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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, MICHAEL C. BrowNE, 

a citizen of the United States of America, re 
siding at Holyoke, in the county of Hampden 

5 and State of Massachusetts, have invented 
new and useful Improvements in Strip 
Moistening Devices, of which the following 
is a specification. . 

10 strip-moistening devices by which term I 
mean a strip of paperor E. that is gummed 
on one side and suitably mounted so that as 

, the free end of the strip is drawn from a roll 
or package of the same, the gummedside will 
be automatically moistened during the draw 
sing operation. ... -- 

The objects of the invention are I To 
provide a device that will conveniently hold 
a suitable quantity, preferably a roll, of the 
gummed ER'S so arranged that the oper ator can readily detach a portion or conveh 
ient length thereof from the roll and at the 
same time provide means for moistening the 
strip during the detaching or drawing opera 

25 tion, such detached pieces of the moistened 
other-similar flexible material for doi R 
E. es, or articles of merchandise; II. ther object of the invention is to provide 
a moistening device that will prevent the 
strip from being drawn away therefrom dur 
ing the severing operation; and III. A still. 
further object being to so construct the mois 
tening device that the free end of the strip 

35 
same become dry after the severing opera 
tion, that is the portion between the cutter. 

ing device proper, as will be ? 
the bars g and r, which carry the moistening 
wick, from the case in, I provide a hooky piv 

and the moistening 
fully described in the specification, ... . . In the drawingsforming part of this appli 
cation, Figure 1 is a planview of the strip 
moistening device clearly showing the rela 
tion of the thumb-nutsfor varying the de 

ee E. 
through the moisteningta 
the device showing clearly the location of the 
roll package and the path that the strip takes 
when drawn from roll to complete the 
severing of the same. . . . . 

Referring to the drawings in detail, a des 
ignates a base-piece or element to which is 
secured a casing b constructed of sheet metal, 
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This invention relates to improvements in . 

strip being used in place of twine or 

may be 'conveniently moistened should the 

of capillary attraction of the moistener. 
2 is a vertical longitudinal section 

ank on the line 2-2 
of Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a side elevational view of 

The roll of gummed strip is designated by 
d and is rotatably mounted on the shafte 
which carries a 
cylindrical element f. 
In order to place proper tension on the 

strip, I provide a platform or arm gpivoted 
to the casing 

lace suitable drag or tension on the strip 
Eig the drawing off operation. ... ' 
The free end of the strip leads through an 

opening in the casingb and passes under an 
anti-friction roller k that is mounted in the 

porting case in that is attached to the base 
pieced by means of the screws o. 
water tank p which can be readily removed 
therefrom at the right-hand side of the appa 
ratus, as this side of the supporting case n is 
open. . . 

q and r designate parallel bars which ex 
tend transversely of the case in and between 
which are clamped moistening wicks s b 
means of the thumb-nuts t which are thread 

This construc ed through the bars g and r. 
tion permits the amount or rate of capillary 
attraction to be varied so that the gummed 
strip may be moistened more or less during 
its passage across the wicks. The lower 
ends of the wicks extend into the tank p as 
clearly shown in Fig. 2, which contains a 
moistening element, as water. 
The supporting casing n is provided on 

each side with a rectangular opening u for 
supporting the ends of the bars g and r, as 
clearly shown in Fig. 3. 
In order to readily remove the tank p and 

oted to the case in so that by simply lifting 
may be readily removed from the supporting 
ca w F. a severing apparatus or knife 
provide v 

osely mounted spool or 

bath, which platform supports 
a suitable weight i causing the platform to 
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end of an arm m. which is secured to a sup 

Within the supporting case nis located a 
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this hook the water-tank and clamping bars: 
00 

with a serrated edge for severing 
the strip, the free end of the strip being des 
ignated at a. This severing knife is mount- . . 
ed on the supporting casing in and the teeth 105. 
of the same are practically in the same ver 
tical plane as théouter edge of the moisten ing strips. A rollery serves to hold the 
strip down onto the upper edge of the mois 
tening wicks's at all times, and especially dur 

as copper or tin, this casing being secured to ing the severing operation, so that the strip 
the base-piece d by means of the screws c. is never free from the moistening wicks. 
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After the strip is severed the portion of the 
strip between the knife w and the rollery, 
designated at 2, may be moistened, should 
the same become dry from long intervals in 
the use of the device, by simply folding the 
same down onto the outer side 2 of the wick 
s, thus avoiding the waste of any of the 
gummed strip, as common in these devices 
now in use. After the strip 2 has been 
moistened, it may be drawn forward and 
severed in the usual way. 
What I claim, is:- 1. A strip-moistening device having in 

combination with a suitably mounted roll of 
gummed material, a strip moistening ele 
ment proper comprising liquid absorbent 
material located in the path of the free end 
of the strip, means for normally holding the 
free end of the strip in contact with the ab 
sorbent material, means for varying the 
capillary attraction of the absorbent mate 
rial, and means for severing the strip. 

2. A strip-moistening device having in 
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combination, a base-piece, a casing mounted 
thereon and provided with means for sup 
porting a roll of gummed material, a support 
ing casing mounted on the base-piece and 
Red from the casing, a roller secured to the supporting casing for directing the free 
end of the gummed strip when drawn from 
the roll, a container tank mounted in the sup 
Pig casing, absorbent material supported 
y the supporting casing, clamping means 

for varying the rate of capillary attraction of 
the absorbent material, a device for detach 
ably retaining the absorbent material in the 
supporting casing, and means for directing 
the free end of the strip into contact with the 
absorbent material, and a severing device 
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for the strip, the free end of the strip i 40 
in contact with the absorbent material at a 
times. 

MICHAEL C. RROWNE, 
Witnesses: 

K. I. CLEMONs, 
H. W. BOWEN. 


