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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 

ELIAS L. McCLURE, OF SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA. 
ACCOUNTING DEVICE. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 574,490, dated January 5, 1897. 
Application filed April 10, 1896, Serial No. 586,906, (No model.) 

To att/ lefon, it inctly concer'72: 
Beit known that I, ELIAS L. MICCLURE, a 

citizen of the United States, residing in the city 
and county of San Francisco, State of Cali 
fornia, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvements in Accounting Devices; and I 
hereby declare the following specification and 
the drawings therewith to be a complete de 
scription of my invention. 
My invention relates to keeping business 

accounts, and to the adjustment of balances 
to Some extent by mechanical means, and to 
a more complete and convenient method of 
such records. 
My improvements consist, essentially, in the 

construction, arrangement, and combination 
of parts and in numerous details and pecul 
iarities thereof, substantially as will be here 
inafter described and then more particularly 
pointed out in the claims. 
The objects of my invention are to dispense 

with entries other than the original and final 
and to comprehend in one operation the es 
Sential features of permanent records; also, 
to avoid the necessity for wide space later 
ally for cumulative entries, and to enable by 
transposition balances to be readily made up 
for each day by mechanically moving forward 
the balances of all accounts to a second col 
umn in conjunction with the names and list 
numbers of the accounts, so the usual exten 
sions are not required. 
A further object of my invention is to per 

mit entries to be made but once, direct to the 
individual accounts, and admit of a complete 
arrangement of accounts and names alpha 
betically in lists or indexes. . 

Referring to the drawings, Figure 1 is a 
broken plan or flat view of a form or page of 
accounts arranged according to my invention. 
Fig. 2 is a section on the line 22 through Fig. 
l. Fig. 3 is a transverse section on the line 
a; ac, Fig. 1. Fig. 4 is an enlarged section of 
one of the sheaths for holding the strips of 
paper on which entries are made. 
Similar letters of reference indicate corre 

Sponding parts throughout. 
The essential elements for carrying out my 

invention are a form or support A and a series 

of elements B, consisting of grooved or flanged 
strips of metal C, open on the top and con 
taining strips of ruled paper D, on which en 
tries are made. 
The unit or element strips (marked D) each 

represent one account, containing a cata 
logue-number in column I, the name of the 
account in column II, the balance in column 
III, and the date and number of the account 
in column IV. Column V and those in suc 
cession on the right are for daily entries. 
The names of the persons, firms, or accounts 

and the catalogue-numbers of the same are 
Written on Separate slips of paper and inserted 
in columns I and II and held by the flanges 
E, as seen in Fig. 1. 
In the unit-strips D the amounts constitut 

ing debit entries are written in red ink, (rep 
resented here by heavy Roman numerals;) 
credit entries in figures as commonly written. 
The unit - strips D are made of various 

depths or widths, as the number of daily en 
tries may require and as seen in Fig. 1. 
The metal sheaths C (shown in section at 

Fig. 3 and in enlarged view in Fig. 4) have 
inturned flanges or ledges E, that overlap 
and Secure the Strips of paper D, except from 
F to G in Fig. 2, where these ledges are cut 
away or omitted for purposes hereinafter ex 
plained. At the right these sheaths C are 
bent into a cylindrical form, as seen at I, Fig.2, 
to inclose a coil of the entry-slips D, and also 
are so formed as to engage the retaining-rod 
II, and at the other end are curved to fit over 
the retaining-rod II. These rods II II are 
Supported in the battens JJ, attached to the 
sides of the forms A, or in any other suitable 
manner, and so spaced that the sheaths C, 
when curved at the ends, will spring over 
these rods II and be held secure in their 
proper order, but removable at pleasure for 
the purpose of transposition or to insert new 
sheaths or accounts. It will be seen that these 
sheaths C are free to slide laterally on the 
face of the form A, permitting, as remarked, 
interchange and transposition to secure al 
phabetical arrangement of the names in col 
umn II. 
The slips D are cut from ruled sheets of 
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paper and coiled into compact form, as seen 
in Fig. 2, the end being extended through 
the sheath C to the point F in Fig. 1. 
The method of operating is as follows: 

Supposing entries to have been made in the 
name of A. R. Bickford in the first unit B, 
as seen in Fig. 1, covering a day or any other 
time, and the balances being Written in col 
umn VII, then the strip D in that unit is 
drawn forward, as seen in Fig. 2, until the 
balance is in column III, and the end M is 
clipped off at L., Fig. 2, to be pasted in a 
loose-leafledger, the balance only remaining 
in column III opposite the name in column II. 
The forms A can be made of any conven 

ient length and width, preferably two to two 
and a half feet long, and of Width to accommo 
date entries over some convenient period of 
time. The lateral width of the units B can 
be varied, as seen in Fig. 1, to accommo 
date the nature of the accounts on each, the 
sheaths C being made accordingly. The 
number of these forms A must depend upon 
the extent, or volume of the accounts dealt 
with, and when of considerable number can 
be piled in vertical tiers, incased in closets, or 
any accessible place. 
To permit the addition or removal of forms 

or their transposition, so as to maintain al 
phabetical arrangements, I preferably place 
the piles or tiers on a base or platform that 
can be raised or lowered and then provide 
detents to retain all the forms above a certain 
place or letter, to be held from descending 
while those below are lowered, and thus pro 
vide for inserting or removing the forms at almy 
point in the tier. As, however, these devices 
are intended to form the subject of a sepa 
rate application for Letters Patent, further 
description is not required here. In this main 
ner it will be seen that the business records 
of a firm Ol' bank are reduced to a complete 
system, a daily balance can be at once read 
off, all entries are made direct to the individ 
ual accounts, the accounts are all in alpha 
betical order, and a repetition of entries is 
avoided. 

Having thus explained the nature and ob 
jects of my invention, what I claim as new, and 
desire to secure by Letters Patent, is 

1. In an accounting device, the form A ar 
l'anged to receive a series of laterally-mov 
able units B, the latter consisting of strips of 
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ruled paper to receive entries and sheaths to 
hold the same, substantially in the manner 
and for the purposes specified. 

2. In an accounting device, laterally and 
longitudinally adjustable strips of ruled pa 
per, in the manner described, a metallic sheath 
to hold these strips of paper, adapted to fit 
upon a form A, and removable therefrom by 
means of parallel rods engaged by the sheaths 
C, for the purpose of adding or transposing 
the strips and the accounts thereon, in the 
manner substantially as described. 

3. In an accounting device, the form A and 
units B adapted to fit thereon, consisting of 
strips and their sheaths the latter curved at 
one end to form a chamber or recess to con 
tain a reserve coil of paper, in the manner 
substantially as described. 

4. In an accounting device, the form A pro 
vided with the retaining-rods II, the trans 
verse sheaths Cadapted to fit across the form, 
curved at their ends to spring over the rods 
II, so as to be movable laterally, and held in 
place by the elastic grip of the curved ends, 
in the manner substantially as described. 

5. In an accounting device, the form A pro 
vided with the transverse sheaths C and strips 
D therein, flat on the top and indented at the 
sides to receive the curved ends of the sheaths 
C, and parallel rods H extending through the 
indented recesses, in the manner and for the 
purposes substantially as described. 

6. In an accounting device, the combina 
tion of the flat form A, adjustable sheaths C, 
and movable strips of ruled paper D set in 
alinement with the names and number of ac 
counts in columns I and II, in the manner 
substantially and for the purposes specified. 

7. In an accounting device, the form A, lat 
erally movable and removable sheaths C con 
taining the longitudinal adjustable strips of 
paper D, and provided with overlapping 
flanges E that are cult away and omitted at 
one end of the sheath, so as to raise and cult 
off the contained strips of paper D, substan 
tially as described. 

In testimony whereof I have here unto af 
fixed my signature in the presence of two wit 
leSS0S. 

EIIAS L. MCCTURE, 
Witnesses: 

C. F. KARNs, 
W. T. GROVER, 
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