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ORIGIN OF THE VARIETY 

This variety arises from the controlled pollination in 
November 1986 at the Horticultural Research Station, 
Gosford New South Wales Australia, of a commercial 
variety of L. formosa "Sunrise' by a collected L. for 
mosa plant with orange/red flowers and a prostrate 
growth form Breeders Accession No. 4. Seeds were 
germinated and a seedling was selected for flowering 
duration and the size and color of its flowers. Subse 
quent plants have been propagated asexually from that 
seedling by tissue culture and stem cuttings, The subse 
quent plants produced possess all the characteristics or 
come true to form with the original plant and the char 
acteristic features are firmly fixed and maintained in the 
succeeding generations of plants. 

SUMMARY OF THE VARIETY 

"Starburst' is a small bushy prostrate herbaceous 
perennial plant to 10.0 cm tall. The foliage is dense with 
small green fleshy leaves crowding the stems. The flow 
ering season of "Starburst' is from April to October in 
the southern hemisphere. Flowering occurs in a cyclical 
and frequent pattern throughout the year in protected 
cultivation. The fanshaped flowers are large, mean 30.6 
mm wideX mean 22.1 mm high, with the petals being 
predominantly red with a yellow center. The corolla 
tube is predominantly maroon externally. "Starburst' is 
fertile and is suitable as a potted flowering ornamental. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PHOTOGRAPHS 
The accompanying photographs show typically: 

(i) the plant form and size and the display of flowers; 
(ii) the size and color of the perianth of "Starburst' 

(left) relative to "Sunrise'. 

The colors are as nearly true as reasonably possible in 
color representations of this type. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE VARIETY 

In the following botanical description colour refer 
ences are made to The Royal Horticultural Society 
Colour Chart. Descriptions are based on observations 
made during August 1988 of 20 randomly selected, 12 
month old well-fertilized potted plants growing in an 
open sided unheated polyethylene greenhouse at the 
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Horticultural Research Station, Gosford New South 
Wales Australia. 

Name: 'Starburst'. 
Botanical name: Leschenaultia formosa Goodeniaceae. 
Commercial use: Potted flowering ornamental plant. 
Form: Small and prostrate. 
Plant characteristics: 

Height at 4-12 months.--To 10 cm. 
Growth habit-Prostrate. 
Life cycle.-Herbaceous perennial. 
Foliage.-Very dense. 
Stem color-144B yellow green. 
Leaf-Length: Mean 8.2 mm; Range 6.8-9.2 mm. 
Width: Mean 0.75 mm; Range 0.5-1.1 mm. 
Color: 137A green. 

Flowering season.-Cyclical and frequent through 
the year. 

Flower.-Width: Mean 30.6 mm; Range 28,0-34.2 
mm. Height: Mean 22.1 mm; Range 21.0-24.4 
1. 

Corolla length from base to petal split.-Mean 15.03 
mm; Range 13.8-16.0 mm. 

Oyary length.-Mean 14.31 mm; Range 12.5-15.9 
. 

Corola tube-Main color (external): 59A maroon. 
Petal color.-Red and Yellow. Just open: 45A mar 

gin, 32A body; 17A center, fully open: 46A mar 
gin, 33A body; 15A center. aged: 46A outer; 15B 
center. 

COMPARISONS WITH OTHER KNOWN 
SIMILARVARIETIES OF LESCHENAULTIA 

The seed parent L. formosa "Sunrise' is an acknowl 
edged variety of the New South Wales nursery trade 
and is the nearest commercially known available 
variety. 

The observations for the comparison were made under 
the same circumstances as those for the Description 
of the Variety. 

"Starburst' has petal colors when fully open of 46A red 
margin, 33A orange/red body and 15A yellow center 
and "Sunrise" has petal colors when fully open of 
45B red margin and 17A yellow/orange center. 

"Starburst' has a flower width of mean 30.6 mm while 
the flower width of "Sunrise' is mean 20.3 mm. 
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"Starburst' has a flower height of mean 22.1 mm while plant characterized by the combination of a large 
the flower height of "Sunrise' is mean 15.4 mm. flower with predominantly red petals and a yellow 

center, and a corolla tube which is predominantly ma 
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