1,977,584

H. P. HANSEN

Oct. 16, 1934.

BURIAL CASKET

1932

’

21

Filed Nov.

o.un,.—. AT Gt
Y/
X

Lty

BY

oo g Ko i

FEs



Patented Oct. 16, 1934

UNITED STATES

1,977,584

PATENT OFFICE

1,977,584

BURIAL

CASKET

Hans P, Hansen, Syracuse, N. Y., assngnor to Jolm

Marsellus Casket Company, Syracuse, N. Y
corpora,tlon of New York

‘!

Appllcatmn November 21, 1932; Serlal No 643 634

5 Clalms.

This invention relates to burial caskets having
opposite side and end wings or mouldings hinged
to. the' top of the'box to swing inwardly and out-
wardly and.mitered at tlie corners so that when

. 8- closed they will project inwardly beyond the cor-
" responding walls of ‘the box with their mitered
ends in close contact to form a redasonably tight
joint, or, when unfolded outwardly their mitered
ends will be spaced some distance apart. '
10. The interior of the casket, including' the inner
faces of the wings, are usually provided with more
or less elaborate and expensive upholstery and as
heretofore practiced the upholstering on the in-
ner faces of the wings has extended continuously
around the cornetrs or across the meeting ends of
the wings so as to cover the gap across the corners
when the wings are unfolded. = .

These continuous extensions of the upholster-
ing .on the wings across. the gaps must of neces~
20 sity be of sufficient length and flexibility to ex-
tend across the gaps at the corners when the wings
are opened or folded outwardly without 11ab111ty
of over-straining or tearing the fabrlc

On the other hand, when the wings with the. up-‘
holstenng thereon, extend continuously  around
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the .corners -are: closed or folded inwardly the.

corner portions of the upholsterinig must be. dis-

placed or compressed inwardly to such an extent

as to form objectionable inwardly projecting en-
30-
" stering at the junctions of the wings one with the
other, all of which requires considérable time and
care and produces an objectionaple 1rregu1ar1ty
of appea,rance of the interior upholstery.’

‘The main object of the present invention is to
gvoid these objectionable results by terminating
the upholstering on the wings-at:the adjoining
ends thereof and providing an extra flap of pleas-
ing appearance capable-of being moved at will to
a position-across the'gaps at the adjacent ends of
the wings when the latter are unfolded so as to
present -the appearance of continuity of the up-
holstering around the corners and at the same
time permitting the flap. to be.folded inwardly
into the interior of the casket when the wings are
folded inwardly to their closed positions. .

In other words, I have sought to incorporate
with the interior upholstering of the main body
of the casket an upholstered flexible flap normally
positioned:within the casket when the wings are
closed .and - adapted to be. unfolded outwardly
across the gaps at the corners or rather betweeh
the adjacent ends of the wings and: permanent
upholstering thereon when the wings are open or
unfolded, ‘ ‘
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largements of the corner portions of the tphol- ~

(Cl 27—19)

Another obJect is to provide releasable means
for‘attaching the free‘edge of the flap to the outer
portions of the wings ‘when the latter are opened.

Other objects and uses relating to specific parts
of ‘my improvements will be brought out in the
following descrlptlon

In the: drawmg — ‘

- Figure 1 is a top plan-of one corner of a burial
casket showing-the wings as closed or folded in-
Wardly to abut ‘end to“end-against each othetr at:
the corners;-the upholstering ﬁap being shown in
its inwardly folded posmon within:the casket.

Figure 2 is‘a’‘top plan of the same corner of the
casket showing the wings with the permanent up-
holstering thereon as opened and the flap as fold—
ed inwardly into the interior of the casket.

Figure 3 is a top plan of the same corner of the
casket showmg the wings as unfolded and the flap
as adjusted across-the £gap between the adjacent
ends of the wingsto give the appearance, without
actuahty, of contmmty of the upholstery of ‘the
wmgs R

‘Pigure 4 is’ an enlarged vertical sectional v1ew
of a portion of the's sa,me corner of the casket taken
on line'4-—4; Figure 3,

“Pigure 5is an: enla.rged vertical sectional view
taken on line 5—>5, Figure 1, showing more par-
t1cular1y the theans for lockmg the wmgs m their
closed positions, -

' This burial casket may be of any Well known
constiruction in so far as it includes & main box-
like ‘section 1-and opposite side and end wing sec-
tions'2 and 3 of wood; metal or any other suitable
materxa,l the wing: sections- being hinged at 4 to
the upper margihal ‘edges of the main body sec-
tion to swing-inwardly and outwardly to and from
posmons across the upper-edges of the adjacent
portions of the box: -

The end wings 3 prefera,bly extend from side
to:side of the box while the side wings 2 are rela-
tively short.as.compared: with:the full length of
the box-but are of uniform length and preferably
arranged at the head end of the casket at which
the end wing 3 is also located so that the side and
end rails meet at the corners in diagonal planes
at ‘angles .of 45 deg., to the longltudlnal centers
of the wings.

‘For this latter purpose the ends of the wings
at the corners are mitered at 5 so that when the
wings are closed the mitered ends will abut
against each other to form a rea,sonably tlght
jo1nt

‘It, therefore, follows that when the wings are
opened or unfolded outwardly to substantially
horlzontal pla,nes the mitered ends W111 be open
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to their maximum degree and will be disposed
in diagonal planes across the corners, as shown
more clearly in Figure 2. -

The interior of the main body or box of the
casket is usually provided with more or less elab-
orate and expensive upholstery (not shown) while
the inner gides of the wings 2° and 3 are prefér-
ably provided with correspofniding ‘upholstery 6,
permanently secured thereto to extend the major -
portions of the lengths thereof but terminating
short of the adjacent ends thereof to allow the-

wings to fold inwardly to their closed positions:

with their mitered ends 5 abufting against each
other without material mterference of the adja--
cent ends of the upholstering pads one with 'the -
other, :

In previous practice, soifdr-as I am ‘aware, it .
has been customary to extend the upholstering

pads 6 continuously around the corners and

across the adjacent ends of the. wings 2 and 3
and it, therefore, Iollows that the portlons of the
pads at the Junctmn of .the’ s1de and end wings

must be of sufficient length to allow the opening’

or outward folding. of the ngs w1thout excessive
strain of the pads or upholstermg thereon. :

Under these conditions, it is obvrous that When
the .upholsiered wings are. folded 1nward1y, the
upholstering matenal 1f contmued across the ad-
jacent ends of the wings, must be compressed; and
at the same tlme forced- 1nward1y into the body:
of the casket some distance beyond the inner ends
of the wmgs thus formlng more; or less 1rregu1ar
and obJectlonable deformatmns of the -interior
upholstering .of the casket

On the other hand, as shown in my unproved
structure, the termination of the: adJacent ends
of the upholstermg pads on:the wmgs some dlS
tance from the adJacent ends: thereof form an

. 1nterven1ng gap 7 of sufﬁcwnt area to permlt the
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wings to.fold 1nwardly to their closed p051t1ons
with the mitered ends abutting against each
other without affecting-the normal, pos1t10ns of
the adjacent ends of the wing pads thereby avoid-
ing the objectionable inward. prOJectlons inci-
dental to the extension of the wmg pads. contrn-
uously across ‘the COTNers.. B

The oppos1te longltudmal edges of the pads 6
are tacked or otherwise secured to the inner face
of the-adjacent wall of the box-1. and to the free
edge of the wing, thus estabhshung a more or less
flexible connection-of the. pad ‘aCross the hmged
joint between the box and wing,. ‘the edge of the
pad adjacent the miter 5. being tacked thereto so
as to lie in a plane substantlally cornc1dent with
the miter while the remaining portlon 8 of the
terminal end of each pad at the-corner-is extended
inwardly at an obtuse angle to the mitered edge
5, as shown.more clearly in Figure 2. .

The angles .of the. end -edges 8:of ‘the pads 6
relatively to the corresponding miters:5 are. ar-
ranged so as to abut against éach other when the
wings are folded inwardly to their closed positions
to avoid any possibility of crowding any  por-

. tions of the pads 1nward1y into the casket.

Tt is obvious from theé foregoing descrrptmn
that some means should be provided for cover-
ing the gap between the termmal ends of the
pads 6 at the corners in order that the upholster-
ing may present ‘the appearance “of continuity
when the wings are opened’ or unfolded out-
wardly,: and: for this purpose; I have prov1ded
what may be termed flexible upholstered flaps
9, one for each .corner, near the Junct1ons of the
adjacent terminal ends of the wing pads 6 to
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be moved or adjusted at will fo and from posi-
tions across the surfaces of said pads and there-
fore of greater area than the gaps for covering
the latter when the wings are opened or un-
folded to the position shown in Figures 2 and 4.

Each of these flaps is considerably wider than
its corrésponding gap so.that when unfolded out-
wardly it will" overlap upon the adjacent ends of
.the wings and has its inner end as 10 truncated
and tacked or otherwise secured to a corner
‘brace 11 which, in turn, is secured to the inner
corner of the box close to the upper edge thereof,
as shown in Figure 2, the opposite lengthwise
edges and free edge of the flap being curved out-
wardly, as shown more clearly in Figure 2, to fit
more closely upon the surfaces of the adjacent
_ends of the unfolded wings, as shown more clearly
in Figures 3 and 4.

The sides of each flap adjacent its truncated
apex 10 are also tacked or otherwise secured to
the inner walls of the adjacent ‘portions of the
box I leaving the major remaining portxons of
the" ﬁap free to fold from “its normal position
within the casket, as ‘shown in Figure 2, to a posi~
tion across ‘the surfaces of the: adJacent ends of 100
the wing pads 2 5o as to completely cover the
gap 7.when the wmgs are uniolded as shown in
Figure 3.

That is, the flap normally ‘extends 1nwardly .
diagonally to" the adjacent corner  of the box 10E
and is of consrderably greater area than the gap
whrch it is ‘adapted to close so that when folded
over and Upon the surfaces of the adjacent ends
of the wing pads 6 it would extend somedistance .
beyond the opposite” end walls "of the gap and 0
also over and upon the mitered- edges 5 where
the free edge is secured by releasable means
presently described.

“This releasable means preferably con51sts of
standard clasp sections 12 and 13, preferably of 1~ 5
the ball'and socket type in which the sectlons 13
are permanently attached to the corners-of ‘the
free ends of the flap while- the sections 12" are
permanently attached- to the-outer lengthwise
edges of the adjacent ends of the wing sections 199
near the adJacent ends of the mlters 5, mdlcated
in Figure 2. :

As previously stated the pad- is upholstered
and made of more or less elaborate and - ex-
pensive fabric and, therefore, may be stretched 125
laterally w1th1n reasonable limits.

‘When the wings 3 are unfolded, as’shown in
Flgure 2, the distance between the fastemng
members 12 is slightly greater than the distance .
between the fastemng members 13 so that when 130
the flap is folded over.and upon the surfaces of
the adJacent ends of the pads 6, the free end
of the pad may. be. shghtly stretched to allow
ijts fastening members 13 to be attached to. the
fastening members 12 for holdlng the pad in- its
operatlve p051t1on a,Cross the gap 7. as shown in
Figure 3.

Suitable means-is also prov1ded for lockmg the
meetingends of the wing sections 3 in their closed 140
positions, as shown in Figure 1, and for this pur-
pose a latch member 14 is pivoted at 15 to the
inner edge of one of the-wings near the: mitered
edge 5 ‘thereof, and is‘adapted to be moved:into
and out of engagement with a keeper member 16
which is secured to the inner-edge of the adjacent
end of the other wing, as shown more clearly
in- Figure 5, so that when the latch member 14
is engaged W1th its keeper 16, the mitered ends
of the wings will be held in close contact.: '

- 80

85

9

95

145

150



10

15

20

25

30

40

50

55

60

65

70

75

1,977,584

Operation

When the wing sections 3 are closed to the po-
sition shown in Figures 1 and 5, the flap 9 will
be in its normal position projecting within the
casket and lying loosely upon the upholstering
thereof under which conditions the latch mem-
bers 14 at the corners of the wings will be inter-
locked with their respective keepers 16 to hold
the wings in their closed positions. :

On the other hand, when it is desired to open
the wings the latch members 14 will be unlocked
from their respective keepers 16 whereupon the
wings 3 may be unfolded to the position shown in
Figures 2, 3 and 4 followed by the outward folding
of the flap 9 over and upon the surfaces of the
wing pads 6 and across the gap 7 in which posi-
tions it is held by the engagement of its clasp
sections 13 with the clasp sections 12 on the
wings, thus exposing the interior upholstering
at the head of the casket. )

‘When it is desired to close the wings, the clasps
13 will be detached from the clasps 12 after which
the flaps 9 will be: returned inwardly upon the
upholstering within the casket to the position
shown in Figures 1 and 2, whereupon the wings
3 may be folded inwardly or closed, as shown in
Figure 1 and relocked to each other by means of
the latch members 14 and keepers 18.

Although the construction and manner of at-
tachment of the flap shown and deseribed is par-
ticularly simple, practical and efficient, it is evi-
dent that the form of the flap and means for gt~
taching it in its normal and operative positions,
may be varied without departing from the spirit
of the invention.

What I claim is:

1. The combination with a burial casket hav-
ing a box section, and side and end wings hinged
thereto to fold inwardly and outwardly, the ad-

3
Jacent ends of said wings adjacent the corner of
the casket being mitered to meet when folded in-

wardly and to form a gap when unfolded, of a .

flap movable at will to and from a position across
the gap independently of the movement of the
wings when the latter are unfolded, said flap
being of greater area than the gap so as to extend
beyond the adjacent mitered ends of the wings
when the flap is unfolded.

2. The combination with a burial casket having
a box section, and side and end wings hinged
thereto to fold inwardly and outwardly, the ad-
jacent ends of the wings adjacent the corners of
the casket being mitered to meet when folded in-
wardly and to form a gap when unfolded, of a
flexible flap for each of said corners, each flap
being attached at one end to the interior of the
box across the adjacent corner thereof and has
its remaining portions of considerably greater
width than the gap to extend beyond the adja-
cent mitered ends of the wings when unfolded
outwardly,

3. A burial casket as in claim 2 in which the
opposite lengthwise edges and free ends of each
flap are curved outwardly to fit closely upon the
adjacent ends of the unfolded wings.

4. A burial casket as in claim 1 in which re-
leasable means is provided for fastening the free
end of the flap to the outer edges of the unfolded
wings. :

5. A burial casket as in claim 1 in which the
inner faces-of the wings are provided with up-
holstering terminating at the meeting ends there-
of and having their adjacent ends in-spaced re-
lation whereby the opposite lengthwise edges of
the flap, when unfolded outwardly, will overlap
upon the adjacent ends of the upholstering of
the wings.

HANS P. HANSEN,
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