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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JoHN B. Owens, a 

citizen of the United States of America, re 
siding at Zanesville, in the county of Mus 
kingum and State of Ohio, have invented 
new and useful Improvements in Facing 
Tiles, of which the following is a specifica 
tion. - 

The present invention relates to improve 
ments in facing tiles. o o 
The invention has for one of its objects to 

provide a tile of this character, the rear Slr 
face of which shall be formed with means 
whereby the tile may be rigidly secured in 
position upon the application of the same to 
a wall or other structure. 

provide a facing tile of this character, the 
rear surface of which shall be provided with 
means whereby lateral displacement of the 
tile in any direction is prevented after the 
same has been placed in position, the Said 
rear surface being formed in such a manner 
as to prevent accumulation of air between 
the tile and the wall, and to enable the tile 
to firmly grip the wall. 
To these ends the invention contemplates 

a tile provided upon its rear surface with a 
holding bar, each end of which is formed to 
provide a gripping, element, each of Said 
gripping elements being substantially in 
closed by and spaced from a pair of trian 
gular-shaped gripping members, which lat 
ter are formed upon the rear surface of the 
tile and in longitudinal alinement with the 
holding bar; the tile being also provided at 
each of its longitudinal edges with a posi 
tioning bar arranged in parallel relation to 
the holding bar. 
With the above and other objects in view, 

the invention consists in the construction, 
combination, and arrangement of parts, 
hereinafter set forth in, and falling within 
the scope of the appended claims. 
In the accompanying drawings, which 

form a portion of this specification; Figure 
1 is a bottom plan view of a tile constructed 
in accordance with the present invention. Fig. 2 is a perspective view of one end of 
the same. Fig. 3 is a transverse section on 
the line 3-3 of Fig. 1, and Fig. 4 is a longi 
tudinal section on the line 4-4 of Fig. 1. 

Referring more particularly to the accom 
panying drawings, in which like reference 
characters designate similar parts through 
out the several views, the letter A designates 
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a tile constructed of any suitable or pre 
ferred material and provided upon its front 
surface with the usual facing or coating. 
The rear surface of the tile A is designated 
by the numeral 1, and is provided with a 
plurality of holding bars 2, extending, pref 
erably, longitudinally of the tile, and spaced 
from each other as shown. These bars 2 are 
formed integral with the rear surface of the 
tile and project upwardly therefrom and the 
Outer ones of the bars 2 terminate short of 
the lateral edges of the tile. At their ends 
the Outer ones of the holding bars 2 are 
formed to provide gripping elements 3 
which latter are substantially V-shaped and 
are spaced inwardly of the longitudinal 

A further object of the invention is to sides of the bars 2. The longitudinal sides 
of the bars 2 are beveled downwardly as 
shown at 4 as are also the side edges of the 
gripping members 3 as shown at 5. These 
beveled portions 4 and 5 merge into each 
other at a point 6 upon the bars incident to 
the position of the gripping elements 3 
thereof. 
Adjacent each gripping element 3 of the 

outer bars 2 is a pair of triangular-shaped 
gripping members 7. Each one of the mem 
bers 7 constituting a pair is arranged in par 
allel relation with the other one of said pair 
and is provided with downwardly beveled 
inner and Outer sides 8 and 9 respectively 
which latter merge into the point 10 of the 
triangle. Each pair of the gripping mem 
bers 7, it will be seen, substantially inclose 
a gripping element 3 and the beveled sides 
of the said gripping members coöperate with 
the correspondingly formed sides 5 of the 
elements 3 whereby in the application, of 
the tile to the wall or other support, these 
several members will coöperate to securely 
fasten the tile to its support and prevent ac 
cumulation of air between the rear surface 
of the tile and the said support. 
The central one of the longitudinally ar 

ranged bars 2 is shown as extending the full 
length of the tile and having downwardly 
beveled longitudinal edges 11 similar to 
the sides 4 of the outer bars 2. This central 
bar 2, although shown as extending the full 
length of the tile, may be also provided with 
gripping elements similar to the elements 3 
of the outer bars, if such is deemed desirable. 
At its longitudinal edges and in parallel 

relation with the bars 2 the rear surface 1 
of the tile is formed to provide positioning 
bars 12 which latter project upwardly from 
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the rear surface 1 and are provided with 
downwardly inclined inner faces 13, and 
have inclined upper surfaces 14 merging 
into the rear surface 1 of the tile. From this 
construction it will be seen that movement 
of the tile in any direction, after the same 
has been applied to its support, is prevented. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim and desire to secure by Letters-Pat 
ent, is: 

1. A tile provided upon its rear surface 
with a holding bar, a gripping element 
formed at each end of said holding bar, 
pairs of spaced parallel triangular-shaped 
gripping members formed upon the rear 
surface of the tile and spaced from said 
gripping elements, and a positioning bar 
formed upon the rear face of the tile at the 
longitudinal edge thereof and in parallel 
relation with said holding bar. 

2. A tile provided upon its rear surface 
with a holding bar, gripping elements 
formed at each end of said holding bar, 
pairs of triangular-shaped gripping ele 
ments formed upon the rear surface of the 
tile and substantially inclosing said grip 
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ping elements and spaced therefrom, and a 
positioning bar formed upon the rear face 
of the tile at the longitudinal edges thereof 
and in parallel relation with said holding 
bar. 

3. A tile provided upon its rear surface 
with a holding bar, a gripping element 
formed at each end of said holding bar, and 
pairs of triangular-shaped gripping mem 
bers formed upon the rear surface of the 
tile for coöperation with said gripping ele 
ments in the application of the tile to a Sup 
ort. 

p 4. A tile provided upon its rear surface 
with a holding bar, a gripping element 
formed upon said holding bar, and pairs of 
triangular shaped gripping members formed 
upon the rear surface of the tile for coöper 
ation with said gripping element in the ap 
plication of the tile to a support. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature 

in presence of two witnesses. 
JOHN B. OWENS. 

Witnesses: 
H. B. OwBNs, 
J. E. WARD. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. C.’ 
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