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(57) Abstract: A method for providing telephone communications in a system including a wide area data network and a wireless

cellular mobile telephone network. A local cellular mobile telephone operator serves the wireless cellular mobile telephone network

by providing a radio communications interface within a local region. The local cellular mobile telephone operator issues a subscriber
W identity module (SIM) to a user of the wireless cellular mobile telephone network. A communications terminal interfaces to the wide
\& area data network using a radio interface to a base transceiver station (BTS) of the wireless cellular mobile telephone network within
& the local region. The communications terminal includes a communications module for handling a telephone communication through

the wide area data network and the wireless cellular mobile telephone network. The communications terminal includes a subscriber
& identity module (SIM) emulator. A client computer is attached to the wide area data network at a remote site outside the local region.
& The client computer includes a subscriber identity module (SIM) reader. Telephone communications are provided by (a) inserting
O\ the SIM card into the SIM reader (b) transferring SIM identification data of the SIM card to the terminal over the wide area data

network and (c) emulating the SIM card based on the SIM identification data. The emulation is performed by the emulator at the

communications terminal. The SIM data is provided to the wireless cellular mobile telephone network operator within the local
a region over the radio communications interface.
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