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8 Claims. 

This invention relates to a toy football game 
and an object of the invention is to provide such 
a game which may be played under regular play 
ing rules to the end that the players may instinc 

6 tively acquire a knowledge of the game as it is 
ordinarily played, thereby training the minds of 
the players and familiarizing them with the 
game of football. 
: A further object of the invention is to provide 

10 a toy football game comprising a member marked 
off to represent a football field and having an up 
right Wall positioned at one side of said member 
provided with suitable apertures through which 
a miniature football may be projected. 
A further object is to provide a toy football 

game comprising a member adapted to simulate a 
football field and means thereon for recording 
the plays of the game, and a box-like structure 
being arranged at one side thereof and provided 
With Spaced-apart apertures through which a 
miniature football may be projected by a mechan 
ical kicker stationed at the opposite side of the 
field, and which is adapted to be operated by the 
players, and wing members being hinged to said 

25 box-like structure. 
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20 

A further object is to provide a game of the 
character described including a mechanical 
kicker mounted upon a portable base whereby the 
kicker may be moved about from place to place 
by the player, and a tee being adjustably sup 
ported upon said base member adapted to support 
a miniature football in proper position for the 
kicker to kick it and project it in a direction to 
wards a perforated wall, and the adjustability of 
the tee upon the base permitting the player to 
position the ball thereon in Such a manner that 
the kicker may be caused to project the ball 
through a selected opening in said perforated 
Wall. 

Other objects of the invention reside in the 
general construction of the apparatus whereby it 
may be folded into a compact package or bundle 
When not in use; in the construction of the box 
like structure into which the football may be 
projected through the apertures provided in the 
front wall thereof, in the means provided for caus 
ing the ball to be discharged from said structure 
when projected through an aperture in the front 
wall thereof, in the novel means provided for re 
cording the movement of an imaginary team 
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upon the football field or gridiron, and whereby 
an accurate record may be kept of the yards 
gained and lost by each player; and in the gen 

55 eral construction of the kicker and the adjust 

understood that the invention is not confined to 

(C. 273-94) 
able tee whereon the football is placed for the 
kicker to kick it. . . 
Other objects of the invention will appear from 

the following description and accompanying 
drawings and will be pointed out in the annexed 
claims. In the accompanying drawings, there has been 
disclosed a structure designed to carry out the 
various objects of the invention, but it is to be 
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the exact features shown as various changes may 
be made within the Scope of the claims which 
follow. 

In the drawings: 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of the apparatus 70 

showing it set up ready for play; 
Figure 2 is a vertical sectional view showing the 

box-like structure; , Figure 3 is a perspective view showing the 
game completely folded; 

Figure 4 is an enlarged detail view showing the 
member upon which the plays are recorded; 

Figure 5 is a front view of the kicker showing 
a miniature football positioned upon the tee; 

Figure 6 is a plan view of Figure 7; 
Figure 7 is a vertical sectional view on the 

line 7-7 of Figure 5; 
Figure 8 is a bottom view of Figure 7; 
Figure 9 is a detail sectional view on the line 

9-9 of Figure 6, showing how the football may 
be relatively adjusted upon the base member of 
the kicker by adjusting the position of the tee 
thereon and tilting the ball upon the tee; 

Figure i0 is a view illustrating a modified con 
struction wherein the play, recording member 90 
shown in the previous figures is attached to the 
box-like structure; Figure 11 is a vertical sectional view of Fig 
lure 10, showing a flexible member positioned 
within the box-like structure adapted to be im 
pinged by the ball and to prevent rebounding 
thereof; and Figure 12 is an enlarged detail view on the line 
12-12 of Figure 11. 
The novel toy football game featured in this 100 

invention comprises a box-like structure 60 in 
cluding front and rear walls 61 and 62, respec 
tively, and provided at its bottom with an in 
clined plate 63. Wings 64 are suitably hinged 

75 

80 

85 

to the forward corners of the structure and func-105 
tion to retain the apparatus in an upright op 
erative position, as shown in Figures 1 and 2. 
The front wall 61 is provided with a plurality 

of suitably shaped apertures 65, 66, 67, 68, and 69, 
preferably arranged as shown in Figure 1. An 110 
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elongated opening 70 is provided in the front 
Wall 14 at the bottom of the structure, 
A suitable board 71, which in the present in 

stance, is detached from the structure 60, is 
adapted to be placed upon the table or floor upon 
which the game is to be played, a predetermined 
distance from the front wall 61 of the structure, 
as best shown in Figure 1. A portion of the 
Surface of this board is marked off to represent 
a football field or gridiron, as indicated at 72 
in Figures 1 and 4, and the yard lines are pref 
erably noted as shown, so as to indicate the exact 
position of the football on the field, while in play. 
Two rows of holes or apertures 73 and 74 are 

provided in the board, and the spacing between 
the holes in each row preferably represents one 
yard. A U-shaped member 75, preferably formed 
of wire, has its legs spaced apart “ten yards.' 
This member is inserted into two of the apertures 
in, for example, the row 73, as shown in Figure 
4, and indicates the usual ten yards to be made 
by the player to retain the ball. A suitable peg 
76 is adapted to be inserted into the holes in the 
row 74, and indicates the exact position of the 
ball upon the gridiron. 

Plays common to the game of football such, 
for example, as 'End Run', 'Field Goal', 'For 
Ward Pass', 'Line Play', and “Penalty', are 
preferably printed upon the surface of the board 
71, as indicated in Figures 1 and 4, and each 
such expression may be accompanied by a symbol 
denoting the yardage gained or lost for each 
play. 
An important feature of the invention resides 

in the means provided for projecting the minia 
ture football 49 towards the upright or apertured 
Wall 61 and through a selected aperture therein. 
To thus project the ball, a mechanical kicker is 
provided comprising a body portion 33, repre 
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Senting a football player, and here shown hav 
ing the left leg 34 suitably Secured to a portable 
base 35 which is movable about the table or floor 
adjacent to the board 72, as indicated by the full 
and dotted lines in Figure 1. The right leg 36 
of the kicker is shown hinged to the body por 
tion by means of a short shaft 37 mounted for 
rocking movement and having a segmental pin 
ion 38 terminally secured thereto, as shown in 
Figures 5 and 7. A rack bar 39 is slidable in 
suitable bearings provided in the fixed leg 34 
and is in constant mesh with the pinion 38, as 
best shown in Figure 7. 
The lower end of the rack bar 39 is adapted to 

engage a suitable spring 41 secured to the upper 
wall of the base 35 by such means as rivets 42. 
Anotch 43 is provided in the rack bar 39 adapted 
to receive one end of a slide 44 mounted for slid 
ing movement. On the upper wall of the base 35, 
as will readily be understood by reference to 
Figures 7 and 8. When the slide 44 is engaged 
with the notch 43 in the rack bar 39, the leg 36 
of the kicker will be positioned as shown in full 
lines in Figure 7, ready for action, 
A small trigger 45 is pivoted to a bracket 46 

situated within the base 35, and projects through 
a slot 47 in the upper wall of the base where it 
may be actuated by the operator as will readily 
be understood by reference to Figure 7. When 
the trigger is moved from the full to the dotted 
line position, shown in Figure 7, the slide 44 will 
be moved out of engagement with the notch 43 
in the rack bar, thereby permitting the spring 
41 to suddenly move the rack bar upwardly with 
the result that the movable leg 36 will be swung 
from the full to the dotted line position, in 

1,954,888 
Figure 7. To return the leg 36 to its operative 
position as shown in full lines, the player or Oper 
ator will manually Swing the leg backwardly, 
whereupon a small tension spring 48 will cause 
the slide 44 to move into locking engagement 
with the notch 43 and thus lock the leg 36 in 
Operative position. A cover plate 50 provides a 
closure for the bottom of the base 35. 
Another feature resides in the means provided 

for supporting the miniature football 49 in posi 
tion to be engaged by the leg 36. Such means 
is shown in Figures 5, 6, 7, and 9, inclusive, and 
comprises a tee 51 slidably mounted upon the 
upper Wall of the base 35 by such means as screws 
or pins 52, movable in a slot 53. The slot 53 
permits the tee to be moved in a direction length 
wise of the base 35, as indicated by the dotted 
lines in Figure 9. In other words, by means of 
this slot, the ball may be moved towards or away 
from the player to control the flight of the ball 
when it is struck by the toe of the leg 36. The 
tee, it will be noted, is also provided with a socket 
or depression 54 adapted to receive and support 
the football 49. By means of the tee, the position 
of the ball may be adjusted with respect to the 
movable leg 36 of the kicker, as indicated by the 
full and dotted lines in Figure 9, so as to permit 
the player to project the ball at and through a 
Selected aperture in the wall 61, as indicated by 
the dotted lines in Figure 1. 
By properly adjusting the tee upon the base 35 

of the kicker, and positioning the ball at the 
proper angle upon the tee, the kicker may be 
caused to project the ball through a selected 
aperture provided, of course, that the kicker is 
also accurately alined with the chosen aperture, 
By changing the position of the tee upon the base 
and also the angle of the ball upon the tee, the 
ball may be caused to travel at high or low ele 
vation, as desired, indicated by the broken lines in Figure 1. 
The Wings 64 are suitably hinged to the box 

like structure 60 so that they may be spread out 
as shown in Figure 1 to provide means for inter 
rupting the travel of the ball, should the player 
accidentally miss the apertured wall 61, when 
manipulating the kicker 33. The wings 64 may 
also be folded against the front wall 61, when 
the game is not in use, as shown in Figure 3, 
whereby the apparatus may be folded into a Small 
compact box-like parcel which may be stored in 
a comparatively small space when not in use. 
The surfaces of the wing members 64 and also 
the exposed surface of the apertured wall 61 may 
be provided with suitable designs or figures rep 
resenting, football players, as best shown in Fig 
lure 1. ' 
In playing the game, one of the players will 

place the football 49 upon the tee 51 and operate 
the kicker to cause it to project the ball from 
the tee in a direction towards the perforated 
wall 61. Preferably, the player, before operat 
ing the kicker, calls his play and the number of 
yards he wishes to gain which, of course, Will 
determine the aperture through which he expects 
to project the ball. For example, if the player 
calls a "forward pass of twenty yards', he must 
project the football through the aperture 67 in 
the wall 61 in order to complete the pass. If he 
is unsuccessful in his attempt to project the ball 
through the aperture 67, he must take a loss of 
one-half the number of yards called, or ten yards. 
This simple rule may apply to all plays. If a 
player accidentally projects the ball through the 
penalty aperture 68, he must suffer a loss of five 
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yards. The position of the ball upon the field 
is indicated by the peg 76, and the necessary 
yards to be gained will be indicated upon the 
board 71 by means of the U-shaped member 75. 
Each operation of the kicker may be considered 
the equivalent of a down, so that the player oper 
ating the kicker must make a gain of the required 
number of yards in four attempts, or four downs. 
If he fails to gain the required number of yards, 
he loses the ball and the next player proceeds. 
It will thus be seen that the game may be played 
in a manner very similar to a regular football 
gaine. 

Figures 10, 11, and 12 illustrate a modified 
construction comprising a member 2, preferably 
of flat material such, for example, as card board, 
and having a portion of its surface marked off 
to simulate a football field or gridiron. The end 
portion 3 of the base member is preferably laid 
off in areas 4 and 5, from which the players must 
shoot or kick the ball, when projecting the latter 
through space. 
An elongated cleat or strip 6, preferably of 

wood, is secured to the base member 2 in the posi 
tion shown in Figures 10 and 11. This cleat is 
laid off in yard lines in a manner similar to the 
board 71, shown in Figures 1 and 4. A series of 
sockets or perforations 7 are provided in the cleat 
6 lengthwise thereof, and these are preferably 
spaced one yard apart and are adapted to receive 
pegs 8, as shown in Figure 12. The pegs are used 
to indicate the position of the ball upon the field 
and the yardage gained or lost by the player. 
A box-like structure 10 is provided at One end 

of the base member 2, and comprises a back wall 
9, top wall 11, bottom 12, side walls 13, and the 
front wall 14, the latter being provided with a 
plurality of apertures here shown numbered 15 to 
27, inclusive, as best shown in Figure 10. These 
apertures are preferably of various shapes and 
sizes, and are located in different positions in the 
wall 14. The lower edge 28 of the front Wall 14 
is spaced from the base member 2 to permit the 
football to be discharged from the interior of the 
structure 10, when projected through a selected 
aperture in the wall 14. 
A flexible member 29 is disposed within the box 

like structure between the front and rear Walls 
14 and 9, respectively, as shown in Figure 11, and 
has its upper edge suitably secured to the top wall 
11 and its lower edge secured to an inclined plate 
31, arranged over the bottom 12. - 
Wing members 32 are hinged to the box-like 

structure 10 at opposite sides of the base member 
2 and are adapted to be swung Outwardly to the 
positions shown in Figures 1 and 2. The perfo 
rated wall 14 may have printed thereon figures 
representing football players, such a figure pref 
erably being provided at each aperture. 
The base member 2 is preferably provided with 

a section 55 situated between the cleat 6 and a 
line 56, as shown in Figures i and 2, upon which 
may be noted the various positions played by the 
members of each team as, for example, "Left half 
back, Quarterback, Right half-back, Center, Full 
back, etc.' Corresponding positions are likewise 
noted upon the upright wall 14, beneath the aper 
tures provided therein, as shown in Figure 1. Be 
neath the positions noted upon the Section 55, 
may be. printed various plays of the game in a 
manner similar to that denoted upon the board 71. 
The flexible member 29 provided within the 

box-like structure 10 functions to cushion the ball 
to prevent it from rebounding backwardly 
through an aperture in the wall 14. When the 

3. 
ball passes through one of the apertures in the 

', front wall 14, it will impinge against the member 
29 and drop by gravity onto the inclined plate 31, 
and thence outwardly onto the base member 2, 
where it may be retrieved by the player. 
The apparatus disclosed in Figures. 10 and 11 

, is preferably constructed of sheet material Such 
as suitable card board, and the sections thereof 
are hinged together, as indicated at 57, 58, and 
59, in the drawings, so that when the apparatus 
is not in use, it may be folded into a compact 
bundle for Convenient storage. 
We claim as our invention: . 
1. A base having a kicker mounted thereon and 

adapted to kick a miniature football, a tee mount 
ed for horizontal sliding movement upon said base 
and having a socket therein of sufficient depth 
and of suitable shape to support an oval shaped 
football in various positions to be kicked by said 
kicker means for attaching the tee to the base 
and guiding it in its sliding movement, the rela 
tive position of the ball On: Said tee, and the rel 
ative position of the tee on said base determining 
the path traveled by the football when projected 
from the tee by the kicker. 

2. A base having a mechanical kicker mounted 
thereon, said kicker comprising a body portion 
simulating a football player and provided with 
a movable leg, means for actuating said leg, a tee 
mounted upon Said base means for adjustably at 
taching the tee to the base whereby it is movable 
in a horizontal direction towards and away from 
said movable leg, a concave seatin said tee adapt 
ed to receive and support a miniature football, 
said tee permitting the ball to be positioned at 110 
various angles, and the relative position of the tee 
upon the base and the angularity of the ball upon 
the tee determining the path traveled by the ball 
when projected from the tee by the movable leg 
of the kicker. 15 

3. A base having a mechanical kicker 
mounted thereon, said kicker comprising a body 
portion simulating a football player and provided 
with a spring-actuated leg, a tee mounted upon 
said base and movable in a direction towards 120 
and away from said movable leg, a concaved 
seat in said tee adapted to receive and support a 
miniature football, said tee permitting the ball 
to be positioned at various angles headed pins 
engaging with the tee and extending through 125 
a slot in the base for adjustably securing the 
tee to the base, and the relative position of the 
tee upon said base and the angularity of the ball 
upon the tee determining the path traveled by 
the ball when projected from the tee by said 180 
kicker means for retaining said movable leg in 
operative position, and means for releasing said 
retaining means. 

4. In a toy football game, a base having a 
mechanical kicker mounted thereon, said kicker 35 
comprising a body portion simulating a foot 
ball player and pruvided with a spring-actuated 
leg having a pinion Secured thereto, a rack bar 
movable in said body portion and having a spring 
constantly urging it in One direction, a trip for 
retaining said rack bar and said leg in an op 
erative position, a tee mounted upon said base 
and adaptad to receive and support a football 
in a position to be kicked by said leg when the 
latter is released, and a trigger adapted to be 
actuated by the player to release said trip, where 
by said spring-actuated leg will be operated to 
cause it to strike the ball and project the latter 
from the tee. 

5. In a toy football game, a base having a 150 
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4. 
mechanical kicker mounted thereon, said kicker 
having a body portion simulating a football play 
er and provided with a movable leg and a fixed 
leg, a horizontal pivot for said movable leg, a 
member in said fixed leg engaged with said pivot 
and projecting into said base, means on the 
base for supporting a miniature football, and 
means within the base for Operating said mem 
ber whereby Said movable leg Will be actuated to 
project said ball from said ball-supporting means. 

6. In a toy football game, a base having a 
mechanical kicker mounted thereon, Said kicker 
comprising a body portion simulating a football 
player Supported upon a fixed leg secured to said 
base, a leg movably mounted on said body por 
tion and having a horizontal pivot, a member 
mounted for Wertical movement within Said fixed 
leg and having its upper portion operatively 
connected with said pivot, means within the 
base constantly urging said member in a direc 
tion to actuate Said movable leg, means for Sup 
porting a miniature football upon said base in 
position to be kicked by said movable leg, a detent 
adapted to lock said member in operative posi 
tion, and means for moving said detent out of 
locking engagement with said member where 
by the latter will be operated to cause said mov 
able leg to project the ball from said ball-sup 
porting means. 

7. In a toy football game, a base having a 
mechanical kicker mounted thereon, said kicker 

1954,838 
comprising a body portion simulating a football 
player having a fixed leg and a movable leg, a 
pivot for said movable leg, a member mounted 
for up and down movement within Said fixed 
leg, and having its upper portion operatively 
connected with said pivot, a spring within the 
base constantly urging said member in a direc 
tion to thrust said movable leg for Wardly, means 
for supporting a miniature football upon said 
base in position to be kicked by said movable 
leg, a notch in the lower end of said member, a 
detent adapted to engage said notch and lock 
said member in operative position, and means for 
moving said detent out of locking engagement 
with said member whereby the latter will be 
operated by said spring and cause said mov 
able leg to project the ball from Said ball-Sup 
porting means. 

8. In a toy, the combination of a base having 
a slot therein, a tee slidably mounted on the 
base, fastening members secured to the tee and 
projecting through said slot and having en 
largements on the under side of the base for at 
taching the tee to the base, and a kicker mounted 
on said base adapted to kick an object positioned 
On Said tee, the arrangement being Such that the 
tee may be adjusted to place the object in differ 
ent positions for receiving the blow. 

CHARLES A. WOOLSEY. 
HENRY W. BOWMAN. 
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