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1. 
This invention relates to shirt packaging de 

vices for collar-attached shirts and more particu 
larly to that class of shirt packaging devices 
which combine a shirt mounting board with a 
collar protector and support, an object of the in 
vention being to provide a shirt package, includ 
ing a shirt board and collar protector, with new 
and improved means for interlocking the collar 
protector With the collar of a shirt mounted upon 
the board. 
Other objects of this invention include the pro 

vision of a new and improved blank for forma 
tion of a shirt package which: (a) combines, in 
a single piece of sheet material, a shirt board, a 
collar protector and means for interlocking the 
collar protector with the collar of a shirt mounted 
upon the board; (b) combines in the collar pro 
tector a panel adapted to cover the collar, a Sup 
porting rim adapted to Space the panel above 
the collar and to hold the collar in erect circular 
shape, and a tab adapted to interlock the panel 
and collar at the throat of the collar; (c) Con 
bines the panel, support rim and tab of the collar 
protector into a compact arrangement by form 
ing the rim as a continuation of the panel and 
the tab as a pull-out, element in the face of the 
panel; (d) combines in the tab a series of fold 
able members with one member adapted to move 
into the throat of the collar for engagement 
therewith and the other members adapted to 
SWing upon the panel to complete the interlock 
ing operation; (e) provides an arrangement of 
elements which permits the interlocking of the 
collar protector with the collar by a few quick, 
simple movements; and (f) is inexpensive, adapt 
ed to be easily packaged for storage and ship 
ment and compact and neat appearing With a 
shirt mounted and packaged thereon, 
With the foregoing and other objects in view, 

all of which more fully hereinafter appear, my 
invention comprises certain novel constructions, 
arrangements and combinations of elements and 
parts as hereinafter described and as defined in 
the appended claims and illustrated, in preferred 
embodiment, in the accompanying drawing, in 
which: 

Figure 1 illustrates a piece of sheet material. 
cut and scored to form a blank for my improved 
Shirt package. 

Figure 2 is an isometric view of the shirt pack 
age formed from the blank illustrated at Fig. 1 
and containing a folded Shirt. 

Figure 3 is a central longitudinal Section as 
viewed from the indicated line 3-3 at Fig. 2, but 
On an enlarged Scale. 
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Figure 4 is a fragmentary Section as viewed 

from the indicated line 4-4 at Fig. 3. 
Figures 5 to 9 inclusive are isometric views of 

the shirt package with a folded shirt mounted 
upon the board portion thereof and illustrating 
serially the steps taken in completing the package 
after the collar protector has been positioned over 
the collar. 
Referring to Fig. 1 of the drawing, the blank to 

of my improved shirt package is formed from a 
rectangular sheet of fibrous material Such as 
cardboard. Such cardboard must be of Such 
Weight and rigidity as to Support a folded shirt 
S thereon, yet be so cheap in cost that it may 
be thrown away when the shirt S is ready for use. 
It is to be noted that the generally rectangular 
form of the blank 0, with all elements of the 
package lying in a single plane therein, renders it 
especially suitable for packaging for shipment 
and storage prior to use in forming the shirt 
package. 
One end of this blank 0 forms the shirt mount 

ing board f f while the other end includes the 
elements which form the collar protector 2. 
These end portions are separated by a transverse 
crease line 3, and it is contemplated that the 
collar protector 2 will be folded upwardly from 
the board after the shirt S is folded upon or 
around the board with its collar C adjacent the 
protector 2. 
The collar protector 2 is subdivided into a rear 

Wall 4 adjacent the board , a COver panel 5 
and a support strip 6. The rear Wall 4 is 
bounded by the crease line 3 at one side and a 
parallel crease line 7 at the opposite side, the 
spacing between the transverse lines 3 and 
being such that the panel 5 may be folded over 
the collar to lie over the top edge of the collar C 
in spaced parallelism with the board li, as clearly 
shown at Fig. 5. 
The cover panel 5 extends over the collar C 

from the crease line 7 at the back of the collar 
and forwardly to the collar throat T. The board 

f is rectangular in shape, while the sides of the 
collar protector f2 incline inwardly from crease 
line 3 and its corners are bevelled as at 8 to 
eliminate unnecessary material and to improve 
the appearance of the unit when folded over a 
collar. 
A strip 9 is formed at each lateral edge of col 

lar protector 2 between its edges and crease lines 
20 Which form triangles With the Side edges of 
protector 2 as the bases and the apexes at crease 
line f7, and this strip is folded downwardly and 
inwardly to rigidify back Wall 4 and the panel 
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5 against Warping or buckling when the panel is 
folded over the collar. Each crease line 20 ex 
tends from the bevel 8 to the transverse crease 
line 7 and thence to crease line 3 at the lateral 
edge of the blank to permit a downward and in 
Ward fold, as illustrated at Fig. 2, without tearing 
the material forming the blank. 
The support strip 6 is formed as a transversely 

disposed, approximately isosceles, trapezoid hav 
ing inwardly curving top and bottom edges, the 
apex edge 2 being centrally connected to the 
center of the forward transverse edge of the 
panel 5. The adjacent edges of the panel and 
strip at each side of the point of connection are 
cut apart, and a crease line 22 spans the con 
nective center portion. This construction per 
mits the strip 6 to be folded downwardly from 
the panel 5 when the panel is positioned over 
a collar C and the extended edges of the Strip 
6 are turned inwardly from each side of the 

central creased line 22 portion so that the strip 
is positioned as an arch around and bearing 
against the inner face of the neckband of the 
collar C, as clearly indicated at FigS. 3 and 6 and 
by the broken line at Fig. 5. 
The height of the strip 6, from the outer base 

edge 23 to the apex edge 2, is such that at the 
Wider portions thereof, the base edge will bear 
against the surface of the board I, through the 
folds of the shirt folded thereon, and the apex 
edge 2 will bear against the underside of the 
panel 5 with the panel folded over the shirt 
collar. The arch of this strip against the collar 
neckband prevents it from buckling, and there 
fore, it will hold the panel in position against 
forces which would otherwise crush the collar of 
the shirt. 
A tab 24, composed of foldable segments, is 

formed in the center of the panel 5 by having 
its outline cut in the blank 0, and it is adapted 
to be lifted from the panel 5 when the panel 
is positioned over the shirt collar. The tab 24 
segments are then folded into the collar and 
over the panel to lock the panel to the collar 
by the steps clearly illustrated in Figs. 6 to 9 in 
clusive and at Fig. 2, and now to be described. 
This tab 24 is shaped as approximately an 

isosceles trapezoid having its vertical axis longi 
tudinally centered upon the blank and its base 
25 spaced from and substantially parallel with 
the transverse crease line . The side legs 26 
of tab 24 converge toward the central connec 
tion between the panel 5 and strip f 6 and each 
leg crosses the short crease line 22 and terminates 
at an apex defined by a crease line 27 Within the 
Strip 6, a short space from and parallel with 
the crease line 22. The cut outline of the tab, 
about the base 25 and legs 26, permits it to be 
lifted from the panel 5, yet remain connected to 
the blank at the apex crease line 27, at a level 
slightly below the surface of the panel 5, with 
the Support strip is folded under the panel and 
inside the collar, the crease line 27 being at the 
top of the throat of the collar. 
The tab 24 is divided into three interconnected 

Segments, each in the form approximately of an 
isosceles trapezoid having a common vertical axis 
and having their side legs formed by the side legs 
26 of the tab. These segments thereby form a 
base Segment 28 adjacent to the base edge 25, 
an intermediate segment 29 and an apex segment 
s ch has its apex defined by the apex crease 

le 2. The base segment 28 is separated from the in 
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4. 
termediate segment 29 by a pair of transverse 
cuts 3. Each cut extends from a side leg 26 to 
a point near the center of the segments and there 
turns downwardly into the body of the base Seg 
ment 28 to define a short connecting strip 32. 
This strip is terminated by a crease line 33 in 
the body of the base segment. The intermediate 
Segment 29 is separated from the apex segment 
30 by a similar pair of transverse cuts 34, each 
of which extends from a side leg 26 to a point 
near the center of the segments and there turns 
downwardly into the body of the intermediate 
Segment to form an interconnecting strip 35 with 
a terminating crease line 36 at the bottom of this 
Strip within the body of the intermediate Seg 
ment. 
The outline of the tab about the base 25 and 

legs 26 is formed by a conventional stamping or 
cutting operation which will completely cut 
through blank 0 about the base and legs except 
at Selected spots 37 which will hold the tab in po 
Sition within the plane of the blank when the 
blank is not in use, but which are easily torn to 
permit the body of the tab to be separated from 
the panel. Two opposing pairs of spots 37 are 
positioned. On the tabs on the legs 26, one pair 
being located near the base of the base segment 
and the other pair being located near but above 
the center of the intermediate segment and 
aligned with creaseline 36. The operation of re 
moving the tab from the panel is simplified 
by such location of the spots, for with the panel 
5 positioned over the collar and with the sup 
port strip 6 arched inside the collar neckband 
underneath the panel as illustrated at Fig. 5, it 
is necessary to merely press on segment 29 ad 
jacent line 3 f to separate the edges of segments 
28 and 29 along line 3 ?, grasp the edge of seg 
ment 28 and draw segment 23 toward the front 
thust breaking the spots 37 with the parts in po 
sition as illustrated at Fig. 7. 
When so lifted above the panel, the base seg 

ment 28 is carried forwardly to the front of the 
collar at the base of the throat. This movement 
rotates the intermediate segment 29 with the 
interconnecting strip 32 underneath the base 
Segment, all as clearly shown by broken lines at 
Fig. 7. The next movement is to bring each side 
portion of the base segment underneath a wing 
of the collar and at the same time move the in 
termediate segment 29 upwardly and over the 
panel with the interconnecting strip 32 remain 
ing behind the base segment 28 as clearly shown 
at Fig. 8. The approximately arched shape of 
the base line of segment 28 materially aids in 
fitting that segment beneath the collar wings. 
As the intermediate segment 29 moves upwardly, 
it folds against the apex segment 30 in a manne1" 
which jams the underside of the panel 5 against 
the top of the collar, with the base segment 
locked between the collar wings and neckband. 
As a final step the intermediate segment and 
apex Segment are swung over the top of the panel 
and bent about a crease line 38 at the top of the 
strip 32 and through the opening formed by the 
tab Cut-Out. This opening narrows near its 
apex so that the sides of the intermediate seg 
ment must be folded toward each other to be 
pushed through opening, as clearly illustrated at 
Fig. 9. The final step illustrated at Fig. 2 is ac 
complished by the sides of the intermediate seg 
ment spreading, when they are positioned under 
neath the panel, thus locking them into position 
against the panel and thereby completing the 
locking of the entire package. The arcuate for 
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mation of base line 3 of segment 29, operatively 
combines with the narrowing edges of the open 
ing in the panel to facilitate this final locking 
operation. 
While I have illustrated and described many 

details of construction, alternatives and equiva 
lents will occur to those skilled in the art which 
are within the scope and spirit of my invention; 
hence it is my desire that my protection be not 
limited to the details herein illustrated and de 
scribed, but only by the proper Scope of the ap 
pended claims. 
I claim: 
1. A blank for formation of a protective pack 

age for a collar-attached, laundered shirt, in 
cluding a sheet of cardboard-like material di 
vided by transverse, parallel fold lines into a sub 
stantially rectangular shirt-mounting board, a 
collar-backing segment and a collar-Overlying 
panel, a tab cut from the central portion of said 
panel and narrowing to an apex at the outer end 
of the blank and adapted to normally lie in the 
plane of said panel but adapted to be lifted there 
from and thereby leave a tab-shaped Orifice in 
said panel, said tab being cut into three trans 
verse segments centrally inter-connected in 
tandem and connected to the panel at the tab 
apex, whereby when said panel is folded over the 
shirt collar the tab may be lifted from said panel 
and the three segments may be folded respec 
tively, alternately, beneath the collar wings ad 
jacent the outer face of the collar neckband and 
through said orifice and within the collar neck 
band to support the panel above and lock it to 
the collar. 

2. The blank defined in claim 1 wherein the 
tab's longitudinal axis is coincident with the 
longitudinal axis of the blank. 

3. The blank defined in claim 1 wherein the 
apex end of the tab and orifice is spaced from 0 
the collar backing segment a distance equal to 
that from the back of the collar to its throat and 
is thereby adapted to lie adjacent the throat of 
the collar when the panel is folded over the 
collar. 

4. The blank defined in claim 1 wherein the 
base of the tab is centrally curved in Wardly of 
the tab. 
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5. The blank defined in claim 1 wherein the 

lines cutting the tab from the panel are broken, 
leaving spots of the panel material normally con 
necting the tab to the panel. 

6. The blank defined in claim wherein there 
is a transverse Support strip connected to the 
tab apex and the outer end of the panel. 

7. The blank defined in claim 6 wherein the 
Support strip is approximately isosceles trapezoi 
dal with its end portions wider than its center 
portion, Said end portions being at least as Wide 
as the height of the collar neck band. 

8. The blank defined in claim 1 wherein said 
tab is formed as a group of isoSceles trapezoids 
having their outer edges in continuous lines. 

9. In combination with a shirt package of 
cardboard like material having a flat shirt 
mounting board and a collar protector extending 
from an end of the board and folded upwardly 
therefron and over the collar of a shirt mounted 
upon the board; an orifice in the collar protec 
tor having a narrowed portion at the throat of 
the collar and a segmented tab hirgediy extend 
ing from the collar protector at said throat por 
tion including an apex segment attached to the 
collar protector, an intermediate Segnent at 
tached to the apex segment and a base segment 
attached to the intermediate Segment, Said base 
segment including side portions at each side of 
said point of attachment which are adapted for 
insertion under the collar at each side of the 
throat while the intermediate and apex Segments 
are folded together above the protector, said in 
termediate segment including side portions which 
are wider than Said narrowed orifice portion the 
intermediate and apex Segments being folded 
rearwardly over the collar protector and down 
Wardly through the orifice and thereby locking 
the protector to the throat of the collar. 

NURNEY H. RICHMAN. 
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