1,629,404

F. P. MITCHELL
POCKET ATTACHMENT FOR BELTS

May 17, 1927.

Filed Juné 26,

1926

gwueﬂtm

7o PMilcsell




Patented May 17, 1927.

UNITED STATES

- 1,629,404

PATENT OFFICE.

FRANK P. MITCHEELL, OF WILMINGTON, ILLINOIS,

POCKET ATTACHMENT FOR BELTS.

]
Application filed June 26, 1928, Serial No, 118,773.

SN
This invention relates to a pocket attach-
ment for belts and more particularly to the

construction of a saféty pocket which may

be applied to the belt of the wearer and
5 which cannot be opened without the knowl-

edge of the wearer. .

A further object of the invention is to
rovide a device of this character which may
ve readily applied to and removed from the
10 belt.- - :
A still further object of the invention is
to provide a device of this character which
is hinged at one end to the belt, so that it
may be readily swung to a position where it
15 may be opened and articles removed there-
from or replaced therein and which, when
]iDnlthe closed position, is firmly locked to the
elt, .
~ These and other objects I attain by the
20 comstruction shown in the %hecompanying
drewings, wherein for the purpose of illus-
tration is shown a preferred embodiment of
my invention and wherein :—

‘Figure 1 is a front elevation of a pocket
constructed in accordance with my inven-
tion, a portion of the cover being broken
away;

Figure 2 is a similar view of the pocket in
the open position; :

Figure 3 is a section on the line 3—8 of
Figure 1;

Figure 4 is a section on the line 4—4 of
- Figure 1; ' : :

Figure 5 is an inner face view of one. of
the belt clamps. .
 Referring now more particularly to the
. drawings, the numerals 10 and 11 indicate

clamps for attachment to the belt. These
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clamps may be attached to the belt in any Pp

suitable manner and are at present illus-
trated as in the form of‘loops which are
slipped over the belt from the end thereof
and which are-provided with pivoted clamps
12 having toothed jaws 13 which will engage
5 in the material of the belt.at the rear face
thereof and firmly hold the clamps against
~ longitudinal movement and in properly ad-
justed positions. The clamp 10 is forme
with one member 14 of a hinge, while the
clamp 11 has formed therethrough a key-
hole slot 15, for a purpose presently to ap-
ear. '
P The pocket proper includes a metal back
" stay 16, one end of which is provided with
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the second member 17 of the hinge and the
opposite end of which has an extension pro-
viding a head 18 of the same size as the
larger portion 19 of the keyhole slot 15 and
& neck 20 of the same size as the rednced
portion 21 of the keyhole slot. The head is
angularly offset from the plate, as indicated,
so that the head may be introduced through

“the slot from the under side of the clampin

loop 11 and will overlie the outer face o
this clamping loop when the neck is engaged
in the reduced portion of the slot.

While the connection between the clamp
11 and the plate 20 just described is pre-
ferred, it will be obvious that any suitable
form of latching connection may be pro-
vided. A connection of this character is,
however, preferred, for the reason that in
order to release the plate 16 so that it may
swing .about the hinge, the belt must be
flexed and this, of course, cannot take place
without the wearer being aware of the fact.

o
BT

60

63

70

75

The outer face of the plate 16 is covered .

with leather, as at 21, and at the inner face
of this plate are formed a plurality of pock-
ets or compartments 22. The leather cover
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for the outer face of the plate is continued

to provide a flap 23, the inner face of which-

may be provided with a compartment 24 for
the reception of identification cards or the
like. Theflap 23 may be folded down over
the openings of the compartments 22 to pre-
vent access thereto and when the plate Is in
the locked 'position, this flap will be held

. between thé outer face of the belt and the

inner faces of the compartment walls, so
that it cannot be withdrawn until the head
18 is released from the clamp 11 and the
late 16 swung to its open position.

It will be obvious that a device of this
character may bé readily applied to or re-
moved from the belt and access may be had
thereto at any time. At the same tirne, ac-
cess thereto by any other person than the
wearer is substantially impossible without

.the”wearer being notified of the fact that

the pocket is beirig tampered with. Any at-

d tempt to obtain access to the compartments

99 by cutting the leather covering 21 will be
foiled by the metal plate 16 which is prefer-
ably formed of thin steel. ,
, Since the construction hereinbefore set
forth is obviously capable of a certain range

of change and modification without mate-
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rially departing from the spirit of the in-
vention, I do not limit myself to such spe-
cifie structure except as hereinafter claimed.

I claim :—

L In a pocket attachment for belts, a
pair of loops adapted to be placed upon the
belt and having means whereby they may be
secured in adjusted positions thereon, a
metal plate hinged to one of said loops and
having a latching engagement with the
other of the loops, 1 pocket construction in-

Ccluding a plurality of compartments ar-
- ranged at the inner face of the plate, a cover
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for the plate

including an extension forming
aflap for the pocket adapted to be arranged
between the openings of the compartments
of the pocket -and the adjacent face of the
Lelt to which the device is applied.

2. In combination with g belt, a plate
hinged thereto and swingable about the
hinges thereof to place either face of the
piaie In opposition to the belt, a pocket
formed wpon one face of the plate and
means for locking the free end of the plate
to the belt with said face of the plate in op-
position to the belt.

3. In combination with a belt, a plate

-hinged thereto and swingable about the

hinges thereof to place either face of the
plate in opposition to the belt, a pocket
formed upon one face of the plate, means
for locking the free end of the plate to the
belt with said face of the plate in opposi-
tion to the belt and a flap associated with
sald plate to provide a closure for the en-
trance of said pocket and adapted to be ar-
ranged between the face of said pocket and
the belt when the plate is in the locked posi-
tion,

4. In combination with a belt, u plate
hinged thereto and swingable about the
hinges thereof to place either face of the
plate in opposition to the belt, a pocket
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formed upon one face of the plate, means
for locking the free end of the plate to the
belt with said face of the plate in opposition
to the belt, a cover for said plate continued
to provide a flap for the entrance through
said pocket and adapted to be arranged be-
tween the pocket bearing face of the plate
and the belt when the helt is in the locked
position,

5. In a pocket attachment for belts, a
pair of loops adapted to be placed upon the

belt and havihg nieans whereby they may 55

be sccured in adjusted positions thereon, u
metal plate hinged to oue of said loops and
having a latching engagement with the
other of the loops, a pocket construction in-
cluding a plurality of colmpartments ar-
ranged at the inner face of the plate, a cover
for the plate including an extension foym-
ing a flap for the pocket adapted to be ar-
ranged between the openings of the com-
partmnents of the pocket and the adjacent

Tace of the belt to which the device 1S ap-

plied. the lLinged connection between the
Plate and belt and the means for Intching
the plate to the belt each including a loop
slidable upon the belt and means for secur-
g the loop in adjusted positions upon the
belt. ‘

6. In combination with

a belt, a loop slid-
able upon the belt

and securable in ad-

justed positions thereon, a plate hinged to -

sald loop and swingable about the hinges

thereof {o place either face of the plate in

opposition to-the belt, a pocket formed upon
one face of the plate, a second loop slidable
upon the belt and coacting means upon said
second loop and the free end of the plate
for locking the plate with the pocket hear-
ing face thereof in opposition to the belt.
In testimony whereof I hereunto aflix my

signature. ’
FRANKX P. MITCHELL.
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