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embodying the features of my invention, 
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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, MARIE S. DOTY, a citi 

Zen of the United States, residing at the 
city of New York, in the county of New 
York and State of New York, have invented 
certain new and useful Improvements in 
Skirts, of which the following is a specifica 
tion. 
This invention relates to improvements 

in skirts. 
The objects of this invention are, first, to 

provide an improved skirt or petticoat that 
may be of light materials which will effect 
ively support a dress skirt and hold it prop 
erly distended. Second, to provide in con 
junction with such a skirt, means whereby 
the bottom may be fully distended with a 
very small amount of material. 

further and minor objects will definitely 
appear in the detailed description to follow. 

I accomplish the objects of my invention 
by the devices and means described in the following specification. 
The invention is clearly defined and point 

ed out in the claims. 
A structure embodying the features of my 

invention is fully illustrated in the accom 
panying drawing forming a part of this 
specification, in which 

Figure 1 is a side elevation view of a skirt 
portions being broken away to show details 
of construction. Fig. 2 is an enlarged de 
tail vertical sectional view taken on a line 
corresponding to line. 2-2 of Fig. 3. Fig. 
3 is an enlarged detail sectional view taken 
on a line corresponding to line 3-3 of Fig. 
2. Fig. 4 is an enlarged detail view showing 
the manner of attachment of the stiffening 
cord B. Fig. 5 is an enlarged detail view of 
the stiffening cord B. 

In the drawing the sectional views are 
taken looking in the direction of the little 
arrows at the ends of the section lines, and 
similar letters of reference refer to similar 
parts throughout the several views. 

Referring to the lettered parts of the 
drawing, the upper portion A of the skirt 
illustrated is made but slightly goring to a 
point about the height of the knees of the 
wearer so that a slender effect may be se 
cured in this portion of the skirt. The 
lower portion A of the skirt is preferably 
made separate and secured to the upper por 
tion by a seam a. The portion A of the 

skirt is made flaring, the fullness increasing 
towards the botton to the right form to Se 
cure a full flaring “ripple' effect. 

l distend this whole skirt by suitable 
waved stiffening strands. I prefer to use 
for this purpose the stiffening material con 
sisting of strands formed of resilient fiber 
bound together and formed into a continuous 
cold, known to the trade as featherbone, the 
form particularly illustrated and described 
in the patent to Edward K. Wari'en, dated 
IDecember 3, 1895, No. 550,855. it his ina 
terial is preferred by me on account of its 
resiliency in all directions, which is very de 
sirable in this relation. It is also possible 
to secule the same in position by stitching 
therethrough, which relieves the strain on 
any particular portion of the garment. It is 
also very light, which is, of course, a desir 
able feature for use in this relation. It can 
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be secured in the Wave-like ol' sinuous lines 
without injury thereto. When the stiffen 
ing material is sewed in position in this man 
ner it is very durable, as the liability to in 
jury by compression is reduced to a mini 
Rllil. 

The encircling stiffening cords B are ar 
ranged in sinuous or wave-like lines substan 
tially parallel. In the lower part of the 
skirt the several bands are so arranged that 
the highest and the lowest points of the sev 
eral corresponding waves lie in the lines it is 
desired the ripples or folds shall take. This 
increases and makes permanent the desired 
flaring and fold or ripple effect, and renders 
the skirt capable of sustaining and impart 
ing the desired effect to the outer skirt. 
The effect of the outer skirt in place in 
creases rather than diminishes this result. 
The number of waves given the stiftening 
cords B is governed by the number of folds 
desired. 
At the bottom of the skirt I provide a 

ruffle C. I also provide a flaring plaited 
ruffle D, which I secure to the skirt above 
the lower band B so that it hangs over and 
rests upon the same and upon the ruffle C 
and is held outwardly thereby at the bottom. 
While very satisfactory results are obtained 
without these rufiles, they increase the result 
sought very greatly. A ruffle D' adds to the 
effect and serves to soften the whole. 
In skirts of this class many yards of goods 

are used and much difficulty has been ex 
perienced in Supporting the same in a desir 

80 

90 

95 

100 

105 

O 



5 

O 

5 

25 

35 

able manner so that the soft yielding flaring the garment when compared with my 
or sweeping fold effect is secured. Many de 
vices have been resorted to, but all have 
proved unsatisfactory, as they have pro 
duced the stiff, obtrusive, unyielding effect 
of crinoline. When a multiplicity of 
starched skirts are used, the usual means re 
sorted to, the wearer is burdened with a 
great weight and the desired result is at 
tained only in a limited degree. 
The distance between the stiffening bands 

may be varied as desired. A single band 
will produce very desirable results, though 
when arranged as described a number may 
be used without producing the undesirable 
stiff, unyielding effect. My improved skirt 
also prevents the disagreeable winding about 
the legs of the Wearer occasioned by swift 
Walking or by the wind. My improved 
skirt may be made of very light material and 
still support a heavy broadcloth gown or one 
of very light material in an equally effective 

0. 
i have illustrated my improved skirt in a 

particular style and arrangement of parts 
which I have found to be very desirable. 
am, however, aware that it is capable of 
very considerable variation without depart 
ing from my invention. 

I am aware of the structure illustrated 
and shown in the patent to Forsyth which 
involves the use of a coiled or bended wire 
as a resilient material which is secured to a 
garment in Waves; but this wire, which is 
kinked or coiled, is not the same thing as the 
stifening cord of resilient fibers bound to 
gether. It does not operate in the same way 
and it does not produce the effects, and of 
necessity adds very much to the weight of 
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proved material known under the name of 
“featherbone’ which is made up of re 
silient fibers or quills suitably bound to 
gether, the quill being one of the lightest 
materials known for its strength. 
Having thus described my invention, what 
claim as new and desire to Secure by Let 

ters Patent, is 
1. In a skirt, the combination of the upper 

portion. A with the bottom portion A' flar 
ing outwardly towards the bottom; a plu 
i'ality of encircling cords B of resilient stiff 
ening material formed of elastic fibers bound 
together, arranged in Wave-like lines and in 
salch inlaniel that the crest and trough por 
tions of the several cords occupy like rela 
tive positions, substantially as described, and 
for the purpose specified. 

2. As an article of manufacture, a skirt 
having a plurality of encircling cords or 
tapes of resilient stiffening material formed 
of elastic fibers bound together, arranged in 
wave-like lines and in such manner that the 
crest and trough portions of the several 
cords occupy like relative positions whereby 
the skirt is caused to hang in folds and the 
lines of the folds are determined. 

3. The combination with a skirt of stiffen 
ing cord consisting of resilient fibers suit 
ably bound together and secured trans 
Vei'sely around the same in wave-like lines. 

In Witness whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand and seal in the presence of two wit 
nesses. MARIE S. DOTY. L. s. 
Witnesses: 

. . SEYMOUR, 
Mrs. F. W. TRASK. 
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