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3,145,840 
BOXLIKE DISPENSER 

Lawrence A. Wright, 40241 Fairway Drive, 
Northville, Mich. 

Filed May 9, 1963, Ser. No. 279,075 
3 Claims. (C. 206-57) 

This invention relates generally to boxlike dispensers 
from which mechandise of various kinds may be dis 
pensed, and refers more particularly to boxlike containers 
from which interfolded sheets of tissue paper and the like 
may be dispensed. 
One of the essential objects of the invention is to pro 

vide a boxlike dispenser that is divided horizontally sub 
stantially midway between the top and bottom thereof to 
provide upper and lower sections opening toward one 
another and having adjacent edges, and that is provided 
between the adjacent edges of said sections throughout the 
perimeter thereof with a severable connection for initially 
holding the upper section in raised position relative to the 
lower section. 
Another object is to provide a boxlike dispenser where 

in the top of the upper section is provide with an opening 
through which the contents of the dispenser may be dis 
pensed and through which the height of the contents of 
the dispenser may be observed for the purpose of determin 
ing when the connection aforesaid should be severed. 

Another object is to provide a boxlike dispenser wherein 
the upper section is slightly larger in area than the lower 
section, so that when the connection aforesaid is severed, 
the upper section may slide downwardly upon the lower 
section while the contents of the dispenser is being dis 
pensed. 

Another object is to provide a boxlike dispenser wherein 
the upper section, when free of the lower section, is opera 
ble as a follower for the contents of the dispenser while 
such contents is being dispensed, and is operable to elim 
inate any excess space above such contents while it is 
being dispensed. m 

Another object is to provide a boxlike dispenser wherein 
the contents thereof will be more accessible through the 
opening in the top of the upper section when the upper 
section slides downwardly relative to the lower section. 

Another object is to provide a boxlike dispenser wherein 
the upper section when in substantially fully lowered posi 
tion relative to the lower section serves as a silent reminder 
to the user that the contents of the dispenser is low and 
should be replenished. 
Another object is to provide a boxlike dispenser that is 

simple in construction, economical to manufacture, and 
efficient in use. 

Other objects, advantages and novel details of construc 
tion of this invention will be made more apparent as this 
description proceeds, especially when considered in con 
nection with the accompanying drawings wherein: 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of a boxlike dispenser 

filled with interfolded sheets of tissue paper, and showing 
parts broken away and in section. 
FIGURE 2 is a perspective view of the boxlike dispenser 

partially filled with interfolded sheets of tissue paper, and 
showing parts broken away and in section. 
FIGURE 3 is a perspective view of the boxlike dispenser 

after the connection between the upper and lower sections 
thereof has been severed, and showing the upper section 
in substantially fully lowered position relative to the lower 
section, with parts broken away and in section. 
FIGURE 4 is a fragmentary sectional view taken sub 

stantially on the line 4-4 of FIGURE2. 
FIGURE 5 is a fragmentary perspective view of a slight 

ly modified form of connection between the upper and 
lower sections of the boxlike dispenser. 

Referring now to the drawings, A is a boxlike dispenser 
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2 
embodying my invention. As shown, this dispenser A 
comprises a boxlike container 9 that is preferably formed 
from cardboard and contains a stack of interfolded sheets 
10 of tissue paper. 

Preferably the container 9 is divided horizontally sub 
stantially midway between the top and bottom thereof to 
provide upper and lower sections 1 and 12 respectively 
opening toward one another and having their edges 13 
and 14 respectively adjacent one another, and is provided 
between the adjacent edges of said sections throughout the 
perimeter thereof with a severable connection B for initial 
ly holding the upper section 11 in raised position relative 
to the lower section 12. 
The top 15 of the upper section 1 is provided with an 

opening 16 through which the sheets 10 of tissue paper 
may be dispensed and through which the height of the 
sheets 10 of tissue paper within the container may be 
observed for the purpose of determining when the con 
nection Baforesaid should be severed. 
As shown, the upper section 1 is slightly larger in area 

than the lower section 12, so that when the connection B 
aforesaid is severed, the upper section 11 may slide down 
wardly upon the lower section 2 while the stack of inter 
folded sheets 10 of tissue paper are being dispensed. 

Preferably the severable connection B for initially hold 
ing the upper section it in raised position relative to the 
lower section 12, as shown in FIGURE 1, comprises a 
horizontally extending fragile strip or tape 17 of suitable 
material such as plastic material or paper and a single 
thread or rip cord 18 of suitable material such as nylon 
for severing or cutting the strip or tape i7. 
As shown, the strip or tape 17 overlaps and is attached 

to the upper and lower sections 11 and 12 respectively 
of the container at the adjacent edges 13 and 14 thereof, 
and extends throughout the perimeter of said container, 
and the thread 18 for severing or cutting the strip or tape 
extends throughout the length of the strip or tape 17 upon 
the inner side thereof substantially midway between the 
upper and lower edges thereof. An end portion 19 of 
such thread 18 projects freely from the strip or tape 17, 
preferably at one corner of the container, to be grasped by 
the user when it is desired to pull the thread to sever the 
connection between the upper and lower sections 11 and 
12 respectively of the container. 

In FIGURE 5, Ihave shown a slight modification where 
in the severable connection C for initially holding the 
upper section 11 in raised position relative to the lower 
section 12 comprises a lateral flange 29 that extends hori 
Zontally between and is integral with the upper and lower 
sections 11’ and 12 respectively of the container at the 
adjacent edges thereof, and that extends throughout the 
perimeter of said container, and a series of longitudinally 
spaced perforations 21 extending vertically through said 
flange 20 throughout its length. Thus the upper and low 
er sections 11 and 2' may be released from one another 
by severing the flange 20 along the series of perfora 
tions 21. 

In use, the interfolded sheets 10 of tissue paper may be 
removed one at a time from the container through the 
opening 16 in the top 15 of the upper section 11. When 
the user observes through the opening 16 that the stack 
of interfolded sheets 10 of tissue paper is lower, as shown 
in FIGURE 2, then the free end portion 19 of the thread 
18 is pulled to sever the connection B between the upper 
and lower sections 1 and 12 respectively of the container, 
or the flange 20 is severed along the series of perforations 
21, depending upon which form the severable connection 
is employed in the construction of the container. The 
upper section 11 is then free of the lower section 12 and 
is adapted to slide downwardly upon the lower section 12 
until the top 15 of the upper section 11 reaches the upper 
most sheet 10 of tissue paper. Thereafter, such upper 
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section 11 serves as a follower for the sheets 10 of tissue 
paper while they are being dispensed, and eliminates auto 
matically any excess space above such sheets of tissue 
paper while they are being dispensed. Thus, the sheets 10 
of tissue paper will be more accessible through the open 
ing 16 in the top 15 of the upper section 11 while said 
upper section slides downwardly relative to the lower sec 
tion 12. When the upper section 11 reaches substantially 
fully lowered position relative to the lower section 12, as 
shown in FIGURE 3, such upper section 1 serves as a 
silent remainder to the user that the supply of sheets 10 of 
tissue paper within the container is low and should be re 
plenished. 
What I claim as my invention is: 
1. A boxlike dispenser, comprising a container divided 

horizontally substantially midway between the top and 
bottom thereof to provide upper and lower sections open 
ing toward one another and having adjacent edges, the 
top of the upper section having an opening through which 
the contents of the container may be dispensed, said upper 
section being larger in area than said lower section where 
by the edges of said upper section are located outwardly 
relative to the edges of said lower section, and a connec 
tion between said upper and lower sections at the adjacent 
edges thereof for initially holding said upper section in 
raised position relative to said lower section, said con 
nection being severable to permit said upper section to 
slide downwardly upon said lower section while the con 
tents of the container is being dispensed, said severable 
connection including a fragile strip extending horizontally 
of, overlapping and attached to said upper and lower sec 
tions at the adjacent edges thereof and extending through 
out the perimeter of said container, and a single thread for 
severing said strip extending throughout the length of said 
strip upon the inner side thereof, said thread being located 
substantially midway between the upper and lower edges 
of said strip and having an accessible free end portion. 

2. A boxlike dispenser, comprising a container divided 
horizontally substantially midway between the top and 
bottom thereof to provide upper and lower sections open 
ing toward one another and having adjacent edges, the 
top of the upper section having an opening through which 
the contents of the container may be dispensed, said upper 
section being larger in area than said lower section where 
by the edges of said upper section are located outwardly 
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relative to the edges of said lower section, and a connec 
tion between said upper and lower sections at the adjacent 
edges thereof for initially holding said upper section in 
raised position relative to said lower section, said connec 
tion being severable to permit said upper section to slide 
downwardly upon said lower section while the contents of 
the container is being dispensed, said severable connection 
including a lateral flange extending horizontally between 
Said upper and lower sections at the adjacent edges there 
of and extending throughout the perimeter of said con 
tainer, said lateral flange being provided throughout its 
length with a series of longitudinally spaced perforations 
extending vertically therethrough. 

3. A boxlike dispenser, comprising a container divided 
horizontally substantially midway between the top and 
bottom thereof to provide upper and lower sections open 
ing toward one another and having adjacent edges, the top 
of the upper section having an opening through which the 
contents of the container may be dispensed, said upper sec 
tion being larger in area than said lower section whereby 
the edges of said upper section are located outwardly rela 
tive to the edges of said lower section, and a connection 
between said upper and lower sections at the adjacent 
edges thereof for initially holding said upper section in 
raised position relative to said lower section, said con 
nection being severable to permit said upper section to 
slide downwardly upon said lower section while the con 
tents of the container is being dispenser, said severable 
connection including a relatively narrow member extend 
ing horizontally of and attached to said upper and lower 
sections at the adjacent edges thereof and extending 
throughout the perimeter of said container, said relatively 
narrow member being provided throughout its length with 
means by which is may be severed lengthwise thereof. 
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