which a head
is connected, a hand-hold located above the top of
said shaft and flexible hollow means connecting
said shaft and said hand-hold, the diameter of
the upper end of said shaft being smaller than
the inside diameter of the adjacent part of said
hollow means, whereby said upper end of said
shaft is spaced from the adjacent part of the
inner wall of said hollow means, said hollow
means being sufficiently flexible to allow the shaft

3

to swing relative to the hand-hold in a direction
perpendicular to the striking face of the head.

9. A golf club having a shaft and head, and &
member connected to said shaft by connecting
means which are sufficiently flexible to permit &
free swinging movement of said shaft and head
relative to said member and in a direction per-
pendicular to the striking face of said head, in
making a stroke.

10. A golf club having a shait, a sleeve-like
member made of resilient rubber which is bend-
able in all directions, the upper end of said shaft
being located in said sleeve-like member, and
said sleeve-like member being connected to the
upper end of said shaft, and a hand-hold member
located in said sleeve-like member above the top
end of said shaft, the bottom end of said hand-
hold member being spaced from the top end of
gaid shaft, said hand-hold member being at-
tached to said sleeve-like member, said rubber
being sufficiently flexible to enable the shaft to
be turned freely relative to the hand-hold mem-
ber in making a stroke.

JOHN PIRIE.
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