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To all typhoon, it ??? ??? ??/*?: 
Be it known that I, FLORENCE LOUISE 

AHERN, a citizen of the United States, resid 
ingin the city, county, and State of New York, 
have invented certain new and useful Im 
provements in Bicycle-Habits, of which the 
following is a specification, reference being 
had to the accompanying drawings, forming 
a part hereof. 
This invention relates to the construction 

of riding-habits for ladies, with especial ref 
erence to their adaptation for bicycle-riding, 
and the object in view is the production of a 
skirt or habit which shall not in any way be 
liable to interfere with the free movements 
of the wearer while riding or in mounting or 
dismounting and shall hang gracefully when 
the Wearer is standing or Walking, present 
ing as nearly as possible the appearance of 
an ordinary skirt. 
The improved habit is essentially a combi 

nation-garment, comprising both trousers and 
a divided skirt; and the invention consists in 
certain novel features of construction which 
contribute to the attainment of the improved 
result. 
The habit will be fully described hereinaf 

ter with reference to the accompanying draw 
ings, and the novel features will also be par 
ticularly pointed out. 
In the drawings, Figure i is a front eleva 

tion in perspective of the improved habit. 
Fig. 2 is a rear elevation in perspective of the 
same. Fig. 3 is a view corresponding to Fig. 
1, with the skirt partly opened to show certain 
features of construction. Figs. 4 and 5 are 
diagrammatic sections on the lines 4 4 and 
55, respectively, of Fig. 1. 
The several parts of the habit are secured 

to and supported by a common waistband A, 
which is adapted to be secured about the per 
son of the Wearer in the ordinary manner. 
To the Waistband are fastened the trousers 
or knickerbockers B B, which maybe con 
structed in any ordinary or Suitable manner, 
preferably being drawn closely below the knee 
by an elastic band inserted in a casing formed 
at the lower edge, this invention not being 
directly concerned with the particular con 
Struction thereof. 
The skirt of the habit is formed in two parts the leg-seam b of the corresponding leg of 

C C, which are entirely independent the one 
of the other, except so far as they are attached 
to the waistband A and to the trousers B B. 
Each portion C of the skirt is securely fas 
tened to the Waistband A. from the middle 
front point a to the middle rear point a', and 
both portions are secured together to the 
trousers at the seat-seama, or from the point 
Ca' to the point ai*. Below the point ai* each 
portion of the skirt is attached to the respec 
tive trousers-leg at the inside leg-seam b. In 
front each portion of the skirt is free at its 
edge from the point C to a point b" on the in 
ner leg-seam b at some distance below the 
point a, before referred to, and from the 
point b' each portion C is secured to the in 
ner leg-seam down to or near the lower end 
thereof. Each portion C of the skirt is folded 
on a line from the front middle point C at the 
top of the skirt to a front middle point at at 
the bottom edge of the skirt, and is likewise 
folded on a line from the rear middle point 
a' at the top of the skirt to the rear middle 
point a at the bottom of the skirt, and from 
the linea, a to the line a? a each portion C 
hangs like the half of an ordinary plain skirt, 
and in use, when the wearer is standing or 
walking, the front folds a a hang together in 
a manner to present Substantially the appear 
ance of an ordinary skirtin front and to con 
ceal the fact that the skirt is divided, as do 
likewise the rear folds a d. 
The front of each portion C of the skirt is 

plaited vertically before it is secured to the 
waistband, but such plaits, as represented at 
c, are wholly within the line a a on each 
side and are covered and concealed, when 
the wearer is standing or Walking, by the 
plain smooth exterior of the skirt. Likewise 
each portion C is formed at the rear with a 
series of plaits c', which are formed wholly 
between the line a' a' and the line a b and 
are covered and concealed by the plain 
smooth exterior of the skirt at the rear. 
The plaits c c and c' c' give the necessary 

fulness to each skirt portion to prevent in 
terference with the movements of the Wearer 
and also to enable the exterior to hang prop 
erly. The attachment of each skirt portion 
at both the front and rear edges thereof to 
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the trousers maintains each skirt portion in 
proper relative position with respect to the 
trousers-leg, while by reason of the vertical 
plaits c c and c' c' the movements of the 
wearer are permitted without throwing open 
the skirt at the front or lear in a manner to 
disclose the fact that it is divided. The fact 
that the front edges of the respective skirt 
portions are free from the trousers from the 
point a to the point b' permits the skirt to 
hang with the proper amount of fullness in 
front when the garment is in use, obviates 
an accumulation of several thicknesses of 
fabric at a point where it would cause incon 
venience to the wearer, and permits the skirt 
to be handled more readily in putting it on 
or off. 
What I claim, and desire to secure by Let 

ters Patent, is 
1. A bicycle-habit comprising trousers, a 

divided skirt and a common waistband, the 
portions of the skirt being wholly independ 
ent, the one of the other, and having the front 
and rear edges of each portion secured to the 
inner leg-seam of the corresponding trousers 
leg and each portion being folded at front 
and rear on a line from the middle point at 
the top to the middle point at the bottom of 

the skirt and being plaited in front and in 
rear between such fold and the line of attach 
ment to the inner leg-seamn, substantially as 
shown and described. 

2. A bicycle-habit comprising trousers, a 
divided skirt and a common waistband, the 
portions of the skirt being wholly independ 
ent, the one of the other, and having the front 
and rear edges of each portion secured to the 
inner leg-seam of the corresponding trousers 
leg and each portion being folded at front 
and rear on a line from the middle point at 
the top to the middle point at the bottom of 
the skirt and being plaited in front and in 

a rear between such fold and the line of attach 
ment to the inner leg-seam, and the upper 
part of the front edge of each skirt portion 
being free from the trousers from the waist 
band to a point on the inner leg-seam of the 
corresponding trousers-leg, substantially as 
shown and described. 
This specification signed and witnessed 

this 27th day of January, A. D. 1896. 
FLORENCE LOUISE AHERN. 

In presence of - 
A. N. JESBERA, 
II. B. GURLEY. 
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