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3 Claims.

This invention relates to dairy farm equipment
and more particularly cowtail holders.

The primary object of this invention resides in
the provision of a cowtail holder adapted to be
efficient in operation and cheap to manufacture.

Another object of this invention resides in the
provision of a cowtail holder having gripping jaws
of such construction that a cow’s tail cannot slip
therefrom during the milking operation.

A further object of thig invention resides in the
provision of a cowtail holder having coacting
eripping jaws yieldably retained in closed relation
to one another.

A still further object of this invention resides
in a cowtail holder having its gripping jaws pro-
vided with teeth of particular configuration.

In addition to the aforesaid objects, this inven-
tion resides in the particular assemblage of the
elements comprising the cowtail holder.

Aside from the above objects this invention re-
sides in the provision of a cowtail holder con-
nected to a leg clamp by a suitable flexible ele-
ment,

With these and other objects in view, this in-
vention resides in certain novel features of con-
struction to be hereinafter fully set forth in the
specification, illustrated in the accompanying
drawing and pointed out in the appended claims
and, while this disclosure depicts my present con-
ception of the invention, the right is reserved to
resort to such changes in arrangement and con-
struction as come within the scope of the claims.

In the accompanying drawing forming a part
of this application:

Fig. 1is a side view of a cowtail holder as con-
structed in accordance with this invention.

Fig. 2 is a plan view thereof.

Fig. 3 is an end view thereof.

In the present embodiment of this invention,
the numeral 5 desighates, in general, a cowtail
holder which consists of a male jaw 6 and female
jaw 7T having opposed teeth 8 and 9, the latter
mentioned series of which are disposed in close
proximity to the outer surfaces of the former
mentioned series to prevent lateral movement of
the jaws relative to one another.

Formed on the outer extremity of the female
jaw is a tooth 10 which acts to grip a cow’s tail in
advance of and on a line running longitudinally
between the teeth 8 and 9 on opposite sides of the
male and female jaws.

The medial portions of the jaws converge to-
ward a certain point as at 11 from which point
the inner ends of the jaws diverge to form op-
posed handles 13.
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Disposed between the jaws at the point 1 is a
coil spring 14 having its opposite ends bearing
against the handles 13 as indicated at 15, said
coil spring, while herein being secured to the
jaws by wire loops {6 which pass therethrough
and have their ends suitably secured together
with certain portions thereof seated in notches 17
formed in opposite sides of the handles, may
be otherwise disposed between the jaws in any
well known manner if desired.

The handles are preferably of different lengths,
the longer one of which is apertured as at 18 o re-
ceive the end of a chain 19 beyond the end of the
shorter handle so as to permit the maximum piv-
otal movement of the shorter handle when pressed
inwardly.

Secured to the free end of the chain 19 is a
suitable leg hook 20 or clamp.

With this invention fully set forth, it is mani-
fest that a cowtail holder is provided which
can be depended upon to securely grip the tail
of a cow when milking and, through the provision
of the simple assemblage of elements thereof, it
can be ¢heaply manufactured and sold at a low
price.

Having thus described my invention what I
claim and desire to protect by Letters Patent is:

1. In a cowtail holder, a clamp including a pair
of jaws, said jaws including normally parallel
front end portions and diverging rear end por-
tions, said jaws being connected to pivot about a
common axis located between the jaws at the
forward ends of the diverging portions, the front
end portions consisting of parallel side edged
bodies and each having at each side edge a series
of equal teeth of right angle triangular form
with the hypothenuses of the friangles directed
toward the front end of the clamp and the re-
maining free sides of the teeth on one plate ex-
tending at right angles to the longitudinal ex-
tent of the body and the teeth on one jaw hav-
ing their last mentioned sides alined with the
teeth on the other jaw, the teeth on one jaw over-
lapping the teeth on the other jaw.

2. In a cowtail holder, a clamp including a pair
of jaws, said jaws including normally parallel
front end portions and diverging rear end por-
tions, said jaws being connected to pivot about
a common axis located between the jaws at the
forward ends of the diverging portions, the front
end portions consisting of parallel side edged
bodies and each having at each side edge a series
of equal teeth of right angle triangular form with
the hypothenuses of the triangles directed toward
the front end of the clamp and the remaining
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free sides of the teeth on one plate extending at
right angles to the longitudinal extent of the body
and the teeth on one jaw having their last men-
tioned sides alined with the teeth on the other
jaw, the teeth on one jaw overlapping the teeth
on the other jaw, one of said jaws having a ter-
minal tooth extending across said jaw to the other
jaw and constituting stop means.

"~ 8. In a cowtail holder, a clamp including a pair
of jaws, said jaws including normally parallel
front end portions and diverging rear end por-
tions, said jaws being connected to pivot about a
common axis located befween the jaws at the for-

10

ward ends of the diverging portions, the front end -

portions consisting of parallel side edged bodies
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and each having at its side edge a series of equal
teeth of right angle triangular form with the hy-
pothenuses of the triangles directed toward the
front end of the clamp and the remaining free
sides of the teeth on one plate extending at right
angles to the longitudinal extent of the body and
the teeth on one jaw having their last mentioned
sides alined with the teeth on the other jaw, the
teeth on one jaw overlapping the teeth on the
other jaw, one of said jaws having a terminal
tooth extending across said jaw to the other jaw
and constituting stop means, said pivotal connec-
tion including a spring urging said jaws to closed
position.
CLARA SCHIRMER.



