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THe présent invertion: retates to’ chairs® and

more particularly to-chairs of the retracting type-
for installation in"theaters; auditoriums and the

like. .

The priniary objécts of the convention are to
provide a chair. of- the. refracting. type wherein
the occupant may move the seat rearwardly in
order: to: permit’ others: to- pass: in: front. of - him
without his having to rise from his:ssat; to provide
such a chair- whose seat-and back-assembly may
be readily  instalied on -pre-installed pedestals;
to provide such a chair havihg an arrangement
of pivoted '1iiks -whereby-the:ch#if- may b easily
and comfortably retracted-and’ returned’ to -for-
ward: position; to--provide- such* a° chair’ whose
metntinigs” dand: operating- mecHanlsm are: con:
cealed from view; and in general to provide such
a retracting chair which is quiet and efficient
in operation, ‘reasonably economical in manu-
facture, and attractive in appearance.

Tllustrative embodiments of the invention are
shown in the accompanying drawings, wherein:

Figure 1-is a perspective view of a retracting
theater chair in its forward position of occupancy,

& portion of -the near supporting pedestal being :

broken away to reveal operating parts beyond;

Pigure 2 is a right hand side elevational view
of the same with the right hand pedestal re-
moved, and with certain parts being broken away
to reveal the internal construction;

PFigure 3 is a view similar to Figure 2 and
showing the chair seat and back in their re-
tracted positions;

Pigure 4 is an enlarged sectional view of cer-
tain parts taken on line 4—#4 of Figure 2; and

Figure 5 is a perspective view of a modified
form of supporting standard for the chair.

Referring now in detail to these drawings and
particularly to Figures 1-4 inclusive, the re-
tracting chair there shown is mounted on a pair
of spaced, vertically disposed pedestals 10 having
apertures || therethrough for mounting the chair
thereon, conventional arm rests 12 and which
pedestals are preferably connected by a strength-
ening brace 13.

The seat and back assembly of the chair is
mounted .on spaced mounting bars or standards
1§ which have apertures (5 through the lower
portions thereof, and. these apertures adapt the
standards for removable attachment to the
pedestals by means of bolts {6 and nuts 1.

The chair back I8 comprises an outer back
panel 19 and an inner back panel 20, upholstering
material 21 of cotton padding, moss, palm fibre
or- the like, and an -upholstery covering 22 .of
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 leather, niaugehydé' or thie like. The outer: back
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panel:20°is foried forwardly at theiopposite sides:
tHereof, then: inwardly and: finally rearwardly- to:
fﬂrm forwardly’ extending wings: 23 at. the op~-
posite:sides®of the back; which wifigs:28:aré open
at’the bottoin: and’ thus have: upwardly extend:
ing: hollowsi 241 tHereit: . The' standards: (8- are:
provided: with arms® 25. whieh® extend  upwardly
andirearwaldly: intoithe ‘hollovws: 24 i the 'wings:
231 and. which® arms’ 25 are: pivotally connected:
tothewings 23~—and thus tothie upberipartiof the:
hack: {8—by. iHeans of (pivoti piris:26-secured:as by
welding 27 to. thedniner walls'of-the: wings.-. The
chalr back: is thus pivotally: mourited oY swirigs-
ingimoventent: about a:horizontal: axis;above:the:
pedestals:10;

Links: 28 are pivotally: connected: at. theit rear:-
ward ends to the lower part of the back on op-
posite sides. The forward ends of these links
#8 are pivotally connected to the upper ends of
front supports 29 whose lower ends are pivotally
connected to the lower ends of the standards (4.

The chair seat 30 is turnably mounted on the
links 28 by means of brackets 31, and the for-
ward part of the seat may thus be manually
raised to facilitate sweeping under the chair.
When in its normally lowered position of oc~
cupancy, the seat is supported by stops 32 which
rest on the links 28.

It will be seen that the seat 30 may he: re-
tracted by the occupant thereof from its po-
sition shown in Figure 2 to its position shown
In Figure 3 during which retracting movement
the back 18 swings about its pivotal connections
to the standards i4. This retracting movement
is stopped by the contact of rubber bumpers 33
secured as by vulcanizing to the inside walls of
the wings 23, with the standards 14. Returning
forward movement of the seat and back is stopped
by contact of shoulders 34 formed in the links 28,
with the standards 14.

The front supports 29 on opposite sides of the
chair are desirably connected by a strut 35 secured
as by welding to these front supports, thus in-
creasing the stability of the structure,;

In Figure 5 is illustrated a modification of the
chair supporting standards. The standard (42
here shown is provided with a front leg 36 and a
rear leg 31, which legs are flanged inwardly at
their lower extremities and are secured to the
floor as by bolts 88. By the use of this type of
standard on opposite sides of the seat and back
assembly hereinbefore described, the necessity
for the pedestals 10 is eliminated,

It will thus be seen that a retracting chair has
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been provided in which the mountings and oper-
ating mechanism are of simple and sturdy con-
struction and which are concealed from view,
and while but one specific embodiment of the in-
vention has been herein shown and deseribed, it
will be understood that numerous details thereof
may be altered or omitted without departing from
the spirit of the invention as the same is defined
by the following claims.

I claim:

1. In a chair, a chair back having forwardly
extending wings with upwardly extending hollows
therein, spaced standards having arms which ex-
tend upwardly into the wings and pivotally sup-
port the back, front supports having their lower
ends pivotally connected to the lower portions of
the standards, links connecting the upper ends of
the front supports to the chair back, and a chair
seat mounted on the links.

2. In a chair, spaced pedestals, arm rests
mounted on the upper ends of said pedestals, a
chair back having forwardly extending wings
with hollows therein extending upwardly beyond
the arm rests, standards secured to the pedestals
and having arms which extend upwardly into
the wings and pivotally support the back ahove
the level of the arm rests, front supports having
their lower ends pivotally connected to the lower
portions -of the standards, links connecting the
upper ends of the front supports to the chair back,
and a chair seat mounted on the links.

3. In a chair, a chair back having forwardly ex-
tending wings with upwardly extending hollows
therein, spaced standards having arms which ex-
tend upwardly into the wings and pivotally sup-
port the back, front supports having their lower
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ends pivotally connected to the lower portions of
the standards, links having their forward ends
pivotally connected to the upper ends of the
front supports and having their rearward ends
pivotally connected to the back, a chair seat
mounted on the links turnably about a horizontal
axis, and stops on the chair seat adapted to con-
tact said links for supporting the seat in a lowered
position for occupancy.

4, In a chair, a chair back having forwardly
extending wings with upwardly extending hollows
therein, spaced standards having arms which ex-~
tend upwardly into the wings and pivotally sup-
port the back, front supports having their lower
ends pivotally connected to the lower portions of
the standards, links connecting the upper ends of
the front supports to the chair back, a chair seat
mounted on the links, said links being bent to
form shoulders adapted to contact the standards
for limiting forward movements of the links, and
bumpers concealed within the hollows in said
wings adapted to contact said standards for limit-
ing rearward movements of the chair back.

RALPH K. MERRILL.

REFERENCES CITED

The following references are of record. in the
file of this patent: :

UNITED STATES PATENTS

Number Name: Date
155,452 Koechling ... Sept. 29, 1874
1,802,318 Hanson ____...__.___ Apr. 21, 1931
1,887,240 Hanson - —____ Nov. 8, 1932
2,290,556 Hard oo July 21, 1942



