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sockets in the bag bottom and are urged into the
sockets by the spring action of the rack structure.

4 Claims, 3 Drawing Figures
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1
BOWLING BALL, BAG AND SHOE RACK

BACKGROUND

The invention is in the field of utility athletic bags
and specifically relates to a hand carried bag for a
bowling ball and bowling shoes. Bowling ball carrying
bags are not new, nor is it novel for a ball bag to incor-
porate some means for accommodating the bowler’s
shoes as well as his bowling ball. In most instances in
the past this has been accomplished by merely placing a
separately constructed rack unit into the bag through
the bag opening.

It is an object of the invention to improve upon the
ball, bag and shoe rack combination by making the ball
rack an integral part of the bottom of the bag. It is
another objective of the invention to provide a com-
bination bowling ball and shoe rack from which the
shoe rack can be separately removed. It is a further ob-
jective of the invention to provide a molded plastic bot-
tom for a bowling bag, which bottom includes a ball
retaining rack and sockets to retain the feet of the shoe
rack. It is a still further objective of the invention to
provide a removable shoe rack for insertion in the
aforementioned ball bag; said shoe rack having legs ex-
tending downwardly therefrom including feet which ex-
tend into sockets in the molded bag bottom, and

wherein said legs are inwardly biased to hold the feet in
their sockets. ‘

SUMMARY

Basically the invention comprises a side opening
shoe bag having a zipper extending around the sides
and top of one side panel of the bag. The bottom of the
bag is a molded plastic panel having a peripheral flange
to which underturned portions of the sides of the bag
are sewn. The bag: bottom is of molded plastic con-
struction and incorporates a ball retaining cup, a series
of sockets extending laterally in from the side edges of
said ball retaining cup, and a peripheral flange. A
bowling shoe rack removably retained within the bag
has a rack portion positioned above the ball and
downwardly extending legs with feet which engage the
sockets in the bag bottom holding the rack in place.

The construction of said rack is such that the legs are

biased inwardly so as to hold its feet within the sockets
in the ball rack.

A primary advantage of the invention lies in the fact

that the ball rack is an integral portion of the bottom of

the bag. ‘

It is a further advantage of the invention that the ball
rack which constitutes the bottom of the bag also pro-
vides supporting structure for a shoe rack which may
be removably installed in the bag.

It is a further advantage of the invention that the ball
rack thereof may be permanently incorporated as the
bottom of the bag while the shoe rack thereof remains
removable.

It'is yet another advantage of the invention that the

. ball rack portion thereof will rest directly upon the sur-

face upon which the bag is placed.

2
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a bag of the invention
in the open position illustrating the molded bag bottom
and removable shoe rack of the invention.

FIG. 2 is a vertical cross section of a bag bottom of

* the invention illustrating the sockets which ehgage the
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Other objectives, advantages and various further fea- -

tures of novelty and invention will be pointed out or
will occur to those skilled in the art from a reading of
the following specification in conjunction with the ac-
companying drawings.

65

feet of the shoe rack of the invention. »
FIG. 3 is a plan view of a molded plastic bag bottom
of the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Referring to FIG. 1, a bag 1 of the invention is made
up of two side panels 3 and 4, two end panels § and 6,
and a top 7. The end panels 5 and 6 and the top 7 form
an integral piece of material extending from the left
side of the bag across the top and down the right side.

The bottom 10 of the invention is a rigid plastic ele-
ment molded to form a ball retaining cup 11 and four
laterally extending tubular sockets 12.

The shoe rack 15 of the invention includes a top
shelf-like portion 14 made up of a series of four
horizontally extending heavy wire elements 16 which
bend downwardly at the ends and join a cross brace 17.
The two outside elements 16 of the rack extend
downwardly from the brace 17 forming four supporting
legs 18a—d.

Referring to FIG. 2, the legs 18 of the rack turn in-
wardly at the bottom forming feet 19a—d. The heavy
rack 15'is shaped so that the legs 18 must be urged
apart in order that the feet 19 may enter the sockets 12.
This natural bias on the part of the rack serves to keep
the feet 19 securely within the sockets 12 and maintain
the shoe rack in place. ‘ :

As further seen from FIG. 2, the bottom 10 of the
bag is molded to provide a ball retaining cup 11 and a
generally circular base 20 directly beneath. the ball
retaining cup 11 upon which the entire assembly can
rest. This construction relieves the peripheral portions-
of the bag bottom 10 of any ball supporting function
when the bag is set down upon a sporting surface. .

The sides 3 and 4 of the bag and the end panels 5 and ‘
6 are all attached to the molded plastic bag bottom 10
by stitches 22 which pass through underlying inturned
portions 23 of the sides and end panels of the bag ard a
flange 24 extending outwardly around the ball retaining
portion 11 of the base 10. Access is gained to the bag
via a zipper 2 which extends around the sides and top of
the side panel 3 of the bag. .

FIG. 3 illustrates the relationship of the stitching 22
to the inwardly turned edges 23 of the side and end
panels of the bag 1, as well as the ball retaining cup 11
of the base 10 and the sockets 12 which retain feet.19
of the shoe rack 15 as explained above.

From the above it is apparent that the shoe rack 15
may be removed from the bag of the invention by mere-
ly spreading the legs 18 thereof until the feet 19 disen-
gage from the sockets 12 in the bag base 10. o

While the principles of the invention have been
described in connection with the above specific ap-
paratus, it is to be clearly understood that this descrip-
tion is made only by way of example and not as a limita-
tion to the scope of the invention. :

Iclaim: »

1. A bowling ball bag with removablé shoe rack com-
prising; ' :
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bag sides,

a bag bottom, and

a shoe rack removably attached to said bag bottom,

said rack having means for engaging said bag bot-
tom and holding said rack in place,

said bag bottom comprising a molded plastic element

integrally including;

means for supporting a bowling ball thereon in a

preselected position,

means for receiving said engaging means for holding

said rack in place, and

means for attachment of said bag sides to said bag

bottom.

2. The device of claim 1 wherein said means for at-
tachment of said bag sides to said bag bottom com-
prises

flange portions of said bag bottom extending out-

wardly from a ball retainer and further including
underturned portions of said bag sides adjacent said
flange portions, and

means for attaching said underturned side portions
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to said flange portions.

3. The device of claim 1 wherein said shoe rack com-
prises

a wire rack having a plurality of wire legs extending

downwardly therefrom,

said means for engaging said bag bottom and holdmg

said rack in place includes a foot at the end of each
of said legs, and

said integral means for receiving said engaging

means comprises a plurality of apertures in said
bag bottom each adapted to receive therein one of
said feet, and

wherein said wire legs are resilient and set to bias

said feet into said apertures.

4. The device of claim 3 wheré¢in said feet extend in-
wardly along axes substantially parallel to the longltu-
dinal axis of said shoe rack, and the apertures in said
bag bottom extend along parallel axes and open respec-
tively toward the ends of said rack so as to receive said
feet therein.
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