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To all whom it may concern: . 
Beit known that I, JoSEPHINE DIEL, of the 

city of St. Louis, in the State of Missouri, have 
invented a certain new and useful Improve 
ment in Abdominal Supporters, of which the 
following is a full, clear, and exact descrip 
tion, reference being had to the accompanying 
drawings, forming part of this specification. 
My supporter is intended for use during 

pregnancy, and the treatment of prolapsus 
uteri, and of rupture in either sex. 

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective 
view of my improvement. Fig. 2 is a detail 
outside view, showing the way of supporting 
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the pad for the treatment of rupture. Fig. 3 
is a detail, showing a view of the pad or cush 
ion used as a uterine support. Fig. 4 is a per 
spective view of the improvement without the 
hanging-straps, with part broken away. Fig. 
5 is a detail inside view of the lower part of 
the front portion. Fig. 6 is a detail section. 
Fig. 7 is a detail elevation, illustrating the 
construction in adjusting-folds, and Fig. 8 is 
a section of the same. Figs. 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, and 
8 are upon a larger scale than Figs. 1 and 4. 
A leading feature of my supporter is its ca 

pacity for ready adjustment in size. For this 
purpose the material A is cut of such size and 
form as to fit a person in the advance stage of 
pregnancy. It is then contracted by plaits B 
held by one or more lines of stitches, C, the 
plaits being made sufficient in number and, 
breadth to reduce it to the dimension of the 
Weae. 

If at any subsequent time or times it should 
be required to enlarge the supporter, it may be 
done by ripping one or more of the rows of 
stitches, so as to let out one or more of the 
folds B, (generally one upon each side of the 
medial line at each time of enlargement.) To 
adjust the size in a less degree than would 
take place by letting out one or two folds the 
lacing D may be loosened. 
The supporter may have a single lacing,D, 

in the rear, as shown, or it may have a lacing. 
At each in front, or both in front and rear. 

side I prefer to insert a piece, E, of elastic, 
which allows the supporter to accommodate 
itself to the movements of the person. 

In the anterior part of the supporter are a 
sufficient number of rubber or gutta-percha, 
ribs, F, inserted in pockets formed in the outer 
side of the supporter. I prefer to use five or 
more of these ribs, so as to support the front 
evenly and prevent any puckering. The rub 
berribs are much better adapted for this pur 
pose than ordinary whalebones, because they 
are rendered more flexible by the heat of the 
body, and thus enabled to accommodate them 
selves to the shape of the person. I also pro 
vide the posterior part with pockets G for ribs 
“to stiffen this part and support the back of the 
Wearer. These ribs are preferably made of 
the same material as the anterior ribs, although 
it is not of so much importance as in the former 
C.S. 

The supporter may have shoulder-straps, as 
shown in dotted lines in Fig. 1; but in most 
cases it is better without these appendages. 
The supporter is sustained by bearing upon 

the hips and by means of a pad or cushion, H, 
which has bearing upon the pubes, and which 
acts to support the uterus by pressing on the 
lower part of the abdomen. 

Iare straps which extend from thefront to the 
back, beneath the privates, to provide means 
for the treatment of rapture or prolapsus uteri. 
These straps are made elastic at their ends to 
allow the free movement of the body, and their 
central parts may be wadded, as shown. The 
straps I may each be attached to a single but 
ton, i, in the rear, but should be forked at 
front and attached to two buttons, i, so as to 
give adequate support to the pad J, which is 
sustained and pressed against the groin in the 
treatment of rupture; or the pad J may be 
placed wherever the rupture may require. The 
pad J should be made of form and material 
Suited to the case. I have used a button or 
core of wood with a padding of cotton or some 
Soft material surrounded by cloth or leather. 
This is tacked or otherwise attached to the 
lower edge of the supporter, or to the strap I, 
or both, or it may be held in place simply by 
their pressure upon it. 
In the treatment of prolapsus uteri I fix a 

pad, K, to the two straps I, so as to have 
pressure against the body to support the parts. 

So 
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The front of the supporter may be lined or 
Wadded upon the inside for the comfort and 
benefit of the wearer. 
L is a strap upon each side over the elastic 

E, connecting the anterior to the posterior 
parts. The straps are made adjustable in 
length by a series of button-lholes, l, either of 
which may be engaged upon the button, as 
shown in Fig. 4. 
I claim as my invention 
1. An abdominal supporter provided with 

side elastics, E. E., and adjustable straps L. L., 

connecting the rear with the front portion at a 
higher elevation over said elastics, as set forth. 

2. As a new article of manufacture, the im- 15 
proved abdominal supporter, consisting of body 
A, provided with plaits B, curved as shown, 
suitable lacing, D, elastics E. E., straps I, II 
over said elastics, cushion H, straps II, and 
pads J, J, and K, as set forth. 

MRS, JOSEPHINE DIEL. 
Witnesses: 

SAML KNIGHT, 
GEORGE D. KNIGHT. 

  


