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This invention relates to an enclosure for a sanitary
container to be used by cats in the house.

A principal object of the invention is to provide an en-
closure for a sanitary container which will be neat in ap-
pearance and which will conceal the sanitary container
without impairing the accessibility of the container to
Cats. The enclosure will be attractive to cats and can
be ornamented, or decorated.

A further object is to provide such an enclosure which
is light and can be moved casily but which will prevent
a person from stepping into, or overturning, the sanitary
container, yet the enclosure itself can not readily be over-
turned.

It is also an object to provide an enclosure for such
a sanitary container which will be of ample size, which
will conceal the sanitary container, and yet which will be
relatively unobtrusive,

A further object is to provide an installaticn of a sani-
tary container in an enclosure of a construction such that
the litter or sand will be retained in the container, and can
not readily be kicked out of the container into the housing
or into the room in which the housing is located. Never-
theless, such container can be removed easily from the
enclosure for replacement of the litter or sand, and for
cleaning.

It is also an object to provide such a sanitary container
and enclosure which is made of inexpensive material and
construction, but which is durable and serviceable.

Another object is to prevent the sanitary container from
being displaced, or removed, from the enclosure inad-
vertently even when the enclosure is moved from one
place to another in a room.

'The foregoing objects can be accomplished by provid-
ing an enclosure in the form of a réctangular box having
a closed top and bottom, and three upright side walls, the
fourth upright side being open. In this box is housed a
sanitary container in the form of a tray which is shallow,
as compared to the height of the box, such box being of
a height several times as great as the depth of the tray,
such as five or six times as great. A retaining lip pro-
jects from the inner side of the wall opposite the open
side of the box, extending horizontally and spaced from
the bottom of the box a distance such as to accommodate
below and behind it one side of the tray. The opposite
side of the tray adjacent to the open side of the box has
an inwardly extending flange.

FIGURE lisatop perspective of the enclosure housing
the sanitary container.

FIGURE 2 is a horizontal section through the enclosure
at a location above the sanitary container taken on line
2—2 of FIGURE 3, and FIGURE 3 is a vertical section
through the enclosure and sanitary container taken on
line 3-—3 of FIGURE 2.

FIGURE 4 is a top perspective of the sanitary con-
tainer removed from the enclosure.

Exposed and uncovered sanitary containers in a house
for use by cats are unsightly and annoying. They are
aesthetically obnexious and constifute a nuisance because
sand or litter from them is inclined to be scattered on
the floor by a cat, and are even dangerous because if one
should step on the rim the person could be caused to fali,
or at least the sand or litter would be spilled to a greater
or lesser extent. By housing the sanitary container in
an enclosure, it can be concealed both during use and
wien not in use and is protected from being stepped in,
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2
tipped over, or spilled, even by a person walking in the
dark.

The preferred type of enclosure 1, as shown in FIG-
URES 1, 2 and 3, is of rectangular box shape having a
closed top 2, a closed bottom 3, and upright walls 4, 5
and 6 closing three of the upright sides. The fourth
upright side is open over its full extent. While such a
box, or housing, can be made in various sizes, it should
be constructed of ample capacity such as having a height
of 24", a width of 14”, and a length of 18"". A housing
with these dimensions would provide a full side opening
18" in length and 24"’ in height.’

It is preferred that the open upright side be open over
its entire length and height so that a sanitary container
in the form of a tray 7 which-is of a length and width
nearly equal to the length and widih ‘of the housing so
as to fit closely in it, can be inserted through the open
side. - Having such side open throughout its entire height
also provides easier and more atiractive access to the
container for a cat. The container or tray-may be about
4" in depth, one-sixth of the height of the housing 1.

By making the tray 7 of a width and length nearly equal
to the width and length of the container so as to fit
snugly within it, there is much less tendency for litter
or sand to be kicked by a cat from the tray into the space
between the walls of the tray and the walls of the housing
because the width of such space is' small and the litter or
sand would tend to rebound from the inner surfaces of the
walls back into the tray. A flange 8 which may be
about 2’ in width projecting inwardly from the side wall
of the tray adjacent to the open side of the housing 1 will
deter sand or litter from being: kicked out of the tray
into the room by a cat,

It is preferred that the housing 1 and tray 7 be made
of light- material such as sheet steel, or aluminum, or
plastic, so that it can be moved about; carried and
handled easily. When the housing is moved- while the
tray is in place within it, it is undesirable, however, for
the tray to be able to slide out of the housing. Conse-
quently, interengaging means are provided for retaining
the tray in the housing against inadvertent displacement.
Such interengaging or retaining means is illustrated as a
strip $ extending horizontally across the length of the
enclosure, and having its upper edge portion secured to
the inner surface of the wali 5 opposite the open side of
the enclosure at a height above the bottom 3 slightly
greater than the depth of the tray 7.

The lower edge portion 10 of the strip 9 is offset in-
wardly from the upper edge portion to form a groove be-
tween such lower edge portion and the wall 5 of a width
slightly greater than the thickness of a side of the tray 7.
Also, the ends of this strip will stop short of the walls 4
and 6 a distance slightly greater than the thickness of the
tray’s end walls. When the tray is in place in the hous-
ing as shown in full lines in FIGURES 1, 2 and 3, the
upper edge of the tray wall remote from the flange § is
received behind the lower edge portion 16 of the strip so
that such edge portion constitutes a lip overlapping the
upper portion of such tray side. This lip prevents inad-
vertent outward movement of the tray and prevents the
tray from being intentionally removed by being pulled
straight out of the housing. Also, any sand which may be
kicked by a cat from the tray 7 against the wall 5 and
which slides down the wall, will be deflected by the lip 16
back into the tray instead of falling between the enclosure
wall and the side of the tray adjacent to it,

While the lip 10 retains the fray 7 in the housing
against inadvertent displacement, the tray can be removed
easily from the container by tilting upward the edge of
the tray adjacent to the open side of the housing, as
indicated in broken lines in FIGURE 3, until the upper
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edge of the tray side adjacent to the enclosure wall 5 has
been depressed sufficiently to pass under the lip 16. The
tray and housing may be tilted relatively by tilting the
tray up and the housing toward its open side simultane-
ously. The tray may then be drawn outward so that its
contents can be replaced and the tray cleaned. Con-
versely, the tray can easily be inserted again into the
housing by tilting it into the attitude shown in broken
lines in FIGURE 3, and sliding it rearward until the
npper edge portion of its side adjacent to the lip passes
beneath the lip. The tray may then be swung downward
in the direction indicated by the arrow in FIGURE 3
into the solid line position, in which position the tray is
locked by the lip. If desired, the enclosure 1 can be
tilted toward its open side somewhat during such manipu-
lation of the tray so that the tray can be held more
nearly horizontal.

The flange 8 not only constitutes a barrier to sand or
litter being kicked from the tray out into the room, but
it serves to stiffen greatly the side of the tray which is
grasped when it is being inserted into, or removed from,
the enclosure so that the tray will be stable even though
it is made of comparatively light and flimsy sheet ma-
terial and may contain a substantial weight of sand.

After the tray 7 has been assembled in the housing 1
in the manner described so that the upper portion of the
tray wall opposite flange 8 has been received behind the
overlapping lip 10, the enclosure may be lifted and placed
in a room with its open side adjacent to a wall of the room
and spaced from such wall six or eight inches, When the
housing is in this position the sanitary container 7, as
well as the open side of the enclosure, are concealed com-
pletely from view by a person in the room. The space
between the enclosure and the wall will be ample, how-
ever, for a cat to walk between the enclosure and wall
and enter the housing through the open side. By making
the width of the housing perpendicular to the plane of
the open side less than the length of the housing parallel
to the open side, the enclosure will project into the room
less than it otherwise would, yet will be of adequate size
so that a cat will enter the housing without hesitancy
even though its open side is facing an adjacent wall of
the room.
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The enclosure is sufficiently high, not only to provide an
interior of ample size, but will be high enough so that 2
person cannot inadvertently step on it when walking
through the room, and the sanitary container within the
housing will thus be protected from being stepped in, or
stepped upon, or from being kicked sufficiently to cause
sand or litter to be spilled from it, or to be tipped over.
If the housing should be kicked the retaining lip 10 of
the strip 9 will retain the tray securely in place in the
housing.

I claim as my invention:

1. A cat sanitary container and an enclosure therefor
comprising a housing having closed top, a closed boitom
and side walls connecting said top and said bottom, one
upright side of said housing being open, a lip carried by
and projecting inward from the wall opposite such open
side of said housing and spaced upward from said housing
bottom, and a tray received in the bottom portion of said
housing and having an upstanding side with its upper por-
tion engaged between said lip and said opposite wall pre-
venting inadvertent movement of said tray toward the
open side of said housing, and said upstanding side being
of a height such as to be lowered below said lip by tilting
of said tray effected by raising the side opposite said lip
to release said tray for removal from said housing through
such open side.

2. The cat sanitary container and enclosure defined in
claim 1, in which the open upright side of the housing is
open above the corresponding side of the tray to a height
several times as great as the height of said correspond-
ing tray side.

3. The cat sanitary container and enclosure defined in
claim 1, and a flange on the upper portion of the tray
side corresponding to the open upright side of the hous-
ing, which flange projects inwardly from such tray side.
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