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1

This invention relates to auxiliary seats for
barber chairs and the like.

Although' the usual barber. chair enables the
barber to position the customer at a convenient
height for tonsorial work, the barber is usually
on his feet all day long, with the result that at
the end of the day the barber is more tired than
the exertions in producing the desired tonsorial
effects should necessitate. Also, particularly to-
ward the end of the day, as the barber bhecomes
tired due to standing all the time, his adeptness
and coordination may decrease to the extent that
a less satisfactory operation is performed, or a
considerably longer time is taken than would
otherwise be necessary. It is, therefore, desir-
able for many barbers to be able to be supported
at least partially off their feet, during at least a
sufficient amount of the time to reduce weariness
considerably. A stool or seat, separate from the
barber chair, is unsatisfactory because the barber
moves around the chair during his work, and a
stool is often in the way. Also, previous auxiliary
seats for barber chairs, which are attached to the
chairs and may be swung about to different posi-
tions, have had many disadvantages. Some such
auxiliary seats have been supported on the foor
by rollers or the like, bt these are cumbersome
and unwieldy, and. involve considerable time and
effort for movement to a different position.
Others have been clamped to the base of the
barber chair, but these have tended %o cause
grease or oil to drip on the floor, could he re-
moved or adjusted with difficulty, and also have,
in general, prevented the chair from being lowered
to a lowermost position.

Among the objects of the present invention
are to provide a novel auxiliary seat for bharber
chairs and the like, which is readily moved to
different positions; to provide such a seat which
is adjustable to different heights: to provide such
a seat which may be placed in either an on-center
or off-center position with ease: to provide such
a seat which provides maximum clearance for
movement of the barber chair to its lowest posi-
tion; to provide such a seat which does not tend
to drip oil or grease cnio the floor; to provide
such a seat which may be readily removed from
the chair, if desired, and also readily replaced;
and to. provide such an auxiliary seat which is
relatively simple in construction anﬁ easy to man~
ufacture.

Other objects and the novel features of this in-
vention will become apparent from the descrip-
tion which follows, taken in connection with the
accompanying drawing, in which;
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Fig. 1 is a side elevation, on a reduced scale,
of a barber chair provided with an auxiliary seat
constructed in accordance with this invention;

Fig. 2 is a top plan view of a clamp and bear-
ing assembly forming a portion of the auxiliary
seat of Fig, 1;

Fig. 3 is a cross section through the bearing,
taken along line 8—23 of Fig. 2;

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary view, in partial section,
showing a novel pest construction, at the lower
end of a supporting column;

Fig. b is a fragmentary elevation, partly in sec-
tion, of a socket at the upper end of the column;

Fig. 6 is an elevation of a cushion or seat mem-
ber, partly broken away to show the interior con-
struction;

Fig. 7 is a bottom view of the cushion or seat,
illustrating particularly the change between on-
center and off-center positioning of the seat;

Fig. 8 is an elevation of an alternative seat
member, partly broken away to show the interior
construction;

Fig. 9 is an elevation of an additional alterna-
tive seat member, partly broken away to show
interior construction; and

Fig. 10 is a side elevation, similar to Fig. 9, with
the seat in a different position.

As. in-Fig. 1, an auxiliary seat constructed in
accordance with this invention may be mounted
on g barber chair C, provided with the usual pis-
ton 9 and base {10 and adapted to be moved up-
wardly and downwardly hydraulically, and also
rotated about the base 10, the elevation being con-
trolled through a handle {f. The suxiliary seat
of this invention includes a split clamp L, adapted
to be attached to the base 10, and a pivotal sup-
porting column O, which extends outwardly be-
vond the confines of the chair C, continuing up-
wardly to a cushion member or seat S. 'The cush-
ion or seat S is mounted on the upper end of the
column O, being adjustable in height thereon,
and also adjustable from an on-center to an off-
center position. In the off-center position of the
seat S, the variation in distance between the seat
S and the chair C is accommodated, when the
auxiliary seat is swung from one side to the
other. The pivot point of column G is prefer-
ably at the rear of the chair C in normal posi-
tion (the chair C being shown in Fig. 1 as swung
through 90° from such normal position, for clarity
of ‘illustration), and the auxiliary seat 8 may be
swung through approximately 270°, thus permit-
ting the barber to rest on the seat' S at substan-~
tially any position of the chair C. However, when
the seat S is swung to left or right, it will tend
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to come closer to the chair. Thus, the barber
often desires to be able to adjust the lateral posi-
tion of the seat S easily, which is provided by an
off-center position of the seat S, so that it may
be swung closer to or farther away from the
chair, at the option of the barber.

The clamp L, as in Fig. 2, may comprise semi-
circular halves 12 and 13, provided with flanges
14 for attachment by bolts 15 to the base 10,
the clamp halves also preferably being lined
with strips {3 on the inside, formed of rubber,
gasket material or the like, both to increase the
frictional hold on the base 18 and also to pre-
vent damage thereto, as when the base 10 is pro-
vided with a porcelain surface. The strips 16
may be conveniently attached to the halves 12
and 13 of clamp I: by any suitable cement. The
clamp half {2 is also provided with a bearing
{71, adapted to receive a post {8 of column O,
post 18 being shown also in Fig. 4. The post 18
is mounted at the inner end of a horizontal sec-
tion 19 of column O, as shown also in Fig. 1.

The bearing 1T may be formed integrally with,
or welded to, the half §2 of the clamp L, and is
provided with a sleeve 20 of suitable bearing ma-
terial, as in Fig. 3. 'The lower end of the bearing
is closed, as by a cup 21, which prevents grease
and oil from dripping onto the floor. However,
when the post 18 is inserted in a bearing having
a closed lower end, it is possible, due to the fit
between the post {8 and the bearing sleeve 28,
by inserting the post too quickly, to sometimes
produce sufficient air pressure within the bear-
ing to blow the cup 2{ out of the end of the bear-
ing. ‘To relieve such air- pressure, and also to
lubricate the bearing more effectively, the sleeve
28 is provided about its inner periphery with a
plurality of grooves 22, which preferably extend
spirally.

The base {8 of many barber chairs is con-
structed as shown in Fig. 1, being cylindrical at
the upper end and tapering outwardly below, and
it is normally desirable to attach the clamp L
to the cylindrical upper section, for more effec-
tive clamping, and also for stability of the aux-
iliary seat. However, when the clamp L is at-
tached to the base 18 adjacent the top, there is
a tendency for the auxiliary seat to prevent the
full downward movement of the chair C; but this
difficulty is avoided in the present invention by
mounting the post 18 so as to extend at right
angles to the inner end of the horizontal section
{8 of the supporting column O, which is prefer-
ably tubular, although it may have any desired
cross-sectional shape.. As in Pig. 4, the post {8
may be inserted and attached, as by welding, in
a head 24 of a bar 25 which is machined to ex-~
tend into the tubular end of horizontal section
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{9, bar 25 being attached thereto in a suitable

manner, as by pins 26. The head 24 also clears
the bead or trim 27 of base 19, the top of head
24 preferably being about level with the top of
‘bead 27. Post 18 may be attached by pins to
head 24, and the head 24 may be welded to the
column O. Cr, if desired, the head 24, bar 25

and post {8 may be formed integrally, as in a’

single forged aud/or machined part.  As will be
evident from Fig. 1, the right angle connection
between the supporting column O and the post
18 permits the chair C to be moved downwardly
to its lowermost position, which would not be
the case if the post {8 were formed as an arcu-
ate extension of the supporting column O.

The column O, as indicated previously, is pref-

erablyrformed of tubular material, and this may .
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be bent to shape to provide horizontal section
19, as well as an outer vertical section 28, head
24 with post 18 being attached to the inner end
of section 13 and a threaded socket or sleeve 28
attached to the upper end of vertical section
28, as in Fig. 5. 'The sleeve 29 may be inserted
in the upper end of section 28 and welded or
otherwise attached thereto and supported, as
by resting against a shoulder 38 formed in sec-
tion 28. If desired, the upper end of the tubular
column may be thickened, as by forging, and the
threads formed directly therein. The entire col-
umn O may be cadmium or nickel plated, or
otherwise suitably treated when made of steel,
to produce a high polish and attractive appear-
ance, as well as resistance to rust, stain and dis-
coleration.. Or, the column O may be made of
stainless steel and polished electrolytically or
mechanically to produce_a highly attractive sur-
face finish.

The cushion member or seat S, normally cir-
cular, is mounted on the upper end of vertical .
seetion 28 of the supporting column O in a suit-
able manner, as by & threaded post 32, adapted
te be received in the correspondingly. threaded
socket or sleeve 29. The upper end of post 32
may be welded or otherwise suitably attached to
o horizontal plate 33, the seat S and plate 233
having ceoperating attachments, such as bolts
34 extending from the underside of seat S and
provided with wing nuts 35. A suitable con-
struction of the seat S includes a generally eylin-
drical body 36 having an outer, depending rim
37T and a circular reeess in the top, into the -

7 latter of which is fitted a block 38, as of wood,

adapted to clamp the peripheral edges of a cover
39, as of leather, plastic or the like. Beneath
the cover is disposed cushioning material 48, such
as cotton padding, hair, felt, foam rubber or other
suitable material. The bolts' 34 may extend
through the block 3% and then through the body
36, s0 as to clamp the cushion securely.

The plate 83, as in Fig. 7, is preferably rhonmbic
in shape, and provided at each of the corners

. thereof with a hole 42, of a size to permif the

passage of bolits 34 therethrough. As will be
evident, the four heles 42 (through three of which
bolts 34 pass); form two equilateral triangles,
and the post 32 is attached to the plate 8% at the.
center of one of these friangles, being off-center
with respect to the other triangle.” The bolts 34 .
are dispesed at each apex of g similar equilateral
triangle, so that, as in the full position of plate
32 in Fig. 7, when the holis 3  extend
through the holes 82 of the off-center triangle,
the post will be correspondingly off center with
respect to ths seat 8. However, as in the dot-
dash position of plate 32 in Fig. 7, when the
holts 34 extend through the holes 42 of the cen-
tered triangle, the post 32 will be corresponding-
ly centered with respect to the seat 5. As will
be evident, it is immaterial which bolt 24 passes

“through which hole 42, as long: as the three

bolts 34 pass through the three desired holes,
since the plate 33 may be disposed in any one
of three different centered positions, and also
may be placed in any one of three different
off-center positions.  Thus, it is guite simple to
adjust the seat from on-center to off-center po-
sition, and vice versa. ‘

If desired, & sleeve bearing, socket bearing, or
similar rotating joint may be provided, so that

- the seat may he rotated without changing its

elevation. | Thus, as in Fig. 8, a threaded post

¢ 45 may engage interior threads of g vertical sec-
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tion 28” of a column whose lower end is adapted
to be pivotally attached to the base of the chair.
The 'upper end of post 45 is provided. with a
socket £6, in which a vertical pin 47 is jour-
nalled, the upper end of pin 47 being attached
to seat plate 43. To retain the pin 47 in the
socket 48, any suitable retaining device permit-
ting separation of the seat and post when desired
may be utilized. Ths remaining parts of seat 8’
of Pig. 8 may be similar to those of seat S of
Fig. 6, except that the seat 8’ may be provided
with a tapered or wedge-shapaed cushion, such
as formed by cushion material 49’ and a cover
39’ -therefor, the seat 8’ thus being higher ad-
jacent one edge than the other, so that the user
- may merely lean against the seat, if desired,
rather than sit completely on it.

As in Figs. 9 and 10, & ball and socket joint
may be provided, such as including a ball 58
mounted on the lower end of a post 5, whose
upper ‘end is attached to seat plate 33. Ball 58
is  clamped between socket halves 52 and 53,
socket half 52 being provided, if desired, with
a slot §4 to permit the seat to bhe tipped down-
wardly, as to the position of Fig. 10, so that it
will be more nearly out of the way when not in
use. Also, the seat S may be tipped to an inter-~
mediate position, so as to provide a slanting top
surface when so desired by the user. To provide
height adjustment, the lower end of & post 55
may threadedly engage the threaded sleeve 29
in the upper end of the vertical section 23 of
the column, such as column O as shown in Fig. 1.
The upper end of post 55 may also be provided
with an upstanding flange 58, such as generally
rectangular in eross section, through which a
bolt 57 may extend for attaching the socket
halves 52 and 53 to flange 56, and also to permit
adjustment of the pressure of the socket halves
52 and 53 on the ball 0. Bolt 57 may be pro-
vided with a wing nut, as shown, for readier ad-
justability, while a lock nut 88 may he provided
for locking the post 55 in adjusted pesition in
the threaded sleeve 29.

From the foregoing, it will be evident that the
auxiliary seat of this invention fulfills to a
marked degree the requirements and objects
hereinbefore set forth. A particular advantage
of the auxiliary seat of this invention is that it
may be moved from one position to another or
out of the way, merely by being pushed with the
knee or some other portion of the hody of the
user. The rhombic plate 33, having holes form-
ing tweo equilateral triangles, coupled with the
attachment of post 22 to plate 23 at the center of
one triangle and the seat attaching bolts 34,
spaced at each apex of a similar equilateral tri~
angle, provide an extremely convehient means
for adjusting the position of the seat from on-
center to off-center. An advantsge of this ad-
justment means lies in the fact that, if wing nuts
35 on bolts 24 become loose; or even drop off en~
tively, the seat S will remain in the centered or
off-center position. The provision of a bearing
having a closed lower end, which prevents the
spilling of oil or grease onto the floor, is also
of value, this value being enhanced by the bear-
ing grooves which not only produce more con-
tinuous lubrication but also permit the post {8
to be quickly inserted in the bkearing, by reliev-
ing air pressure. Thus, the auxiliary seal may
be removed from its bearing readily, without the
necessity of disconnecting bolts, screws, -plates,
levers or the like, and also may be just as readily
replaced in position for use.. A post which ex-
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tends at right angles to the horizontal section of
the supporting column permits the chair C to
be lowered as far as desired, without interfering
with such movement of the chair, and provides

+ an additional valuable feature.

While one embodiment of this invention has
been illustrated and described in detail, it will be
understood that various changes may be made
therein. For instance, the right angle post (8
may be attached to the column O, and an ad-
justable connection hetween the upper end of the
column O and the seat S, may be provided in
a manner other than illustrated or described.
The plate 33 may have a shape other than rhom-
bie, although the latter is preferred because of
the saving in material in stamping or cutting a
plurality of such plates from sheet metal or strip.
Different sizes, as well as varicus constructions
of seat S, may be utilized. The auxiliary seat
of this invention may also be utilized in con-
junction with other types of chairs, such as
dentists’ or doctors’ chairs or examination tables,
and may be mounied on a pedestal, supporting
post or even a special support. Changes other
than those indicated or suggested may be made,
as will be evident to those skilled in the art.

It will also be understood that other embodi-
ments of this invention may exist, and various
changes made therein, all without departing
from the spirit and scope of this invention.

What is claimed is:

1. An auxiliary seat for barber chairs and the
like, comprising a clamp for attachment to a
base or other portion of said barber chair or the
like; a cylindrical, open top bearing mounted on
said clamp, said bearing having a generally ver-
tical axis, a closed lower end, and interior, spiral-
1y and upwardly extending grooves; a generally
tubular column having a horizontal section and
a vertical section at the cuter end thereof, said
vertical section having a threaded socket at its
upper end and said horizontal section having at
its inner end a cylindrical post extending down-
wardly at right angles thereto and received in said

; open. top bearing; a threaded post received in

said threaded socket and having at its upper end
a Dblate attached at right angles thereto, said
plate having a rhombic shape and a hole at each
corner, said holes fcrming two equilateral tri-

y angles and said post being attached to said plate

centrally of one triangle; and a circular seat hav-
ing on the top a cushion and on the underside
three extending bolts disposed at the apices of
an equilateral triangle centered with respect to
said seat and corresponding to the triangle
formed by three of said plate holss, so that said
plate is attachable to said seat in a centered po-
sition with said holts extending through the plate
holes centered with respect to said post, and in
an off-center position with said bolts extending
through the plate holes off-cenfer with respect
to said post.

2. An auxiliary seat for barber chairs and the
like, comprising a support attachable to said

5 chair; a seat mounted on said support in spaced

position with respect to said chair; and means for
mounting said seat on said support including a
post, a plate attached to the upper end of said
post, and cooperating attachments between said
seat and plate, the attachments of the plate be-
ing disposed at the apices of two similar ftri-
angles, one of which is centered and the other
off-center with respect to said post, and the at-
tachments of said seat being disposed at the
apices of a similar triangle.
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3. In a segt and a support therefor, a plate
having four holes disposed to form two equilateral
triangles; a post attached to the underside of
said plate at the center of one said triangle; and
a circular seat having on the underside three
downwardly extending bolts disposed at the apices
of a corresponding equilateral triangle and posi-
tioned in three of said plate holes.

4, In a seat and support therefor, as defined
in claim 3, wherein said plate is rhombic in
shape and said holes are disposed adjacent the
corners thereof.

5. An auxiliary seat for barber chairs and the
like, comprising a clamp for attachment to a base
or other portion of said barber chair or the like;
g cylindrical bearing mounted on said clamp and
having a generally vertical axis, said bearing
having a closed lower end and upwardly extend-
ing interior grooves; & column having a general-
1y horizontal section and a generally vertical sec-
tion  extending upwardly at substantially right
angles thereto, said generally horizontal section
having at the inner end a generally vertical and
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downwardly extending post.received in said bear-
ing; and a seat mounted on the top of said ver-
tical column section, said seat and column being
removable as g unit from said bearing.
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