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1 Claim..

This invention relates to interlocking contain-
ers, and more particularly to to'container made of
foldable sheet material having a cooperative ar-
" rangement of interlocking members which elim-
inates the necessity of using adhesive material, or
mechanical fasteners, in uniting the several ele-
ments of the container.

An object of the invention is to produce an ex-
tremely simple and inexpensive container of this
kind having a neat and attractive appearance, as
well as strong and durable interlocking connec-
tions not likely to be disturbed under the usual
service conditions,-

More specifically stated, the container has a
hinged closure, and further objects are to provide
a very simple means for detachably securing the
closure in its closed position, as well as conditions
which enable the user to very readily open and
close the container.

At first glance, the new article may resemble an
ordinary envelope. However, it is preferably
made of relatively heavy sheet material, and fur-
ther study of the specific details will show that its
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merits depend upon cooperative conditions not .

© found in the usual envelope construction.. For
example, when made-of relatively heavy paper,
the interlocking details result in a strong con-
tainer for prolonged use in handling a family
group of war ration books, while allowing the
closure to be very readily secured and released m
closing and opening the container. )

An immediate object of the invention is to
meet the present demand for substantial advan-
tages in a container for war ration books, includ-
ing the advantage of very low manufacturing cost,
combined with strength and durability, in addi-
tion to convenience in securing and releasing the
books. I will show how all of these results can
be very effectively obtained by merely employing
a single sheet of paper which may be distributed
as a printed advertising medium, either in the
form of g flat sheet or in g folded condition.

However, the invention is not limited tg such
use. Numerous other articles may be secured in

the container, and it can be sold as a flat sheet

or in the folded condition.
With the foregoing and other objects in view,

the invention comprises the novel construction,

combination and arrangement of cooperative de-
tails hereinafter described and shown in the ac-
companying drawings to illustrate suitable em-
bodiments of the invention. However, it is to be
understood that the patent extends to variations
and modifications within the scope of terms em-
ployed in the claim hereunto appended.

S

Fig, 1 is a detail view of a flat blank sheet fold-
able to produce a container embodying features of
this invention, the folded positions of side flaps
being shown by dot and dash lines.

Fig. 2'is an edge v1ew of the sheet shown in
Fig. 1.

Fig. 3 is a rear view of the container with the
top flap in its open position, portlons of the lower
flap being broken away.

Fig, 4 is a vertical section taken through the
vertical center lihe of Fig. 3.
~ Fig. 5 is a rear view showing the closure flap in
its closed position,

Fig. 6 is an enlarged section on the line 6—6 in
Fig. 5.

‘Fig. 7 is a view similar to Flg 1 111ustrat1ng :
another form of the invention.

Fig. 8 shows the s1de flaps of Fig. 7 in their fold-
ed positions.

Fig. 9 is an edge view of the structure shown in
Fig. 8.

Fig. 10 is a rear view of this form of container
in its closed condition.

Pig. 1 illustrates a single sheet of paper, or other
foldable material, comprising. a rectangular front
wall member 11, and rear wall members including -
side flaps 12 extending from opposite sides of said
front wall member, a bottom flap 13 extending
from the bottom of said front wall member, and
a top closure flap 14 extending from the top of
the front wall member. The sheet material may.
be scored at 15 to provide hinges for the side flaps
12, and also at 16 and 171-to form hinges for the
top and bottom flaps. i

.'The lower portion of each side flap (2 is prefer:
ably provided with an extended side marginal
portion 18 having & shoulder 19 at the top and

-~ a side edge 20 extending downwardly from said
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‘shoulder.

The side flaps {2 are foldable on the
score lines 15 to locate their projecting shoulders
19 adjacent to each other near the vertical cen-
ter of the front wall member 11, as suggested by
dot-and dash lines in Fig. 1. In this specific form
of the invention, the shoulders {8 are horizontal
while the side edges 20 are vertical, and each side
flap 12 has a horizontal bottom edge 21 approxi-
mately flush with the bottom of the front wall
member 1, so as to lie at the bottom of the con-
tainer. When these side flaps 12 are folded onto
the front wall member {1, the vertical edges 2§
are in abutting relationship at the vertical center
line, while the companion shoulders 19 are alined
with each other at- opposite sides of said center
line, and the horizontal bottom edges 21 are lo-

cated at the fold line 17 where they will eventually .-
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form continuous abutments to prevent downward
displacement of the side flaps.

The folded side flaps 12, shown by broken lines -
in Fig. 1 and full lines in Fig. 3, have upper edges .

22 diverging from their shoulders {9 to form an
open recess immediately above said shoulders.

Attention is now directed to a locking tongue
23 extending from a score line 24 on the bottom
flap 13. This fongue 23 is foldable toward the
body portion of the flap (3 tp form a hook, as
suggested by dotted lines in Fig, 2. After the side
flaps 12 have been folded to locate their extended
margins 18 adjacent to each other, the bottom
flap 13 is folded onto said margins 18, the locking
tongue 23 being inserted through the OPen recess
above the shoulders {8 and forced downwardly
between the front wall I{ and the side flaps 12.
As shown in Figures 3 and 4, the flap 13 then lies
_ outside of the flaps 12, while the locking tongue
23 is located inside of sald flaps (2.

More specifically stated, the fold, or hinge, 24
of said tongue 23 lies adjacent to but abave the
projecting shoulders {8 at the meeting margins
of the side flaps 12, and these meeting margins are
confined between the tongue 23.and the body por-
tion of the flap 13. 'The upper portion of the flap
13 is thus securely interlocked with meeting mar-
gins of the side flaps. The fold 24 provides an
abutment{ to prevent or limit upward displace-
ment of the shoulders 19 on the side flaps 12,
while the elongated bottom edges 2{ of the side
fiaps cooperate with the fold at 17 to prevent or
liniit downward displacement of these side flaps.
Attention is directed to the strength or reinforc-
ing value of these cooperative conditions, where-
in the simple tongue 23 may be employed as the
sole means for uniting the side and bottom flaps.
Furthermore, if the edges 20 are in abutting
relationship at the vertical center, while the bot-
tom edges 24 of the side flaps are in abutting rela-
tionship with the bottom fold {1, the rear wall of
the container will have a reasonably smooth inner
face formed by the side flapg 2.

The top fap 14 is hinged at 16 and it has an
extended attaching tongue 2§ foldable at a score
line 26 to produce a free tab 271 extending from
the fold. This fold at 26 is movable into and out
of the lower portion of the recess above the shoul-
ders {8 (Figures 1 and 3), and slidable between
the tongue 23 and the front wall member i, as
shown in Fig. 6, to detachably secure the top clo-
sure flap in its closed position. - The free tab 21
provides a handle for moving this closure flap to
and from iis closed position. Figures 5 and 6
show conditions which exist when the folded
tongue 25 is positioned to frictionally secure the
flap 14. The free tab 27 is then exposed, and it
can be very readily grasped to release and open
the closure.

In Figures 1 to 6, mcluswe, the top closure flap
{4 is wider than the large recess above the shoul-
ders 19 of the side flaps, but the extended attach-
ing tongue 25 is narrower than the lower portion
of said recess, s0 as to provide for free insertion
of the tongue through the bottom of the recess,
and thence to the attachmg position shown in
Figures 5 and 6.

Figures 7 to 10 illustrate a special form of the
invention suitable for gasoline ration books.
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This refers to a relatively narrow, or elongated
container, having many details corresponding to
the previous description, so the same reference
numerals will be found at these corresponding
details. Fig. 7 illustrates the flat blank sheet,
and its lower portion has details conforming sub-
stantially to the middle and lower portion of
Fig. 1. Fig. 8 shows the side flaps 12 folded onto
the front wall member. Fig. 9 shows how the
bottom tongue 23 may be folded on the score line
%4 to form a hook. Fig. 10 illustrates g condition
appearing when the boftom flap 13 is folded on

- the line {1 and interlocked with the side flaps, the
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locking tongue 23 being located inside of the
container as shown by dotted lines in Fig. 10.

However, in Fig, 1, the score line 16 forming the
top of the front wall member 11, is only slightly
above the upper extremities of the side flaps (2,
while in Figures 7 to 10 this score line 16 is widely
separated from the side flaps, and the tongue 25'
extending above said score line 16 is wider than
the recess above the shoulders 19 of the side flaps
t2. Thisrelatively wide tongue 25" can be folded
on the score line {6, as suggested by dotted lines
in Fig. 9, and its lower portion can then be
inserted into the container, as indicated by dotted
lines in Fig. 10. The locking tongue 25’ will then
be frictionally secured between the tongue 23 and
the front wall of the container.

I claim:

A container made of foldable sheet material
comprising a front wall member, rear wall mem-
bers including side flaps extending from opposite
sides of said front wall member, & bottom flap
extending from the hottom of said front wall
member, and a top closure flap extending from
the top of said front wall member, the lower por-
tion of each side flap being provided with an
extended side marginal portion having an ap-
proximately horizontal projecting shoulder at the
top and an approximately vertical terminal side
edge extending downwardly from said shoulder
to the bottom extremity of the side flap, said side

. flaps being foldable to locate the approximately
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vertical side edges in abutting relationship to
each other near the vertical center of said front
wall member, the projecting shoulders being ap-
proximately alined with each other at opposite
sides of said vertical center, the bottom edges of
said side flaps being approximately horizontal
and approximately flush with the bottom of said .
front wall member so as to lie within the bottom
edge of.the container, the folded side flaps having
upper edges diverging from said gpproximately

55. horizontal projecting shoulders to form an open
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recess immediately above said shoulders, a locking
tongue extending from said bottom flap and fold-
able toward the body portion of said bottom flap
to form a hook, said bottom flap being foldable
onto the extended side marginal portions of said
side flaps to locate the fold of said extended
tongue adjacent to but above said projecting
siioulders, and the extended side marginal por-

" tions of said side flaps being confined between
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said tongue and the body of said bottom flap, so
as to interlock the upper portions of the folded
bottom flap with said extended marginal portions

of the side flaps.
WILLIAM O. FISLER.



