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To all whom it may concerh:

Beitknownthat I, EDWARD PUFR, & citizen
of the United States, residing at Montgom-
ery, in the county of Orange and State of New
York, have invented a new and useful But-
tonhole-Moistener, of which the following is a
specification.

This invention relates to a device for mois-
tening buttonholes.

The object of the invention is to provide a
device formoistening the inner edges of a but-
tonhole without dampening or soiling the ma-
terial adjacent thereto.

Figurel of the accompanying drawings rep-
resents a perspective view of this improved
buttonhole-moistener ready for use. Fig. 2
represents a longitudinal vertical section
thereof. TFig. 3 represents a plan view of the
moistening end of this device, showing the
guide for opening the buttonhole. Fig. 4 rep-
resents a transverse section of the tube taken
on line 4 4 of Fig. 2.

The same reference-numerals indicate cor-
responding parts in all the figures.

The device as illustrated comprises a tube
10, formed of any suitable material, such as
glass or metal. This tube has a reduced por-
tion forming a neck 11, which is provided
with peripheral perforations, as 12. An an-
nular shoulder 13 is formed at the juncture
of the neck 11 with the tube-body 10, against
which the edge of a buttonhole is adapted to
abut, and thus prevent the deviece from be-
ing inserted too far.

The device when viewed in side elevation
orlongitudinal section, asillustrated in Figs.
1 and 2 of the drawings, is tapered at each
end of the neck, the tapered portions pre-
senting curved edges, as clearly shown in
Fig. 2. The outer portion or head 15 is ta-
pered and flattened to form a wedge-shaped
guide or buttonhole-opener 15, and this gen-
eral taper, which is clearly shown in Fig. 3,
enables the head to bereadily passed through
a buttonhole, and after the head has been
passed through the same the device is par-
tially rotated and the edges of the fabric at
the buttonhole are centered or held at the
perforations of the meck by the said oppo-
sitely-tapered portions to enable the moisture
to be applied to the edges of the fabrie.

The tube-body 10 is preferably provided at
its outer open end with an'annular rib 16,
adapted to engage a flexible bulb, now to be
described. "

A bulb 20 of the form usually employed
forfillersfor fountain-pens is preferably made
of rubber and is adapted to surround the
outer open end of the tube 10 and engage the
rib 16 thereon, whereby accidental displace-
ment is prevented.

In the use of this device the perforated end
thereof is inserted in a liquid, preferably wa-
ter, and the tube 10 is filled therewith by suc-
tion caused by compressing the bulb 20 and
then releasing it in the ordinary manner.
The wedge-like head or guide 15 is then pro-
jected through a buttonhole of any article

‘which requires the buttonhole thereof to be

moistened—such as laundered collars, cuffs,
shirts, and the like—until the edge thereof
abuts against the shoulder 13. The bulb 20
is then slightly compressed, while the tube is
revolved slowly, and the inner edge of the
buttonhole is moistened to any desired de-
gree, whereby it may be easily manipulated-—
as, for instance, preparatory to buttoning a
garment.

I claim as my invention—

1. A buttonhole-moistener comprising a
tube provided .at one end with a head and
having a reduced neck connecting the head
with the tube and adapted tolie within a but-
tonhole during the moistening operation and
provided with a perforation, and means for
foreing aliquid through the perforation, sub-
stantially as described.

2. A buttonhole - moistener comprising a
tube open at one end and provided at its
other end with a reduced neck, an annular
shoulder disposed between said mneck and
tube, and a wedge-shaped guide attached to
said neck, said neck having peripheral per-
forations therein. :

In testimony that I c¢laim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

EDWARD PUFF.

Wiftnesses:
J. B. LAWSON;
CHARLES TICE.
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