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4 Claims.

My invention relates.to paint brushes. It re-
lates more in particular to an improved two-part
paint brush having many features and advantages
over conventional paint brushes heretofore known.

In my prior patent, No. 2,329,534, 1 disclosed
two embodiments of an invention comprising a
paint brush wherein one part of the paint brush
carried the handle. The parts were adjustable
longitudinally so that:all or only approximately
half of the bristles could be made to engage the
work, wherein, despite the adjustable character
of the brush, the handle comprised substantially

" .a continuation of the brush as-a whole and where-

_in the weight, size and balance of the finished
brush were substantially the same as the corres-
ponding characteristics of the conventional single
piece brush ‘of the prior art. While the brush of
my prior invention offers many advantages over
the conventional style of brush, I-find thatitcan
be still further improved, particularly in the di-
rection of improving ‘the manufacture, while, at
the same time, simplifying and -improving ' the
parts from a manufacturing standpoint. -

The principal object of my invention is the pro-
vision -of an adjustable paint brush of the char-
acter disclosed in my -patent, ‘above  identified,
but having certain advantages and 1mprovements
thereover

I have disclosed a preferred embodiment of my
invention in the drawing wherein— -

‘Fig. 1 is an elevational view of a paint brush
constructed in accordance with my invention;

Pigs. 2 and 3 are fragmentary isometric-views
of two portions of the paint brush assembled to
form a completed brush, the ‘portions shown in
Pigs. 2 and 3 being engageable together in face-
to-face relation along the faces exposed to view
in the two figures;

© "¥Fig. 4 is a fragmentary, vertical, central, sec-

tional view taken along the line 4—4 of Fig. 1;

Fig. 5 is a view similar to Fig 4 but with the
parts in a different position; -

 Fig. 6 is a fragmentary, side elevational view
but with the two parts separated from each other;

Figs. T and 8 are transverse sectional views tak-
en on the lines T—1 and 8-—1, respectively, of Fig.

The brush of my invention includes two body
portions 10 and {1, the latter carrying handle 12.
The body portions carry bristle sections I3 and

forms of reenforcmg strlps IG and IS' for each
section. :

When the parts are assembled, as shown in Fig.
1, the paint brush of my invention, from the
standpoint of size, weight, balance and the like, is
substantially identical with a corresponding con-
ventional single piece paint brush of the prior art.
The sections 10 and {1 have generally flat sides,

. however, and are separable and adjustable with
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13, their ends being secured in suitable bases {4 -

and 14’ and mounted to their respective sections
in conventional ways known in the art using usual
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- tongue ‘1.

respect to each other.. The section 11, carrying

the handle 12, has a flat projection or tongue 11

and this is adapted to engage in a shallow recess

or groove 18. The tongue and groove construc-

tion thus provided may be undercut as indicated

in Fig. 7 so that the parts are entirely separable

from each other only by sliding them out of con-

tact in an endwise direction. By examining Figs.

2 and 3, it will be noted that the recess or groove

i8 is somewhat longer than the projection or
The. tongue 1T extends to the reen-

forcing strip 16" of the section 11 while the groove
18 obviously extends some sligsht distance below
the. reenforcing strip 16 of the section 10, the
said reenforcing strip being cut away at.that por-

tion of the flat face of the section {0 which is

occupied by the groove 18.. The extent to which.
the tongue {1 can be extended into the groove

18 is determined by the location of the lower end

of this groove 18 and this distance determines the

distance which the bristles 13’ can be made to

project beyond the bristles 13. The section {1 is

provided with a hole 19 and the’ section 10 with
a slot 21 through which a fastening member 22

is extended to support the two sections in the
two positions to which they are adjusted. The
length of the slot 21 affords a practlcal limitation
to.the extent to which the bristles 13 may be made
to project beyond the bristles 13*.

With the construction described, it is obvious
that the two body portions of the head may be
in alighment as shown in Fig. 1 and the ends of
the bristles 13 and (3’ also alighed; or the bristles
13 may project some distance beyond the bristles
13’; or a reverse position may be established in
which the bristles 13’ inay project some distance
beyond the bristles 3. The brush may be used,
therefore, as an ordinary brush or either set of
bristles may be used as in stripping or for any
purpose in which a painter may wish to use a
lighter brush ‘or a brush with a smaller bristle
surface in contact with the work. This ability to
engage all or either section of the bristles may be
made to provide for uniform wear while at the
same time obtaining all of the advantages of a
split brush from the standpoint of actual applica.




2.

tion of paint.. One set of bristles may be of a
different character than the other, if desired, but
preferably the bristles 13 are the same in char-
acter and amount as the bristles {3’. If some
coarse and some finer bristles are used, conven-
tional practices can be followed such as by plac-
ing coarser bristles in the interior of the brush
and the finer bristles on the exterior portion.
Despite the fact that the two sections. may
carry an identical number of -bristles, my con-
struction provides a normal -weight,  balanced
brush wherein the handle is practically a con-

tinuation of the two body portions or sections:. -

and still there is no break in the symmetry of

the handle such as provided by the shoulder 28 15"
- Letiters Patent of the United States is:
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of my prlor pa,tented invention. It Wl.ll e noted . .

tinuation of one portion of thehandle, being:sub= | .*

stantially aligned with the narrow portion of .. .

the handle.

tion of Fig: 4. Since the bottom.of the.groove 18
limits- the movement of:the tongue .17, the up-
permost portion .of the .section . f9 never reaches
the portion of-the handle which starts to-enlarge;
that is to say,.it never extends beyond the-nor~
may narrow nheck portion of.the handle.  This
construction simplifies manufacture,.it being pos-
sible readily to manufacture the wooden portions
of the brush on standard machines without:sub-
stantial waste of lTumber but it also prov1des for
an extremely light, well balanced brush.

The provision of the central tongue. and groo.ve
construction assures.the two sections.of the brush
remaining in alignment, the fastening means 22
being only sufficient to prevent the sections slid-
ing with respect to each other. The fastening
member 22 is so constructed and arranged that it

will not readily become contaminated with paint.

A quick ‘opening mechanism of ‘any suitable type
may be provided so ‘that it is necessary only to
release the fastening mechanism. slightly :and

move the section 18 to a desired position using the:
thumb while grasping the handle 12 in the fingers

of the same hand. The fastening means can: be

entirely removed and the two sections separated
from each other for ‘cleaning. This cleaning fea-
ture alone is-of unusual advantage and warrants
the use-of the brush of my-invention-even ‘though
the adjustability feature thereof shou.ld not. be
employed.

Here, as in my previously descnbed patent 1
have provided a paint brush having a pair-of
" brush heads each carrying & cjompl_eme’nt of bris-
tles, and each head having a generally flat side
and the flat side of the two heads disposed - to-
gether to form in effect a smgle composite ‘head
so.that the handle carried by one head-forms a
continuation of both heads, or,in other words, a

continuation of the single comp051te ‘head. . ‘As

contrasted with my previous invention, however
the flat side associated with the hand]e has a
tongue and the flat side of the remaijning head

has a groove for receiving such tongue. “The said.
tongue and groove, preferably, are self- -locking’

because. of the sides of the groove being undercut
and the tongue being shaped to extend into said
undereut sides.

The upper part of the section 18 ‘¢
engages over the tongue 17 to form a thoroughly.
symmetrical shape as appears clear from the sec~

“The single fastening means ex-:
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tends through the tongue and groove and through
the hole and longitudinal slot provided to receive
such fastening means and is adequate to support
the heads of the position to which they are ad-
justed. In other words, many of the significant
and advantageous features of my prior invention
have been retained but with much greater ad-
vantage because of the improvements herein de-
scribed.

I have described the xmprovements of my pres-
ent invention in . detai] ;s that ‘those skilled in
the art will understand the same but my inven-

~tion is limited only by the scope of the appended

claims.
What 1 cla1m as new and desire to protect by

1. A pamt brush of the character described
comprising -a-handle and a two-section head each
having -a body portion and a set of bristles se-
cured ‘théreto, one head section being secured to
the handle and the handle comprising: an. exten-
sion of the.two sections: running. parallel: fo said
bristles; the section: carrying the handle having.a .
tongue.extending into.a groove of the:second se¢-
tion said tongue. and.groove being on.axes parallel
to said: bristles;.and a.single fastening neans ex~
tending. through :said -bedy; portion -te hold the
head section in adjusted position. -

-2, A paint-brush-as defined in claim 1. Whe in
said groove is relatively longer-t said tongue
whereby to permit transverse alignment-of ends
of said.: bristles. or -preojection of exther set; of:
bristles beyond the other.: &

. -3.-A paint brush :comprising .a pa,lr o;f brush
heads-with flat.sides, each carrying bristles, and
disposed . with .their fiat- sides-together; said-flat
sides having atongue.and groove running longi-
tudinally of the paint brush, a longltudmal slot:
being: brovided .in said. groove and 4 hole in -said
tongue, -a single . fastening - means.. extending
through, said slot; and hole,.and g handle integral

. with .one of said heads angd shaped-to comprise;

65

Justed

substantially & continuation -of - both heads, sald
handle and - tongue -and.. grogve hei ’

other, - the sa,id grooye being und
tongue extending into the; undercqt,.p
of, whereby the two heads may be adjus
respect £0 ;each.- other . longltudmally

qu
the heads.in a pqsltwn to Whl,ch Lhey a.re a,d-

4 A, aiht brush of the

allel to each other ‘nd p
said head sections, the sai g
substantially the, weight, balance and size of )
generally cor 'fspondmg ,smgle head sect,lon brush

. ERNEST L. HAWKINS, -




