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(57) Abstract: An illuminator for a reflective display (10) incorporates a
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FIG. 2

stantially parallel and adjacent to the viewing surface. A light source (16)
emits light into the light guide. A plurality of light redirecting structures (30)
is distributed on the light guide's rear surface. The structures are shaped to
redirect through the light guide toward the viewing surface light rays which
encounter the structures. Most light rays emitted into the light guide by the
light source which do not encounter any of the structures are confined within
the light guide by total internal reflection. Most light rays emitted into the
light guide by the light source which encounter any of the structures are re-
directed through the light guide toward the viewing surface, substantially
uniformly illuminating the display in a low ambient light environment.
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