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To all at hon, it may concern. 
Beit known that I, JoHN C. WAHL, a citi 

Zen of the United States, and a resident of 
the city of Chicago, county of Cook, and 
State of Illinois, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Fastening De 
vices to be Used in Connection with Me 
chanical Pencils, Fountain Pens, and the 
like, of which the following is a specifica 
tion. 
My invention relates to fastening devices 

and primarily a fastening device to be used 
in connection with mechanical pencils, 
fountain pens and the like. The primary object of the fastening de 
vice hereinafter to be described is to pro 
vide means whereby a mechanical pencil or 
the like may be quickly detached from a 
chain or ribbon, so that the user may not 
be hampered by having the chain or ribbon 
dangling from the end of the pencil or the 
like while using the same. Further objects, advantages and capabili 
ties will become more readily apparent as 
the following description proceeds. 
While I have shown in the drawings my 

device as attached to a mechanical pencil, 
I wish the same to be understood as illus 
trative only, since the invention is equally 
applicable to other articles such as foun 
tain pens, or the like. 
In the drawings, 
Fig. 1. Is a side elevation of a mechanical 

pencil, having my invention embodied 
therein. Fig. 2. Is a longitudinal transverse sec 
tion of a mechanical pencil cap disclosing 
my invention. Fig. 3. Is a top plan view of the detach 
able member having a ring attached. 

Fig. 4. Is a top plan view of the cap with 
the detachable member shown in Fig. 3 re 
moved therefrom. 

Fig. 5. Is a side elevation of the detach 
able member shown in Fig. 3. 

Fig. 6. Is a side elevation of the member 
that is fixed in the upper portion of the cap 
and is adapted to receive the detachable 
member shown in Figs. 3 and 5, and 

Fig. 7. Is bottom plan view of the same 
member disclosed in Fig. 6. 
Referring to the drawings the reference 

numeral 1 indicates a mechanical pencil 
having any sort of propelling mechanism, 

and a cap 2 which is adapted to cover an 
eaSer. 
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Fixedly mounted in the uppermost por 
tion of the cap 2 is a member 3 pressed to 
form a well or seat 4 and slotted as at 5 to 
receive the inturned ends of a coil spring 7, said spring 7 being firmly held in position 
by expansion against the inner side walls 
of the cap 2. Reciprocally related to the heretofore de 
Scribed member is a detachable member, 
Such as disclosed in Figs. 2 and 5 compris 
ing a circular disc 8 provided with a circum ferentially grooved depending projection to 
form a union member 9. 
Covering the member 8 and having its 7 

edges Swedged around the edges thereof is 
a cap member 10, said cap member being 
slightly convex in form in order to permit 
the entry of the ends of a curved member 
11 into apertures 12 in the top of the cap 
member 10. The ends of the member 11 
are forced into the apertures and Swedged 
before the cap member 10 is fixed to the 
circular disc 8. 
The Operation of the device is as follows: 
The union member 9 is forced into the 

Seat or Well 4 against the tension of the 
Spring arms in the slots in the sides of the 
well or seat. When the circumferential 
grooves in union member 9 alines with the 
slots of the seat or Well, the arms of the 
spring 7 through their own elasticity will 
seat themselves in said grooves, and thus 
lock the detachable member to the top of 
the cap 2. 

Inasmuch as the operation of the device 
and the device itself is exceedingly simple, 
it is thought that more description is un 
necessary. 
While I have shown and described my in 

vention in a certain form, namely in mechan 
ical pencils, I wish it understood that vari 
ous changes and modifications may be made 
without departing from the principles of my 
invention. 
Having described my invention, what 

I desire to secure by Letters Patent in the 
U. S. Patent Office is:- 

1. In a writing instrument a cap member 
adapted to be secured to that end of the in 
strument away from the Writing point, said 
cap member being provided with a circum 
ferentially grooved depending projection, a 
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plate secured to the end of the instrument 
immediately beneath said cap member to 
form a closure for said end, a downwardly 
extending hollow cup-like member on said 
plate adapted to receive said projection, slots 
through the opposite walls of said cup-like 
member, a spring element extending through 
each of said slots to engage in said groove 
and detachably hold said cap member on 
the end of said Writing instrument, and 
means on said cap member to receive an 
attaching element for securing said writing 
instrument in position to be quickly avail 
able for use and permit said instrument to 
be detached from said attaching element 
while in use. 

2. In a writing instrument a detachable 
cap, a plate fixed in one end of said cap to 
close the same, said plate having a hollow 
cup-like member extending into the interior 
of said cap, a cap member mounted above 
said plate and formed with a circumferen 
tially grooved depending projection adapt 
ed to extend into said cup-like member, resil 
ient means in the latter to detachably hold 
said projection therein, said cap member be 
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ing adapted to receive a securing element 
and be readily detached from said cap while 
the instrument is in use. 

3. In a Writing instrument a cap, a cap 
member on said cap, means for detachably 
Securing said cap member to said cap, and 
an anchor member in said cap member to 
receive an attaching element, said detachable 
Securing means permitting said instrument 
to be readily detached from said attaching 
element while in use. - 

4. A mechanical writing instrument, hav 
ing a cap member on one end, a ring like 
anchor member in said cap member adapted 
to receive an attaching element, a projec 
tion on said cap member, a cup-like depres 
sion in Said instrument immediately beneath 
said cap member, and resilient gripping 
means in said depression for detachably 
holding said cap member in position on said 
instrument and permitting its easy removal 
When said instrument is in use for writing purposes. 
In withess whereof, I have hereunto sub 

scribed my name. - - - 

JOHN C. WAHL. 
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