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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 531,065, dated December 18, 1894. 

Application filed September 22, 1894, Serial No. 523,774. (No model.) 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, MAXRUBIN, of New 

York city, in the county and State of New 
York, have invented a new and useful Im 
provement in Writing-Tablets, of which the 
following is a full, clear, and exact descrip 
tion. w 

My invention relates to an improvement in 
writing tablets, portfolios and similar articles, 
and it has for its object to provide a means 
whereby a pad or table may be expeditiously 
and conveniently reversed while in hinged 
connection with the body of the tabletproper, 
the supports for the tablet being so con 
structed as to be entirely concealed when the 
tablet or table is in eitherits open or its closed 
position. a 
A further object of the invention is to pro 

vide a hinged connection between the tablet 
proper and the pad or table, which will be 
exceedingly simple, durable and economic, 
and capable of expeditious application to the 
framework of the tablet. 
The invention consists in the novel con 

struction and combination of the several 
parts, as will be hereinafter fully set forth, 
and pointed out in the claims. 
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Reference is to be had to the accompanying 
drawings, forming a part of this specification, 
in which similar figures and letters of refer 
ence indicate corresponding parts in all the 
views. 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a Writing 
tablet illustrating the padas in its closed po 
sition, in which position the pad serves as a 
cover only for the tablet proper. Fig. 2 is a 
view similar to Fig. 1, illustrating the pad 
reversed, or in position to be used for writing 
purposes. 
tablet with the table or pad broken away, 
showing the support therefor. Fig. 4 is a 
longitudinal section taken substantially on 
the line 4-4 of Fig. 3; and Fig. 5 is a trans 
verse section taken substantially on the line 
5-5 of Fig. 4. - 
In carrying out the invention the frame or 

body A of the tablet may be of any desired 
shape, and is made to comprise preferably a 
baseboard 10, side.boards 11 projecting up 
ward from the base, a front board 12 and a 
back board 13, and adjacent to the back 
board, within the body or frame, suitable 

compartments may be constructed, as for ex 
ample, a compartment 14 to accommodate an 
ink-stand, and a compartment 15, adapted to 
receive loose pens and other articles used in 

Fig. 3 is a plan view of the Writing 

writing. A large compartment 16 is located 
between the sides 11, the front board 12 and 
the partition 17 forming the forward wall of 
the pen and ink-stand compartments 14 and 
15. Within the large compartment 16 suit 
able pockets 18 are usually located to receive 
Writing paper, envelopes and pen-holders, for 
example, and as shown in Fig. 3, this large 
compartment is adapted to be closed or cov 
ered by a pad or table B, which may be of 
any desirable or suitable material, but said 
pad or table is preferably finished upon one 
side substantially in accordance with the fin 
ish of the frame proper, while upon its other 
side it is provided with means, for example, 
corner pockets 19, adapted to receive a blot 
ting pad 20, or the equivalent thereof. 
The main feature of this invention relates 

to the manner in which the table or pad is 
supported, and the manner in which the sup 
ports are concealed when the pad or table is 
in either its cover position or in the position 
to receive Writing paper, or in position for 
use as a support for Writing material. 
Ordinarily the side pieces 11 upon their in 

ner faces are cut away longitudinally, form 
ing thereby recesses 21, as shown in Fig. 3; 
and parallel with each side piece a strip or 
bar 22 is located, secured to the base of the 
body, or otherwise attached thereto, and the 
strips or bars 22 are of less height than the 
side pieces 11, being adapted as supports for 
the pad or table when in either of its two po 
sitions. 
A bearing 23 is secured to the rear or outer 

end of each of the bars or strips 22, as shown 
in Fig. 4, and in each bearing the crank ex 
tremity 24 of a substantially yoke hinge C is 
journaled, the bow portion 25 of the said yoke 
hinge being pivotally attached in any ap 
proved manner to one face of the pad or table 
B preferably at the center, and this bow por 
tion extends from side to side of the pad, as 
shown in Figs. 3 and 5. The leg members 26 
of the hinge extend from each end of the 
bow section at right angles thereto, and the 
crank extremities 23 of the hinge are formed 
at the rear or outer ends of the said leg mem 
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bers. 
by causing the material of which the hinge 
is made to be carried upward at a right angle 
from the leg members, and then horizontally 
preferably in direction of each other; and 
where the forward or inner ends of the leg 
members connect with the bow sections or 
members 25 of the hinge, the material of 
which the hinge is made is carried upward, 
forming a crank for the connecting portion 
26 thus produced, as shown in Fig. 2, being 
at right angles to both the leg members or 
Sections and the bow member or section. 
Under Such a construction it will be observed 
that when the pad or table is closed down 
upon the frame or body of the writing tablet, 
the leg members or sections of the hinge will 
have entered the recesses 21 in the side pieces, 
or the space intervening between the recessed 
portions of the side pieces and the support 
ing strips or bars 22, as shown in Fig. 4. 
Therefore the hinge is rendered invisible. 
The hinge is held within the said recesses 21, 
or the said spaces, by keepers 27, which may 
be of any approved construction. Prefer 
ably, however, the said keepers consist of 
studs which are entered into the inner faces 
of the sides 11 of the frame or body at or near 
the forward ends of their recessed portions 
21, the leg members of the hinge being sprung 
past the said studs. 

In operation, supposing the pad to be in the 
position shown in Fig. 1, in which it is em 
ployed simply as a cover for the large com 
partment 16, and it is desired to use the tab 
let for Writing purposes, the pad is lifted up 
at its front or inner end until the hinge is in 
substantially a vertical position, or a position 
at right angles to the body, whereupon the 
pad is turned upon the hinge, bringing what 
was its under face uppermost. The pad is 
then dropped downward once more to a bear 
ing upon the supporting strips or bars 22, as 
shown in Fig. 2, whereupon the under face 
of the pad, or that which is adapted to sup 
port the paper to be written upon, will be up 
permost; and in either of these two positions 
the hinge of the pad will be perfectly con 
cealed, and the change in position may be 
expeditiously and conveniently effected. 
Having thus described my invention, I 

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent 

1. The combination, with a case and a cover 
or pad therefor, of a double hinge connected 
With the cover or pad, at or near its center 
and likewise connected with the case at or 
near one end of the compartment to be cov 
ered, and a keeper adapted to hold the hinge 
in a closed position yet admit of release upon 
an upward movement of the hinge, substan 
tially as shown and described. 

2. The combination, with a case and a cover 
or pad for said case, of a double hinge con 
nected with the cover or pad at or near its 

The crank extremities 23 are formed center, and likewise connected with the case 
at or near one end of the compartment to be 
covered, the side members of the hinge being 
adapted to enter a recess between the cover 
and the body of the case when the cover is in 
horizontal position or substantially so, as and 
for the purpose specified. 

3. The combination, with the case of a writ 
ing tablet or equivalent article, the said case 
being provided with recesses in its side por. 
tions, and a cover or pad adapted to close a 
receptacle in the case, of a hinge comprising 
a bow section upon which the cover or pad is 
fulcrumed between its ends, and leg sections 
located at an angle to the bow section, each 
leg section terminating in a crank arm and 
having a crank connection with the bow sec 
tion, and means, Substantially as described, 
for pivoting the crank arms at the extremities 
of the hinge to the casing adjacent to the re 
cesses therein, whereby the cover may be re 
versed, and when closed the leg sections of 
the hinge will be concealed in the recesses in 
the casing, as and for the purpose specified. 

4. The combination, with the casing of a 
writing tablet, or like article, provided with 
recesses at opposite sides of a compartment 
contained in the casing, and a cover or pad 
adapted to close the said compartment, of a 
yoke-shaped hinge comprising a bow member 
pivotally connected with the cover or pad at 
or near its center, and leg sections located at 
opposite sides of the cover or pad, being con 
nected with the bow section by connecting 
rods located at substantially a right angle to 
both the bow and leg sections, each leg sec 
tion terminating at its extremity in a crank 
arm, and sockets located adjacent to the re 
cesses in the said case, in which the crank 
arms of the hinge are mounted to turn, as and 
for the purpose specified. 

5. The combination, with the casing of a 
writing tablet, or like article, provided with 
recesses at opposite sides of a compartment 
contained in the casing, and a cover or pad 
adapted to cover the said compartment, of a 
yoke-shaped hinge comprising a bow member 
pivotally connected with the cover or pad at 
or near its center, and leg sections located at 
opposite sides of the cover or pad, being con 
nected with the bow section by connecting 
rods located substantially at a right angle to 
both the bow and leg sections, each leg sec 
tion terminating at its extremity in a crank 
arm, Sockets located adjacent to the recesses 
in the said case in which the crank arms of 
the hinge are mounted to turn, and keepers 
adapted to hold the leg sections of the hinge 
concealed in the recesses of the case when 
the pad or cover is over the compartment 
therein, as and for the purpose set forth. 

MAX RUBIN. 
Witnesses: 

J. FRED. ACKER, 
C. SEDGWICK. 
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