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To (t/l. Ufuoi, it inclf concern. 
Beit known that I, WILLIAM HEEREN, a citi 

Zen of the United States of America, residing 
at Pittsburg, in the county of Allegheny and 
State of Pennsylvania, have invented certain 
new and useful Improvements in Signs, of 
which the following is a specification, refer 
ence being had therein to the accompanying 
drawings. 
This invention relates to certain new and 

useful improvements in signs, and has for its 
object to construct a sign of pliable materials 
to permit its being bent into any shape de 
sired. 
The invention further aims to construct a 

sign which will be strong, durable, effectual 
in its appearance, and comparatively inex 
pensive to manufacture; and the invention 
further aims to produce a sign which will be 
weatherproof. 
With the above and other objects in view 

the invention finally consists in the novel con 
Struction, combination, and arrangement of 
parts to be hereinafter more specifically de 
Scribed, and particularly pointed out in the 
claim. 

In describing the invention in detail refer 
ence is had to the accompanying drawings, 
forming a part of this specification, and where 
in like figures of reference indicate similar 
parts throughout the several views, in which 
Figure 1 is a front view. Fig. 2 is a longi 

tudinal sectional view on line XX of Fig. 1. 
Fig. 3 is a back view showing parts cut away. 
Fig. 4 is a vertical sectional view on line YY 
of Fig. 3. 

Referring to the drawings, 1 designates the 
body of the sign, composed of celluloid, and 
2 the sign letter, character, or the like. 

3 designates lugs or projections. 
4 designates a backing of pliable material, 

preferably lead, which also serves as a back 
ing of the sign. 

5 designates a sheet of rubber. 
In constructing the sign the letters, char 

acters, or the like having a coating of adhe 
sive material on the back are arranged in the 
desired design. A sheet of celluloid is placed 

on the design, the letters adhering to the cel 
luloid. Over the celluloid is placed a thin 
sheet of rubber, and a sheet of lead forming 
the backing is placed over the rubber sheet. 
The sign, as above built up, is placed in a 
frame of metal corresponding to shape and 
size of the sign and placed upon a highly 
polished heated surface, and when force is 
applied to the backing the celluloid, having 
been made soft and pliable by the action of 
the heat, will be pressed flush with the face 
of the sign-letters by the metallic backing 4. 
The action of the heat upon the sheet of rub 
ber cements the celluloid and pliable plunger 
or the backing firmly together. Furthermore, 
by one action, as above described, a finished 
polished article is made. 

In large signs lugs 3 are used to fasten the 
letter to the backing; but I do not claim the 
lugs as a novel feature of my invention. 

It will be noted that various changes may 
be made in the details of construction with 
out departing from the general spirit of my 
invention. 

Having fully described my invention, what 
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 
The herein-described method for manufac 

turing signs which consists in first providing 
a metallic plate with a suitable open design 
and coating one of its faces with an adhesive 
material then placing the same on a heated 
block, second applying to the coated face 
thereof a celluloid wafer, third applying to 
the back face of the celluloid wafer a thin 
sheet of rubber, fourth applying to the sheet 
of rubber a suitable backing of a flexible me 
tallic plate and fifth in compressing the said 
parts together to force a portion of said cel 
luloid into the open design to form the fin 
ished sign, substantially as and for the pur 
pose set forth. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature 

in presence of two witnesses. 
WILLIAM HEEREN. 

Witnesses: 
W. H. TIMMERMANN, 
THOS. M. BOYD, Jr. 
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