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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

A U-shaped holder adapted to secure a button on a
fabric material. Sharp points are provided on the ends
of the U-shaped member to enable it to penetrate the
fabric so that the holder replaces the threads which
normally hold the button on the fabric. The pointed
ends of the holder are notched so that the points can be
removed once they penetrate the cloth, and hooks are
provided adjacent the ends so that the holder cannot be
withdrawn from the fabric by normal use of the button.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Bachelors and many other people frequently have need
to secure quickly in place a button which has become
detached. The customary means for doing this is to use
a conventional needle and thread to sew the button back
onto the fabric in substantially the same manner as it
was held in place originally. This is time consuming and
frequently the necessary needle and/or thread are mnot
available.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

A button holder made of a semi-flexible material
adapted to be inserted through the button and the fabric
to secure the button in place. The holder has pointed
ends which pass through the fabric, and these ends are
adapted to be removed and discarded after the button is
secured in place. Hook means are provided on the ends
of the holder for prohibiting the withdrawal of the
holder from the fabric.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a perspective illustration of a button being
held on a garment by the invention;

FIG. 2 is a sectional view taken centrally through the
button and showing the button holder in accordance with
the invention;

FIG. 3 is a sectional view similar to FIG. 2 but show-
ing the ends of the button holder removed;

FIG. 4 is an enlarged plan view of the button holder;

FIG. 5 is a sectional view taken along the line 5—5
of FIG. 4;

FIG. 6 is a sectional view taken along the line 6—6 of
FIG. 4;

FIG. 7 is another sectional view taken along the line
7—17 of FIG. 4;

FIG. 8 is a plan view of a modified form of the inven-
tion;

FIG. 9 is a perspective view showing the manner in
which the modified form of the invention is secured to a
button; and

FIG. 10 is a side elevation of the embodiment shown
in FIGS. 9 and 10.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

Referring to FIGS. 1-3, the button holder 10 is shown
interconnecting the round button 11 having at least two
axially extending openings 12 therein to the cloth fabric
13 which may be of natural or synthetic fibers, or other
materials which are capable of being penetrated by a
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sharp object. Basically, it is felt that the holder 10 can
be utilized to secure the button 10 to any fabric or ma-
terial that a needle and thread has heretofore been used
to secure the button in place.

The holder 10 is made of plastic or other ﬂex1b1e ma-
terial and includes the loop or end portion 15 having a
circular cross section (FIG. 5) and integral arms 16
extending in a generally parallel manner from the op-
posite ends of the loop portion 15, These arms are also
circular in cross section and extend to integral connec-
tions with the pointed end portions 17 which have a
generally oval cross section, as shown in FIG. 6, and
which have sharply pointed ends 20. In the normal un-
flexed position, these pointed ends 20 extend parallel to
one another for ease in penetrating the fabric.

Formed in the area of the juncture between the arms
16 and the end portions 17 are the rearwardly extending
hooks 21 formed integrally with the remainder of the
holder 10 and having a rectangular cross section, as
shown in FIG. 6. Each of the hooks 21 cooperate with
the end portions 17 to provide a tapered side wall 23
extending from the pointed end 20 to the end 24 of the
hook 21 on ome side thereof, and a smooth surface 25
on the other side thereof extending from the pointed end
20 to the juncture between the arm 16 and end portion
17. The cross section of the hooks 21 gradually tapers
in transition between the oval cross section of the end
portion 17 and the oval cross section (FIG. 6) hook 21.

An indentation 26 is provided centrally in each side of
each end portion 17 in the area of its juncture with the
hooks 21. These indentations 26 extend a substantial
distance into the end portion 17, as shown in FIG. 5, and
across the entire width thereof to provide a weakenad
area where the pointed ends 20 can be removed by bend-
ing the same up and down causing the material to weaken
and break off, or by cutting the points 20 off at the in-
dentations 26 with a household scissors, a razor blade, or
other sharp cutting devices.

In operation of the invention, when it is desired to
secure the button 11 to the fabric 13, it is merely neces-
sary to remove one of the holders 10 from a suitable pack-
age and force the pointed ends 20 through two of the
openings 12 of the button 11, as shown in FIG. 1. The
button 11 with the holder 10 in place is then aligned with
the desired location on the fabric 13, and then the pointed
ends 20 are forced through the fabric 13. Since the
tapered sides 23 and 25 are provided, the fabric 13 is
separated allowing the entire end portions 17 and hooks
21 to pass through the material at which time the button
is substantially permanently secured in position.

When the button 11 is pulled away from the fabric 13,
it merely seats the hooks 21 into the fabric 13 and pro-
hibits further withdrawal of the holder 10 therefrom.
The ends 20 are then removed from the holder 10 by
breaking them off manually or by cutting them off with
a suitable tool. Should it ever be desired to remove the
button 11, this can be accomplished by merely cutting
the arms 16 of the holder 10 with a suitable tool to
cause removal thereof.

A modified embodiment of the invention is shown in
FIGS. 8-10 wherein a holder 30 is provided for a button
31 having a loop 32 on the back side thereof, as shown
in FIG. 9. This holder also includes a loop portlon 33,
the arms 34, and hooks 35 on the end portion 36 is sub-
stantially the same manner as those described above.
However, the arms 34 and end portions 36 are not parallel
in the unflexed portion but disposed one above the other,
as shown best in FIG. 10. This arrangement permits the
arms 34 to be spaced closer together without interference
between the hooks 35 on each of the arms 34 so that
the loop defined by the arms 34 and the loop portion 33
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is small and cannot be seen from the front of the button
31 when it is secured in place on a piece of fabric. The
manner in which the button is secured to the fabric is
substantially identical to that described above except that
the hooks 35 are disposed one above the other when the
holder 30 is secured to the fabric, rather than side by
side as shown in FIG. 3.

Accordingly, the invention has provided a button holder
which can be quickly and easily used to secure a con-
ventional button to a fabric material. No needle and
thread or tools whatsoever are provided other than a sharp
object to remove the pointed ends 20. Once the button
is in place it is substantially impossible to remove and
will withstand pulling force on the button itself. Should
this pulling force exceed a preset factor, the button
holder would tear the fabric rather than break itself. The
button holder can be made of any flexible material in-
cluding plastics, metals, and hard rubbers.

While the forms of apparatus herein described constitute
preferred embodiments of the invention, it is to be under-
stood that the invention is not limited to these precise
forms of apparatus, and that changes may be made there-
in without departing from the scope of the invention.

What is claimed is:

1. An improved button holder adapted to secure a but-
ton to a fabric material, comprising a substantially rigid
U-shaped plastic body including a loop portion and gen-
erally parallel spaced arm portions, each said arm por-
tion including a forwardly projecting gemerally conical
tapered end portion having a sharp pointed tip to facili-
tate extending said arm portions through the material,
an elongated integral tapered projection extending rear-
wardly from each said end portion and cooperating with
the adjacent said arm portion to form a U-shaped hook
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portion facing said loop portion for piercing the material
after the arm portions are extended through the ma-
terial, and each said projection being spring-like to permit
flexing of said projection in response to inserting said end
portions through corresponding holes in the bottom.

2. A button holder as defined in claim 1 wherein said
projections converge inwardly between said arm portions.

3. A button holder as defined in claim 1 wherein said
pointed tip and said hook portions are positioned in over-
lapping adjacent relation.

4. A button holder as defined in claim 1 including means
defining a weakened area for separating each said pointed
tip from the corresponding said hook portion after said
pointed tips are extended through the material and sald
hook portions engage the material.

5. A button holder as defined in claim 1 wherein said
means defining a weakened area, comprise indentations
located between said pointed tips and said hook portions,
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